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CITY OF MARTINEZ
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA


July 23, 2008
TO:                         Mayor and City Council

FROM:                  Joann Tool, Deputy Director – Parks & Community Services

                                Dave Scola – Public Works Director

SUBJECT:             Joltin Joe
DATE:                    July 16 2008
RECOMMENDATION:
Direct staff to proceed with all elements of the Joltin Joe restoration and authorize the City Manager to sign an agreement with a boat restoration company as funding allows.
BACKGROUND:
Through a community effort in the 1990’s the Joltin Joe was restored and placed at the Marina for the enjoyment of the public.  Over the years, the weather took its toll on the boat and it is once again in need of restoration.  
Shortly after several stories ran in the local newspapers regarding the condition of the Joltin Joe  city staff was contacted by Greg Reuter, a private citizen, and John Wendt of the Order of the  Sons of Italy in America, Diablo Valley Lodge 2167.  Mr. Reuter came with an offer of restoring the Joltin Joe to its original condition.  A few days later, Mr. Wendt of the Sons of Italy phoned to ask if representatives from his lodge (John Wendt, Ray Raineri and Chuck Massetti) could meet with city staff to discuss possible fund raising for the restoration of the Joltin Joe. 

Greg Reuter is willing to act as the project coordinator for the Joltin Joe restoration.   He has extensive knowledge of boat restoration and has been contacting Chris Craft restoration facilities about their interest in restoring the boat.  The Sons of Italy are willing to fund raise to provide the funding to buy the materials to restore the boat.  The estimated cost of restoring the boat to its original state is $50,000.

The one request that comes from Mr. Reuter and the Sons of Italy is that upon its return, the City insure that the restored boat will be provided with a protective shelter or building and no longer be exposed to the elements.  Mr. Reuter would like to have the boat restored no later than Joe Dimaggio’s birthday, November 25th.

An account has been set-up within City Hall to accept donations to help restore the Joltin Joe.  The Sons of Italy have already begun to fund raise and Mr. Reuter continues to research where the boat should be taken for restoration.  When the appropriate restoration facility is selected, a contract will be entered into which the City Manager may sign.

FISCAL IMPACT:
None at this time
ACTION:
Motion to approve the restoration of the Joltin Joe, and authorize the City Manager to sign a contract with a boat restoration facility.
APPROVED BY:
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