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CITY OF MARTINEZ
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA


April 15, 2009
	TO:
	Mayor and City Council



	FROM:   


	City Engineer

	SUBJECT:

DATE:
	Water Conservation and Penalty Program – Public Hearing
April 8, 2009

	
	


RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the City Council hold a public hearing to consider adoption of the following resolutions:

A.  
Adopt a resolution establishing water conservation measures and reducing the use of water furnished by the Martinez Water System during the water shortage emergency; and 
B. 
Adopt resolution amending Section 7, Water Supply and Interruption of Service, for the Martinez Water System – Regulation Governing Water Service.
BACKGROUND:

On March 4, 2009, staff presented a report on the impending reduction of State water supplies to Martinez’s water supplier, Contra Costa Water District (CCWD), and a possible need for drastic water conservation and penalty requirements. Since that time the water supply outlook has improved slightly.  The State Department of Water Resources as increased water allocations to CCWD from 50% to 55% of their normal allocation.  In turn, CCWD has adopted less restrictive requirements that will impact their retail customers such as Martinez Water District as well as their own treated water customers.  CCWD scaled back their forecast of 25% water reduction to 15%.   They have also eliminated their highest tier of penalties (10 times their normal rate for non compliance of reduction goals).  CCWD did adopt regulations penalizing water use above historic average at four times their normal rate.
Based on past records staff believes Martinez water customers will meet the 15% conservation goals without implementing drastic penalties.  Staff recommends the City Council adopt regulations similar to those imposed by CCWD.  This program includes the following components:

· Focuses on reducing outside water usage, while minimizing impacts on jobs and the economy.

· No rate increase.  Customers who meet their conservation targets will realize savings on their bill.

· Applies only to customers who do not meet their conservation targets.  They will pay more in the form of penalty charges.  Penalty charge revenue will be used to offset extraordinary drought expenditures (such as increased water cost, water conservation programs, public education and enforcement).

Customers who meet the conservation goals under the drought program will save money due to their reduced usage.  Water use from 2005, 2006 and 2007 will be averaged to create a historical water usage average.  The proposed penalty would be four times the quantity charge rate for water used above historical averages except landscape irrigation metered areas.  It is proposed that the four times rate be applied for all water metered landscape irrigation used above 85% of their historical average.  The current quantity charge for the City’s treated water customers is $0.386 per hundred gallons, which is not changing.  If a penalty charge is approved, it will become effective on May 1, 2009.  The reduction goals are as follows:
Classification 


% Reduction

Residential




15% 
Multi Family Residential


15%
Industrial customers


 
 5%

Commercial




15%

Public Authority



15%

Landscape Irrigation (metered)

15% (Mandatory)
Staff also recommends amending Section 7 of the City of Martinez Water Regulations to address times when drought and water conservation is necessary.  This section governs water supply and interruption of service. The proposed additions to Section 7 are:
7.5 Water Shortages.

The City reserves the right to fix the time and rate of flow of all deliveries of water to each customer and, in the event of shortage, to allocate between its customers the water supply from time to time available to the City and to establish such priorities to the available supply the City shall consider necessary and in the public interest.

7.6 Prevention of Waste.

If the City finds that a customer is wasting water by failing to repair a leak in the customer’s water system, by permitting water to run off the customer’s premises, or by failing to put water received from the City to reasonable and beneficial use, the City shall notify the customer to cease the waste.  If the customer fails to take prompt, reasonable action to stop the waste, the City may, in its sole discretion, suspend delivery of water to the customer or install a device to restrict the flow of water to the customer until the City determines that there will be no further waste of water by the customer. 

7.7 Water Conservation Encouraged.

The City encourages the installation of water conserving landscaping and water-saving devices in plumbing and water conserving appliances.  

FISCAL IMPACT:

It is anticipated that water revenues will decline proportionally to water reduction by the City Water District customers.  This loss in revenue will be offset by the need to purchase less water from CCWD. 
ACTION:

Motion approving resolutions establishing water conservation measures and reducing the use of water furnished by the Martinez Water System during the water shortage emergency; and resolution amending Section 7, Water Supply and Interruption of Service, for the Martinez Water System – Regulation Governing Water Service.
Attachments

APPROVED BY:  
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City Manager


Assistant City Manager 





Community & Economic Development 
RESOLUTION NO. -09
ESTABLISHING WATER CONSERVATION MEASURES AND REDUCING 

THE USE OF WATER FURNISHED BY THE MARTINEZ WATER SYSTEM 

DURING THE WATER SHORTAGE EMERGENCY
The CITY COUNCIL RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Authority and Purpose.

(a) 
This Resolution is enacted pursuant the emergency powers of the City Council.

