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CITY OF MARTINEZ
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA


July 18, 2007
	TO:
	Mayor and City Council



	FROM:   


	Tom J. Simonetti, Commander



	SUBJECT:

DATE:
	Surveillance Cameras
July 6, 2007

	
	


RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the City Council authorize an expenditure of $50,000 to purchase both a fixed and mobile surveillance camera system for crime suppression throughout the city.  
BACKGROUND:

In May, 2007, Council directed staff to research costs related to installing fixed cameras at various locations throughout the city.  Two nearby cities (Pittsburg and Suisun) have recently installed camera systems.  

The City of Pittsburg has 33 fixed cameras throughout the city, at a cost of over $1,000,000; the cost of each individual camera is estimated at $20,000 to $28,000 each, depending on the location.  All of Pittsburg’s cameras are remotely controlled from the Police Department.  The system was funded through the private sector, along with redevelopment and general funds.  

The City of Suisun is currently in the process of installing 22 cameras at a cost of approximately $2500 to $3000 each.  Suisun’s camera system is similar to Pittsburg’s, but also has Internet capability, allowing patrol officers to view any camera from their patrol vehicle prior to arriving on scene.  The City of Suisun has appropriated $50,000 to initiate this camera project and is still in progress.  

The suggested alternative would be to equip a mobile surveillance vehicle with a state-of-the-art video surveillance system.  The Police Department recently received a new vehicle, at no cost to the General Fund, via a Homeland Security grant.  The purpose of this vehicle is to assist in the safe mitigation of incidents requiring SWAT and to be used as a mobile command post to assist SWAT and Hostage Negotiations Team members in directing a tactical situation.  In addition, the Police Department would like to further modify this vehicle to accommodate covert video surveillance capabilities, which would allow the vehicle to operate anywhere in the city to observe and/or videotape crime-related problems.  The vehicle would be able to operate for an extended period of time with or without P.D. personnel.  The Police Department has limited funding to complete the vehicle as specified above.  For a cost of $65,000 (of which the Police Department currently has $30,000 set aside), this can be accomplished.  
In summary, for approximately $50,000 the City could install five fixed cameras at various locations, as well as fully equip the mobile surveillance vehicle for multiple uses throughout the city.  
FISCAL IMPACT:

$50,000 to the General Fund.
ACTION:

Approve a resolution allocating necessary funds for the purchase of surveillance cameras to be utilized throughout the city in an effort to suppress crime.
APPROVED BY:   
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City Manager
Department Head

RESOLUTION NO.  -07

ALLOCATING $53,000.00 FROM THE GENERAL FUND FOR

PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS

WHEREAS, the Martinez City Council wishes to increase public safety and the quality of life in the city of Martinez; and

WHEREAS, the installation of surveillance cameras and a fully equipped surveillance vehicle will assist the Martinez Police Department to this end; and 

WHEREAS, this project will be funded in part by Asset Forfeiture and Grant Funding in the amount of $30,000; and

WHEREAS, the remaining funding necessary is $53,000.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Martinez hereby allocates an expenditure of $53,000 from the General Fund to allow total funding of this project.    

* * * * * *

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly adopted by the City Council of the City of Martinez, at a Regular Meeting of said Council held on the 18h of July, 2007, by the following vote:

AYES:



NOES:



ABSENT:









RICHARD G. HERNANDEZ, CITY CLERK
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