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CITY OF MARTINEZ
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA


March 5, 2008
	TO:
	Mayor and City Council



	FROM:   


	Lianne Marshall, Assistant City Manager-Admin Services 
Cathy Heater, Finance Manager



	SUBJECT:

DATE:                      
	Selection of Maze & Associates for Audit Services
February 7, 2008

	
	


RECOMMENDATION:
Approve a resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute a contract with Maze & Associates for audit services for fiscal years ending June 30, 2008, June 30, 2009, and June 30, 2010.  
Staff reviewed the top two proposals with the Budget Subcommittee on February 5, 2008, and the 
Subcommittee concurs with staff’s recommendation.
BACKGROUND:

A Request for Proposals (RFP) for audit services was released on December 19, 2007.  The RFP was noticed and mailed to ten auditing firms.  Five firms submitted proposals in response to the RFP: Caporicci & Larson; Mann, Urrutia; Nelson & Associates; Maze & Associates; Moreland & Associates; and Vavrinek, Trine, Day & Co.  
The proposal review team comprised of the City Treasurer, the Assistant City Manager-Administrative Services, the Finance Manager, and the City’s Accountant, evaluated the proposals using the following criteria: experience and qualifications of staff assigned to the engagement; references (particularly local government references) and relevant work performed; firm’s demonstrated commitment to maintaining continuity of auditing staff assigned to clients over time; and cost.  Based on these criteria the evaluation review team narrowed the field to two proposals and reviewed those with the Budget Subcommittee.  The evaluation review team and the Budget Subcommittee agreed that Maze & Associates offers significant advantages to the City.  The firm’s understanding of the City’s finances avoids the learning curve associated with bringing in an entirely new firm and enables them to conduct a more in-depth audit.  Maze & Associates also offers the best staffing plan, the best audit procedure and schedule, and its fees are lower.  Maze & Associates has also agreed to assign a new partner to oversee the City’s audit to ensure a critical review is performed.
The proposal is on file in the Administrative Services Department.  The contract is for three years, with an option to extend for two additional years. 

FISCAL IMPACT:
Maze & Associates’ proposal is $60,490 for the audit of FY 2007-08, $62,920 for FY 2008-09 and $65,444 for FY 2009-10.  The first and second year’s expenses are already included in the budget for 2007-2009.

ACTION:

Adopt a resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute a contract with Maze & Associates for audit services.
Attachments: Resolution

APPROVED BY:   
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