(b) 
The Contra Costa Water District has allocated the City of Martinez Water System eighty-five percent (85%) of the historical average used in 2005, 2006, and 2007.
(c) 
The Purpose of this resolution is to assure that during the water shortage emergency condition that exists in Contra Costa Water District the water supply to the City is conserved for the greatest public benefit with particular regard to the requirements of water for public health, fire protection, and domestic use; to prevent waste; to prohibit non-essential uses of water; and ration the water supplies of the Martinez Water System fairly and equitably.

Section 2. Effect of Resolution.

This resolution shall take effect May 1, 2009 and shall remain in effect until the City Council declares that the water shortage emergency has ended.

Section 3. Restrictions on new service connections.

During the period this resolution is in effect, no new services will be connected to the water distribution system unless the land to be served by the new connection is within the Martinez Water Service Area.

Section 4. Waste of Water Prohibited.

No water furnished by the Martinez Water System shall be wasted. All water withdrawn from the Martinez Water System facilities shall be put to reasonable beneficial use. Waste of water includes, but is not limited to: permitting water to flow on a sidewalk, driveway, or street, or to escape in a gutter, ditch, or other surface drain; or failure to repair a controllable leak of water.

Section 5. Prohibition of Non-Essential use of water.

No water furnished by the Martinez Water System shall be used for any purpose declared to be non-essential by this resolution. The following uses of water are declared to be non-essential.

(a) 
Washing a sidewalk, driveway, parking area, tennis court, patio, or other exterior paving area, except for public safety or sanitary purposes.

(b) 
Using water in a decorative fountain unless filled with water from a source acceptable to the Martinez Water System;

(c) 
Irrigating any turf or ground cover planted after the adoption of this resolution;

(d) 
Non-commercial washing of any motor vehicle, trailer, or boat with a hose except when using a shut off nozzle.

(e) 
Filling any swimming pool constructed under a building permit issued after the adoption of this Resolution, except with water from a source acceptable to the Martinez Water System;

(f) 
Completely refilling an existing swimming pool, except a publicly owned pool refilled for reasons of public health or except where the water recycled;

(g) 
Any use of water from a fire hydrant, except to fight fire and except such specified uses from specific hydrants which the Martinez Water System from time to time determines to be necessary in the public interest.

Section 6. Enforcement of Sections 4 and 5.

(a) 
If and when the Martinez Water System becomes aware of any violation of any provisions of Sections 4 or 5 of this Resolution, a written notice shall be delivered to the premises where the violation occurs and shall be mailed to the person who is regularly billed for the service. Notice may also be given to any other person known to the Martinez Water System who is responsible for the violation or its correction. Said notice shall describe the violation and order that it be corrected, cured, or abated immediately or within such specified time as the Martinez Water System determines is reasonable under the circumstances. If said order is not complied with, the Martinez Water System may thereupon disconnect the service or place a flow restrictor where the violation occurs without further notice. Flow restrictors will be in place a minimum of three days.  The customer will be charged for restoring full service.

(b) 
Upon the second violation and each subsequent violation, a similar notice as described in (a) of this section 6 shall be delivered and water to that connection shall be disconnected, or restricted for minimum of (7) seven days. The customer will be charged for restoring full service.

Section 7. Rationing of Water Furnished by the Martinez Water System.

(a) 
The maximum quantity of water which may be used by each service connection to the water distribution system of the Martinez Water System after May 1, 2009, or such later date as the City Council shall establish, and during the period this resolution is in effect shall be determined as provided in this section 7 and is hereinafter referred to as the “water reduction goal”.

(b) 
Each bill for water service shall state the water reduction goal for the service applicable to the billing period.

(c) 
The water reduction goal for each service connection shall be based on its (2005, 2006, and 2007) average usage (Historic Water Usage) during the same billing period as follows:

Single Family Residential

15%

Multi-Family Residential

 
15%

Industrial



  
 5%

Commercial



 
15%

Public Buildings


 
15%

Irrigation



 
15% (mandatory)

(d) 
If any connection did not receive full service throughout (2005, 2006, and 2007), the assumed average daily use shall be computed by the Martinez Water System on the basis of its records of use under similar conditions, or minimum 300 gallons per day per connection.

Section 8. Penalties for exceeding Martinez Water System Historical Water Usage Average for calendar years 2005, 2006 and 2007 or portion therof.

(a) 
Commencing with the first billing period after adoption of this resolution, an extra charge shall be made for water withdrawn from the Martinez Water System by any service connection in excess of its Historic water usage excepting for metered irrigation areas shall be in excess of 85% of its Historic water use. For bills with usage outside the rationing period average daily use will be used to determine the extra charge, or actual metered use if available.

(b) 
The extra charge for the billing shall be as follows:

All water usage above Historical Water Usage Average, excepting for metered irrigation areas shall be usage above 85% of its Historic use, per billing cycle:  4 times rate

A service may have a flow restrictor installed if the quantity of water withdrawn exceeds the water reduction goals by 20 percent and/or 20 hcf for the service during two consecutive billing periods.

