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CITY OF MARTINEZ



   
           CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
December 3, 2008

TO:  

Mayor Schroder and Members of the City Council

FROM:  
Councilmember Janet H. Kennedy

SUBJECT:  
Foreclosure and Eviction Prevention Assistance 

DATE: 
 December 3, 2008’
The issues related to foreclosure have been in the news for some time now, and the effects of this housing crisis have been staggering.  Though Martinez is not one of the Contra Costa communities suffering from an overwhelming number of foreclosures, the number of foreclosures within the 94553 zip code has grown in the past few months.  Many families in the Martinez area may be having difficulty with their mortgage and are not aware of the assistance that is available to them free of charge.

A secondary consequence of foreclosure is the number of evictions that occur when a tenant has unknowingly rented property from a property owner that is in the midst of foreclosure.  Many families are often caught off guard when the lenders, who have received the properties back through the foreclosure process, plan to evict them.   These families often have limited options, including losing first and last months rent and a deposit. 
Throughout the County there are agencies that assist with foreclosure or delinquency counseling and eviction prevention.  These contacts should be posted on the City’s website.  Agencies offer both counseling and legal assistance.  It is critical that those who need assistance contact one of the agencies listed here as soon as possible.  If they do not wait until the late stages of the foreclosure there may be time to work with the lender to save their home.  The foreclosure process takes several weeks to fully execute, so there is time to seek assistance if contact is made early.
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 Here is a list of community resources:
· The HOPE Line is a hotline is run by the Homeownership Preservation Foundation.  They are not a mortgage company.  They are an independent, third-party resource that has assembled a not-for-profit network of HUD Certified agencies dedicated to helping homeowners avoid foreclosure.  You can find out more details about this service and what to expect through the www.995hope.org website. The hotline can be reached at 1.888.995.HOPE (4673).
· Housing Rights Inc. at: 1-800-261-2298 or www.housingrights.com for both foreclosure and eviction assistance as well as fair housing questions.
·  Pacific Community Services, Inc. at (925) 439-1056 or visit their website 
 at www.pcsi.org for counseling and referral.

·  Housing and Economic Rights Activists at www.heraca.org.
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