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CITY OF MARTINEZ 




           CITY COUNCIL AGENDA

November 5, 2008
TO:                    
Mayor and City Council

FROM:             
Mercy G. Cabral, Deputy City Clerk
SUBJECT:
Amending Council Polices and Procedures regarding Time Limits
DATE: 
October 24, 2008
RECOMMENDATION:

Review and adopt a resolution amending the Council Policies and Procedures, Section IV.-MEETINGS, G. Rules of Order, #14. Public Participation, 1(b) Public Comments. 
BACKGROUND:

Councilmember Lara DeLaney requested that the Council review the Council Policies and Procedures which were adopted in May of 2006.  The Council specifically asked staff to research the time limits policy in which the public is allowed to speak. 
While researching this issue staff observed that many other jurisdictions’ restrict time limits to three minutes per person, thus allowing more public participation which facilitates a more fair and efficient meeting.  Removing the last sentence in Section “b” Public Comments, would achieve this purpose (see attachment, IV. MEETINGS).
Staff  reviewed the agendas for all the cities in Contra Costa County, including the County’s and the Martinez Unified School District, and all agencies have three-minute limits for public comment, with the exception of City of Richmond who has a two-minute limit and the Cities of San Pablo and San Ramon who have a 5 minute time limit.

Alternatives: 

A. 
Move the Public Comment section of the Agenda after the Consent Calendar or before Council Comments.  This would allow those members of the public who wish to attend the meeting for a specific agenda item the opportunity to hear the item at a reasonable hour. Those wishing to speak under Public Comment can stay to do so. Below is a compilation of various processes adopted by other cities who only allow each individual to speak for three minutes:
· City of Clayton after Consent Calendar. 
· City of Concord has a Public Comment limit of 15 minutes; any remaining speakers are heard at the end of the meeting.
· City of Hercules has a Public Comment limit of 30 minutes; any remaining speakers are heard at the end of the meeting. 
· Martinez Unified School District, Public Comment limit of 10 minutes, any remaining speakers are heard at the end of the meeting.
· City of Antioch, Brentwood, and Richmond have two Public Comment sections, one for items not listed on the agenda, and the other to address all remaining items except public hearings.

 B. 
Other alternative includes having no time limit whatsoever, which some cities in California practice on a case by case basis.

FISCAL IMPACT:
There is no fiscal impact.
ACTION:
Adopt resolution amending the City Council Policies and Procedures, Section IV. Meetings, 

G. Rules of Order, #14.  Public Participation, 1(b) by establishing three minute time limits per person.

Attachments:
Council Policies Section

Resolution 
CITY OF MARTINEZ

CITY COUNCIL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

IV. MEETINGS

E.  Order of Business

The Order of Business of City Council agendas shall be established by the Mayor and City Manager.  The Presiding Officer can modify the order of the agenda as circumstances warrant. In general, the order shall be as follows:

a. Call to Order

b. Presentations/Proclamations
c. Public Comment (OPTIONAL LEAVE OR MOVE)
d. Consent Calendar
e. Public Comment (OPTIONAL)
f. Public Hearings
g. Ordinances
h. City Manager Items/Reports
i. Appointments to Agencies/Commissions
j. City Council Items/Reports
k. Public Comment (OPTIONAL)
l. City Council Comments
m. Adjournment

The agenda shall note the next Council meeting and specify if it is other than a regular meeting.

14.   Public Participation 

b. Public Comments. Any member of the public may address the Council during the “Public Comments” portion of the agenda on any item of interest to the public that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Council.  Members of the public wishing to address the Council as to items already posted on the agenda are encouraged, but not compelled, to speak to those items when they are called, rather than during the “Public Comments” segment of the meeting; provided, however, that should a person speak during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting as to an item posted on the agenda, that person shall not be permitted to address the Council a second time (or greater number of times) on the subject when the matter is called. 
Any member of the public speaking to the Council during the “Public reasonable limits established under the authority of the presiding officer and applicable law. The Council encourages public participation. Many members of the public will be denied the opportunity to speak and to have Council action taken at a reasonable hour, if at all, if reasonable limits on time and decorum are not placed on all speakers.  Time Limits shall conform to a 3-minute limit, unless, in the judgment of the presiding officer, the circumstances dictate otherwise.  Speakers during the “Public Comment” portion of the meeting shall be limited to three minutes, irrespective of the number of topics or subjects any given speaker may wish to address.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, members of the public may yield their allowed time to speak to another member of the public, but the amount of time yielded plus the time originally allowed the speaker may not exceed 10 minutes.
RESOLUTION NO. -08
AMENDING THE CITY COUNCIL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES, BY ESTABLISHING A THREE MINUTE TIME LIMITS PER PERSON

WHEREAS, the City Council has identified a need to provide sufficient time and opportunity for public discussion; and
WHEREAS, amending the current Council Policies and Procedures would facilitate a more fair and efficient meeting; and
WHEREAS, elimination of the yielding of extra time would lead to more public participation.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council amends SECTION IV. MEETINGS, G. Rules of Order, #14. Public Participation, 1(B) Public Comments, by eliminating the yielding of extra time by members of the public.

* * * * * *

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the resolution duly accepted by the City Council of the City of Martinez at a Regular Meeting of said Council held on the 5th         day of November, 2008, by the following vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

RICHARD G. HERNANDEZ, CITY CLERK
CITY OF MARTINEZ
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