Section 9.  Exceptions / Appeals Procedure

If the City of Martinez Water System finds that unusual circumstances exist which make it fair, equitable and in the public interest to increase the maximum quantity of water which may be used by a particular service, under the guidelines listed in 9.3. , an increase may be granted.  Any customer may apply to the Martinez Water System for an increase in the maximum quantity of water which may be used by a particular service.

Application appeal procedure for exceptions:

1.
Written application for exceptions shall be accepted, and may be granted by the City Manager’s designee with approval of the Administrative Services Director and the City Manager.

2.
Denials of applications may be appealed in writing to the City Council Water Subcommittee.

3. 
Grounds for granting such application are:

a. mandated allocation would cause an unnecessary and undue hardship to the applicant, including, but not limited to: adverse economic impacts such as loss of production or jobs.

b. mandated allocation would cause an emergency condition affecting health, sanitation, fire protection or safety of the applicant or the public.

c. medical requirements with written verification by (if requirements are limited by household size).

d. household size – single family residence – presence of more than four permanent residents (must reside in residence more than 4 months per year).

e. care of livestock (if requirements are limited by household size).

f. small multi-family dwelling units with a lower allocation than an equivalent single family dwelling unit (based on total number of occupants).

g. other reasons may be considered through the appeal process.

Section 10.   Implementing Rules and Regulations

The City Council may from time to time adopt rules and regulations establishing procedures for implementing and enforcing this resolution.

* * * * * *

I HEREBY CERTIFY that foregoing is true and correct copy of a resolution duly adopted by the City Council of the City of Martinez at a regular meeting of said of said Council held on the 15th day of April, 2009 by the following vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:






RICHARD G. HERNANDEZ, CITY CLERK






CITY OF MARTINEZ
RESOLUTION NO. -09

Amending Section 7, water supply and interruption

 of services, for the Martinez Water System – 
Regulations Governing Water Service
WHEREAS, Section 7, of the City of Martinez Water Regulations govern Water Supply and Interruption of Service; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Martinez finds that water is a valuable natural resource; and

WHEREAS, the City Council encourages water conservation and discourages water waste.
NOW, THEREFORE, IT BE RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Martinez, that Section 7, Water Supply and Interruption of Services, for the Martinez Water System – Regulations Governing Water Service be amended by adding the bolded text, Sections 7.5, 7.6 and 7.7 of said regulations.

SECTION 7

WATER SUPPLY AND INTERRUPTION OF SERVICE
7.1
General – The City will exercise reasonable diligence and care to deliver a continuous and sufficient supply of water under proper pressure.  However, the City will not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by interruption, shortage, or insufficiency of supply.

7.2
Suspending Service – For purposes of making repairs or installing improvements to the system, the City has the right to temporarily suspend the delivery of water.  Insofar as practicable, repairs or improvements will be performed rapidly, and at times that will cause minimal inconvenience to the customers concerned.  The City will not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by suspensions of service.

7.3
Maintenance of Pressures – The City does not guarantee to maintain any specific water pressure or range of pressures for any service, and no damages relating to pressure will give any right of claim against the City.

7.4
Service Outside Corporate Limits – The City Council reserves the right to discontinue water service to any or all premises outside the corporate limits, at any time that the City may cease to have an adequate supply of water.


d.
Localized Improvements
It has been determined that improvements to the system are required in certain localized areas to provide the desired level of service for existing and future developments.  Applicants for water service in these localized areas shall pay the water connection fees and install the additional improvements required to serve these localized areas, or deposit a proportionate cost share of the improvements or enter into a deferred improvement agreement as required by the City.

These localized areas and the requirement for service are listed in Appendix A at the end of Section 14.
7.8 Water Shortages - The City reserves the right to fix the time and rate of flow of all deliveries of water to each customer and, in the event of shortage, to allocate between its customers the water supply from time to time available to the City and to establish such priorities to the available supply the City shall consider necessary and in the public interest.

7.9 Prevention of Waste - If the City finds that a customer is wasting water by failing to repair a leak in the customer’s water system, by permitting water to run off the customer’s premises, or by failing to put water received from the City to reasonable and beneficial use, the City shall notify the customer to cease the waste.  If the customer fails to take prompt, reasonable action to stop the waste, the City may, in its sole discretion, suspend delivery of water to the customer or install a device to restrict the flow of water to the customer until the City determines that there will be no further waste of water by the customer.
7.10 Water Conservation Encouraged - The City encourages the installation of water conserving landscaping and water-saving devices in plumbing and water conserving appliances.  
* * * * * *

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly adopted by the City Council of the City of Martinez at a Regular Meeting of said Council held on the 15th day of April, 2009, by the following vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:





RICHARD G. HERNANDEZ, CITY CLERK
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