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      CITY OF MARTINEZ
                                                           CITY COUNCIL AGENDA

  June 24, 2009
     TO:


Mayor and City Council

FROM:

Tom J. Simonetti, Chief of Police
SUBJECT:

Emergency Response Vehicle
DATE:

June 1, 2009
RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the City Council approve the purchase of a new emergency response vehicle.

BACKGROUND:
After the Loma Prieta earthquake in 1989, the Police Department purchased a used 1981 Winnebago to serve as a mobile command post in the event of a natural disaster.  This vehicle known as “Control II” was purchased with asset forfeiture funds and has served the City for over 17 years.  

However, Control II is now over 28 years old with almost 100,000 miles on its original drive train.  Over the past few years, reliability has become a major concern.  The reliability of this vehicle is extremely important in an emergency situation.  Estimated costs from fund balance would be in excess of $12,000 to update the drive train alone with potential additional costs yet to be discovered during this type of restoration.
The reliability of Control II is essential to the success of the City’s Emergency Operations Plan.  If the current Police Department building became compromised in a natural disaster this vehicle has the ability to serve as a mobile command post and dispatch center.  Additionally, this vehicle would play a vital role in major policing events such as SWAT situations or other man-made events.

FISCAL IMPACT:
The anticipated cost to purchase a suitable vehicle is expected to be $100,000 depending on the outcome of the competitive bid process.

Currently, the Police Department has over $98,000 in a combination of asset forfeiture and grant funds.  One of these grant funds (SLESF) expires on June 30, 2009, if it is not committed to an equipment purchase.  In addition to these funds, a portion of the 2009 Recovery JAG Award ($20,000) has been scheduled to augment this purchase which would be made using no general fund monies.
There may also be a small savings of approximately $2,700 per year to the Police Department budget; over $8,100 has been spent over the past three years on repairs attributed to the age of the current vehicle.
ACTION:
Motion to adopt a resolution authorizing the purchase of an emergency response vehicle. 
APPROVED BY:
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City Manager

RESOLUTION NO.  -09

AUTHORIZING THE EXPENDITURE OF $100,000.00

FROM ASSET FORFEITURE, GRANT FUNDS AND RECOVERY JAG AWARD FUNDS FOR PURCHASE OF AN EMERGENCY RESPONSE VEHICLE

WHEREAS, the Martinez City Council wishes to increase public safety and the quality of life in the city of Martinez; and

WHEREAS, the purchase of a new emergency response vehicle is extremely important in order to properly respond in an emergency situation; and

WHEREAS, this vehicle has the ability to serve as a mobile command post and dispatch center; and

WHEREAS, this vehicle would play a vital role in the event of a natural disaster and in major policing events such as SWAT situations or other man-made events, and

WHEREAS, this project will be funded by asset forfeiture, Recovery JAG Award funds and grant funding in the amount of $100,000.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Martinez hereby authorizes an expenditure of $100,000 from asset forfeiture, Recovery JAG Award funds and grant funding to allow total funding of this project.    

* * * * * *

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly adopted by the City Council of the City of Martinez, at an Adjourned Regular Meeting of said Council held on the 24th of June, 2009, by the following vote:

AYES:



NOES:



ABSENT:









RICHARD G. HERNANDEZ, CITY CLERK
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