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CITY OF MARTINEZ
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA


June 3, 2009
TO:


Mayor and City Council

FROM:
Michael Chandler, Senior Management Analyst
SUBJECT:
EECBG Application
DATE:

May 27, 2009
RECOMMENDATION:

Authorize the filing of a grant application for the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program as a part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 to fund the purchase of new LED and solar street and parking lot lights and conversion of existing lighting to LED and solar technology.   Staff met with the Climate Control Subcommittee on May 20th and the Subcommittee recommended forwarding this application to the City Council for approval.
BACKGROUND:

President Obama signed into law the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  This Act appropriates funding for the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) to award formula-based grants to local governments to increase energy efficiency under the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) Program.  The City is eligible to receive an award of $150,800 from the EECBG Program.  The application is due June 25, 2009 and will be prepared with assistance from the City’s climate planning consultants, Environmental Science Associates.  All funds must be obligated within 18 months (and expended within 36 months) of the effective date of the award.  Either at the time of the application, or within 120 days of the award, the City must prepare and submit an Energy Efficiency and Conservation Strategy (EECS) to describe the City’s overall plan for promoting energy efficiency, and outline the grant project(s) that support these goals.  The City intends to use its Climate Action Plan as the basis for its EECS, and outline the specific projects it intends to support with the grant funding.  

Staff presented several potential projects to the Climate Control Subcommittee. The Subcommittee recommended the City use the funding for installation of and/or conversion to energy-efficient Light Emitting Diode (LED) and solar technology for street and parking lights.  LED street lights reduce energy usage and utility costs by approximately 40% – 50%; last up to 80,000 hours longer than traditional lights (equivalent to 20 years of use); require significantly less maintenance; emit considerably less greenhouse gas; and contain no mercury, lead, or other known hazardous materials.  Furthermore, LED’s produce clear and bright lighting with no infrared or ultraviolet light, suitable for streets, roadways, sidewalks, and parking lots.  Solar lights also result in significantly reduced energy consumption and utility bills, with minimal impact on the environment compared to traditional streetlights.  The highest priority projects include the purchase and installation of 64 new LED fixtures for the new streetlights planned for Marina Vista (to augment an existing project funded primarily through a TLC grant); and the conversion of 30 High Intensity Discharge fixtures to LED on Main Street.  The remaining grant funds will be used to purchase and install solar streetlights at the fishing pier and add LED and/or solar lights to the marina’s main parking lot.      
FISCAL IMPACT:

The projected costs are $64,000 for purchasing and installing LED fixtures at Marina Vista; $54,000 for converting HID fixtures on Main Street to LED; and $30,000 for purchasing and installing LED and solar fixtures at the marina.  PG&E is developing a rebate program that will discount the monthly utility rate for LED street lights and reduce the cost of purchasing the fixtures.  The utility and maintenance savings resulting from installing LED and solar light fixtures will pay for the additional cost of the enhanced technology in as early as 7 years in some cases.
ACTION:

Motion approving resolution authorizing the filing of a grant application for the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program as a part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 to fund the purchase of new LED and solar street and parking lot lights and conversion of existing lighting. 
Attachment: Resolution
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City Manager

Assistant City Manager 




Administrative Services Director
RESOLUTION NO. -09

AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF A GRANT APPLICATION FOR THE ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND CONSERVATION BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM AS A PART OF THE AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009 TO FUND THE PURCHASE OF NEW LED AND SOLAR STREET AND PARKING LOT LIGHTS AND CONVERSION OF EXISTING LIGHTING TO LED AND SOLAR TECHNOLOGY 

WHEREAS, the City of Martinez seeks to reduce energy usage, utility costs, maintenance expenditures, and green house gas emissions through the use of efficient LED and solar technology in its street lights and parking lot lights; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Martinez is eligible to receive $150,800 in formula-based Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) funding as a part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009; and

WHEREAS, using this grant to upgrade streetlights and parking lot lights to LED and solar technology is a suitable use of this funding and consistent with the intent of the EECBG program. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Martinez does hereby authorize the Assistant City Manager of Administrative Services to file a grant application for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009: Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Formula Program Funds in the amount of $150,800. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City intends to use the grant for the purpose of upgrading streetlights and parking lot lights in Martinez to LED and solar technology as outlined in the attached staff report. 

* * * * * *

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly adopted by the City Council of the City of Martinez at a Regular Meeting of said Council held on the 3rd day of June, 2009, by the following vote:

AYES:


NOES:

ABSENT:





RICHARD G. HERNANDEZ, CITY CLERK
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