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CITY OF MARTINEZ
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA


JUNE 20, 2007
	TO:
	Mayor and City Council



	FROM:   


	Mark Smith, Police Commander

	SUBJECT:

DATE:
	Justice Assistance Grant Program (JAG)
May 31, 2007

	
	


RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends City Council authorize the application for and acceptance of the Justice Assistance Grant for the purpose of outfitting a surveillance van for the Martinez Police Department.
BACKGROUND:

For the last several years, the U.S. Department of Justice has administered the Local Law Enforcement Block Grant (LLEBG).  For fiscal year 2007, the U. S. Department of Justice has re-named the program, calling it JAG, the Justice Assistance Grant Program.  Grant awards under this program are based on the population and the crime rate.  Over the past several years Martinez did not qualify for this grant however as a result of the change of requirements, the City of Martinez has again become a candidate for the grant.  

The JAG grant amount this year is $10,678.  The grant can be used for many law enforcement purposes including efforts to combat violent crime, and drug and gun violence reduction.  The Police Department has proposed to use this grant to outfit the van you approved several months ago out of weapons of mass destruction funding through Contra Costa County.  The JAG funds will be used to outfit the covert surveillance van which will be used in neighborhoods or other areas that are having an issue with crime to monitor and record criminal activities for arrest and later prosecution.  This will enhance the department’s ability to conduct surveillance and contribute to making our neighborhoods as safe as possible.
The grant requires that we present this information to you prior 30 days of the application of the grant.  The grant application is due July 2, 2007.
For further information please refer to the attached documents listing the program and budget narratives for the grant.  

FISCAL IMPACT:
No fiscal impact on the general fund.
ACTION:

Motion authorizing the application for and acceptance of the Justice Assistance Grant for the purpose of outfitting a surveillance van for the Martinez Police Department.
      Attachments

APPROVED BY:  
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APPROVED BY:  
DAVE CUTAIA /S/

City Manager


Department Head
CITY OF MARTINEZ POLICE DEPARTMENT

JUSTICE ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAM NARRATIVE (Attachment 1)

FISCAL YEAR 2007 

SYNOPSIS: 

The Martinez Police Department is requesting grant funding to assist in outfitting a covert surveillance van with appropriate equipment which will allow monitoring of specified areas within the City of Martinez.  The intent of this proposal is to make the streets of Martinez safer for citizens through enhanced covert law enforcement.

PROBLEM:

The City of Martinez is a middle class community consisting of a mix of residential, commercial and government entities.  The population is approximately 39,000 residents with an estimated daytime population of 50,000.  

As with any city in this area we have areas that demand more law enforcement services than others.  These areas include schools, commercial and certain residential areas.  We receive reports of ongoing narcotics and other criminal activities in these areas which have a direct impact on the quality of life for citizens of Martinez.  Currently we have no way to monitor these areas without sending in a marked patrol vehicle or unmarked police vehicle.  The marked patrol vehicle option does scatter those involved but many times they return after the patrol vehicle is out of the area.  The unmarked police vehicle is also an option but officers are more visible and less able to electronically monitor and record criminal activity in the area.  This has resulted in officers being identified as police officers which has hampered our ability to gather information and prosecute those responsible.

The Martinez Police Department needs a covert vehicle capable of protecting it’s occupants from detection while giving them the ability to electronically monitor and record criminal activity.

SOLUTION:
The Martinez Police Department will be in possession of a new commercial van without any equipment to conduct surveillance in a covert manner.  While this grant would not cover the total cost, we would like to outfit the van with equipment which would allow officers to seriptiously monitor and electronically record criminal activities in a given area.  The electronic recording is necessary to facilitate prosecution of those responsible for the criminal activity.  Additional funds to cover the cost of the equipment would come from narcotics asset forfeiture and other department funds.

CITY OF MARTINEZ POLICE DEPARTMENT

JUSTICE ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAM BUDGET NARRATIVE (Attachment 2)

FISCAL YEAR 2007

BUDGET NARRATIVE: 

The Martinez Police Department would like to outfit a surveillance van with equipment which would allow officers to seriptiously monitor and electronically record criminal activities in a given area.  The electronic recording is necessary to facilitate prosecution of those responsible for the criminal activity.  While the JAG grant monies will not complete the project, additional funds will come from narcotics asset forfeiture accounts and other department funds.

The grant will pay for a portion of the below listed items. 

BUDGET:

Interior Construction

Command Console

Electric

Black Out Pads with Camera Boots

Heating and Air Conditioning

2 Captain’s Chairs

Safety Equipment

Security System

Antenna Housing

Exterior Disguise Package

COST:  $40,593.00

FUNDING:

JAG GRANT:
 $10,678.00
LOCAL FUNDING:  $29,915.00

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.wmf] 

_1134972058.doc
[image: image1.png]






