Adjourned Regular Meeting

September 20, 2006

Martinez, California

CALL TO ORDER – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – ROLL CALL
Mayor Schroder called the meeting to order in the Recreation Building at Golden Hills Park at 7:00 p.m. with all members present.
PRESENTATION(S)

Urgency Item added:

On motion of L. DeLaney, seconded by J. Kennedy, the Council voted unanimously to add an urgency item to the agenda.

Proclamation recognizing the contributions of the Martinez Education Foundation, and proclaiming Saturday, September 30, 2006, to be “MEF Day” in the City of Martinez.
The Council presented the proclamation to Jim Kennedy and Jan Berletti of the Martinez Education Foundation.  Mr. Kennedy thanked the City for the recognition and partnering organizations for their support, and he encouraged everyone to participate in the event.
GREET THE NEIGHBORHOOD (15 minute recess)

Mayor Schroder welcomed the neighborhood.
NEIGHBORHOOD ISSUES AND CONCERNS




[41.05.03]

(1,446 Questionnaires mailed; 46 Questionnaires returned.)
Mayor Schroder explained the process for the evening.  He introduced Police Chief Dave Cutaia as Acting City Manager.  Chief Cutaia introduced the Department heads to review and discuss issues and concerns.

Administrative Services Director Lianne Marshall summarized the responsibilities of the department related to Personnel, Finance, Information Systems and Risk Management functions.  She highlighted the new City Assist program on the City’s website. 
Building Department Director Dave Scola discussed the department’s functions in the areas of Building Inspection, Construction Management, Solid Waste and Recycling Management, and Code Enforcement.  He and Chief Cutaia also responded to questions received from the neighborhood by mail and in person regarding green waste, composting, a vacant property on Blue Ridge Drive, Safeway noise and other code enforcement issues, debris and vegetation blocking neighborhood sidewalks, street-sweeping, recycling of hazardous materials, and the Goodwill drop-off site (including a response by Mr. Craig Wilson from Goodwill).
Chief Cutaia also discussed and responded at length to neighborhood comments about police issues, such as speeding vehicles, traffic enforcement and violations, the use of speed bumps, and possible one-way traffic in some areas.
Community Development Director Richard Pearson (whom the Mayor noted would be retiring at the end of the year) introduced Albert Lopez, Deputy Director of Community Development, Joann Tool, Deputy Director of Recreation & Community Services, and Tim Tucker, City Engineer.  He also reviewed the functions of the department, and staff responded to questions from the audience regarding undergrounding utilities, future potential rezoning of parcels in the area, and street maintenance.  Mayor Schroder commented on the City’s sales tax revenue limitations, which affects the amount of money available for needed repairs.
In response to a question from the audience about marina improvements, Ms. Tool, Mayor Schroder and Councilmember Ross discussed short and longterm plans, as well as the past history.  Residents also expressed concern about landslide repairs, firebreaks, and water main breaks (and inadequate notification of shutoffs for repairs).
John Wilson asked if there was any update on the approved subdivisions in the Alhambra Hills area, and Mr. Pearson briefly discussed the history and status of each, including environmental review and notification issues.  The Council and staff responded to further questions from the audience regarding those developments also.
Joyce Beghesian asked about redevelopment, and the Council discussed the history and the potential for future redevelopment.  Councilmember Wainwright expressed his reservations about redevelopment, and he suggested several other ways that the City could achieve economic revival.  Vice Mayor DeLaney commented on the limited financial resources that would be available to the City without redevelopment.
A member of the audience asked about historic preservation, and Mayor Schroder discussed provisions of the Downtown Specific Plan and the City’s Unreinforced Masonry Ordinance.

In response to another question about historic buildings, Mayor Schroder asked Cathy Parker to comment on the walking tours of the downtown area and other activities of the Historical Society, which she did.
Paul Wilson asked whether property owners in the downtown had ever formed a business improvement district.  The Council said yes and reviewed some of its accomplishments.  Mr. Wilson questioned why they had not done more to improve their own properties, rather than wait for the City to provide financing.  
There was some discussion and debate about the pros and cons of redevelopment.

Tracy & Lisa Woodard expressed concern about problems the eucalyptus trees along the median of Virginia Hills Drive.  Mayor Schroder indicated that the City was aware of the problem, and Mr. Tucker reviewed the capital improvement project process.
Dean Tague discussed problems with the water supply and potential risks from fires in the area.  Mr. Tucker indicated he would look into possible modifications at the pump station.
Terri Souza commented on needed assistance in cutting red tape for the residents.  Mayor Schroder said the City website and phones were the best way to contact the Council and staff with problems.  Ms. Souza said she was not satisfied with responses in the past.  She challenged the Council to follow through on the issues raised tonight.  Mayor Schroder noted that not all the forms returned by the public had names or addresses on them.  Mr. Scola said he would take responsibility for all issues related to his department
Mike Alford questioned why Mr. Scola had thought all the items had been responded to.  Mr. Scola said he had met with members of his staff.
Joyce Beghesian asked about reported car thefts in the area.  Chief Cutaia said there have been increases in recent years countywide, and he discussed measures being taken to resolve the matter.  
Another resident commented on increased problems with vandalism and littering.
Another person expressed concern about the impacts on the City’s infrastructure from increased development.
Mayor Schroder thanked the residents for coming and speaking to the Council.  He encouraged continued communication through phone calls and the City website.
The Council recessed for ten minutes.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There was no public comment.

