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CITY OF MARTINEZ
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA


February 4, 2009
	TO:
	Mayor and City Council



	FROM:

	Joann Tool, Deputy Director Community and Economic Development –   Recreation, Community Services & Marina

	SUBJECT:

DATE:
	Approval of Arts & Library Commission Grant
January 26, 2009

	
	


RECOMMENDATION:
1)  Authorize $1,000 from the Arts and Library Commission budget to Martinez Opera Contra Costa to cover production costs. 
2)  Authorize $500 from the Arts and Library Commission budget to Vincente Martinez/Briones High School for art supplies.

3)  Authorize the carry over of the $500 in the Arts and Library Commission budget to the new Park, Recreation, Marina & Cultural Commission for reprinting of the “Arts Around Us” brochure or to use as a grant award.

BACKGROUND:
The Arts and Library Grant budget was first set by the City Council in 2003.  The Arts and Library Commission have awarded grants to non-profits that have held performances for the Martinez community.  Some organizations that have received the grants are First Night, the Martinez Library, the Martinez Arts Association and the Willows.

When the grant budget was first awarded to the Arts and Library Commission it created an application process.  The process for the community was to secure an application, submit the application to be included on one of the commission agendas and finally be present at the Commission meeting to do a presentation on what the grant would fund.    To advertise the grants periodic press releases were delivered to the local newspapers, the grants have been advertised in the Recreation brochure, the Commissioners personally encouraged groups to apply and information is located on the City website.
During the 2007/2008 budget cycle the Arts and Library has recommended that the Council approve $3,000 in grant funding.  The recipients have been the Martinez Historical Society ($1,000), the John Muir Association ($1,000) and the Martinez Arts Association ($1,000).
At the January 2009 meeting of the Arts and Library Commission, the Commission reviewed a $1,000 grant application from Martinez Opera Contra Costa. The funding request is to help defray costs of producing opera performances within the community. The Commission also reviewed a request from the teachers at Vincente Martinez/Briones High School for $500 to purchase art supplies for the students.  The Arts and Library Commission recommends that the Council approve both the $1,000 grant and the $500 grant.
The Arts and Library Commission also discussed the fact that upon awarding the grants to the opera and the high school that there would be $500 remaining in its budget.  Since the January 2009 meeting was the last meeting of the Commission, it felt that the remaining $500 should be transferred to the new Parks, Recreation, Marina and Cultural Commission with a specific use.  The Commission decided that the money could be used one of two ways:  fund the update and reprint of the “Arts Around Us” (walking map of the murals in Martinez) or 2) use the money to grant one final grant if an application is received. By unanimous motion the Arts and Library Commission recommends that the Council approve the transfer of the remaining $500 in the Arts and Library budget to the new Parks, Recreation, Marina and Cultural Commission.

The Arts and Library budget for 2008/2009 was $5,000. This grant will come out of the 2008/2009 budget. 
FISCAL IMPACT:

$2,000 from the Cultural and Arts 2008/2009 budget, Account No. 0100802.
ACTION:
Move to authorize the granting of $1,000 from the Arts and Library Commission 2008/2009 budget to Martinez Opera Contra Costa, $500 to Vincente Martinez/Briones High School and $500 carry over of the $500 in the Arts and Library Commission budget to the new Park, Recreation, Marina & Cultural Commission for reprinting of the “Arts Around Us” brochure or to use as a grant award.
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