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CITY OF MARTINEZ
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA


June 18, 2008
TO:


Mayor and City Council
FROM:

Michael Chandler, Senior Management Analyst

SUBJECT:
Amend User Fee Schedule
DATE:

May 23, 2008

RECOMMENDATION:
Adopt a resolution to amend the Schedule of Fees for City Services.
The City Council expressed an interest to provide a discount for all furnace or fireplace conversions from wood-burning to gas at the User Fee Public Hearing conducted during the March 19, 2008 Council meeting.  The recommended discount is included in this report.
BACKGROUND:
The City Council adopted an amended User Fee schedule after conducting a public hearing during the March 19, 2008 Council meeting.    During the public hearing, the Council directed staff to return at a future date with an additional amendment to provide a discount on all furnace or fireplace conversions (including associated plumbing) from wood-burning to gas.  The Climate Change Ad Hoc Subcommittee, in its report to Council at the April 16, 2008 Council meeting, reiterated the City’s commitment to providing permit fee discounts for environmentally-friendly installations.  Staff recommends a valuation-based discount of 50% of the listed fees for these conversions within the Building Fee Schedule “Valuation-based Fees” (attached).  This fee discount would become effective July 1, 2008 along with the other building fee amendments.  The Environmental Protection Agency and Bay Area Air Quality Management District have determined that wood-burning appliances account for a significant portion of the carbon dioxide emissions in the Bay Area. Offering this incentive will reinforce the City’s support of such installations.   
FISCAL IMPACT:
The average residential conversion has a project value of about $1,000, which correlates to a permit fee of $71.  The proposed discount would waive 50% of that amount, or $35.50. Few conversions are expected in Fiscal Year 2008-09.
ACTION:
Motion to adopt a resolution amending the City’s Schedule of Fees for City Services.
Attachments:  Resolution, Building Fee Schedule for Valuation-based Fees
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Acting City Manager 
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