CONSENT CALENDAR

MOTION WAIVING READING OF TEXT OF ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES.

Motion approving.

1.
City Council Minutes of September 12, 2006.



[M.Cabral]
2.
Motion approving Check Reconciliation Register(s) dated 8/31/06, 09/06/06, and 09/08/06.







[C.Heater/2.1.0]

3.
Resolution No. 088-06 authorizing the Interim City Manager to execute a License Agreement with Verizon Wireless allowing vehicular ingress and egress over a portion of City property.  





[M.Chandler/19.03.19]

There was no public comment on the Consent Calendar.

On motion of J. Kennedy, seconded by L. DeLaney, the Council unanimously approved the Consent Calendar. 
ORDINANCE(S)

PUBLIC HEARING(S)

4.
Public hearing introducing an ordinance rezoning property from R-2.5/D to R-1.5/D located on a 10,000 square foot parcel at 500 Berrellesa Street (APN 373-233-002) town house to accommodate an eight-unit townhome project (Villa del Sol).

[A.Lopez/0902.01]

Deputy Director of Community Development Albert Lopez presented the staff report and offered to answer questions from the Council.

Councilmember Wainwright asked when the $5,000 per unit affordable housing fee would be paid.  Mr. Lopez said the conditions of approval include the condition for an affordable housing agreement between the applicant and the City, which would likely be signed before approval of the final map.  Councilmember Wainwright asked if that would always be the process with affordable housing fees.  Community Development Director Richard Pearson confirmed that the usual practice is to have the mitigation fees paid before the final map is approved.
Mayor Schroder opened the public hearing.
Paul Wilson said he thought the proposed project was a good one that will fit well into the neighborhood.
Mike Alford asked Trumark’s use of homeland security funds for affordable housing, as was stated at the last meeting.  Mayor Schroder did not recall the statement.

Seeing no further speakers, Mayor Schroder closed the public hearing.  He suggested that the affordable housing contribution be allowed any time before the certificate of occupancy is issued.  Staff confirmed that the Council could make the change to the Conditions of Approval.

On motion of B. Wainwright, seconded by L. DeLaney, the Council unanimously approved introduction of the ordinance, with the amendment to the Conditions of Approval.
CITY COUNCIL

5.
City Council comments.

Councilmember Ross requested a resolution be placed on the next agenda endorsing Measure L, the County-wide Urban Limit Line; and a resolution supporting Martinez’ portion of the line as the local ULL for Measure J purposes.

Councilmember Wainwright requested that the meeting be adjourned in memory of Senator John Nejedly.

Vice Mayor DeLaney and Councilmember Kennedy announced several community events.

Mayor Schroder clarified the comments referred to by Mr. Alford about homeland security funds, specifically, that the suggestion had actually been made by one of the County supervisors, since the parkland could be used for a staging area in the event of an emergency.
CITY MANAGER

6.
Comment(s)/Update(s)/Report(s)

No comments made.

APPOINTMENTS TO COMMISSIONS AND/OR AGENCIES

7.
Consider reappointments to the Housing Task Force for the purpose of developing an 


Inclusionary Housing Ordinance.




[M.Cabral/16.17.00] 
Mayor Schroder suggested reappointment of the Housing Task Force to develop an inclusionary housing ordinance and an affordable housing fund.  The Council discussed the possible makeup of the task force.
Mayor Schroder opened public comment on the item.

David Piersall questioned the inclusion of non-residents on the task force.  Mayor Schroder and Councilmember Kennedy explained that there are some non-residents who have expertise in the subject.  
Mike Alford agreed with Mr. Piersall that only Martinez residents should serve on the task force, because they will care more about what happens in the City.

Paul Wilson expressed concern about the length of affordability of designated affordable units, and the possibility of a windfall for the owners when the units are sold again.
An unidentified speaker commented on the need to interact with people from other cities in order to broaden horizons and draw more people to Martinez.  He also agreed affordable housing should be a priority.
Mayor Schroder closed public comment.

Mayor Schroder proposed, and the Council approved reinstatement of the task force, and invited anyone who wishes to participate on the Housing Task Force to attend.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilmember Wainwright and Mayor Schroder reviewed the life and accomplishments of former senator John Nejedly.
Adjourned at 10:20 p.m. in memory of John Nejedly, to a Regular City Council Meeting on October 4, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers, 525 Henrietta Street, Martinez, California.

Approved by the City Council,

Rob Schroder, Mayor 
Mercy G. Cabral, Deputy City Clerk 10/18/06
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