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CITY OF MARTINEZ
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA


July 15, 2009
	TO:
	Mayor and City Council



	FROM:   


	Tim Tucker, City Engineer


	SUBJECT:

DATE:
	Martinez-Benicia Bridge Bike Lane
July 7, 2009

	
	


RECOMMENDATION:
Adopt the attached resolution authorizing the Mayor sign a letter requesting CalTrans to make the acquisition of right-of-way and the construction of a pedestrian and bikeway path between the Martinez-Benicia Bridge and Marina Vista a high priority.
BACKGROUND:

On July 2, 2009 the Martinez Shoreline Joint Planning Agency (EBRP and the City of Martinez) met.  One agenda item was the Caltrans Martinez-Benicia Bridge pedestrian and bicycle path project.  The new path is an important segment of the Bay Trail and Ridge Trail.  CalTrans is working with the cities of Martinez, Benicia, East Bay Regional Park District, MTC and other stakeholders on a ribbon cutting ceremony.  The ceremony will be held 10:00 a.m. Tuesday, August 29th.  Due to limited parking on the Martinez side of the bridge the main ceremony will be held in Benicia.  East Bay attendees will be encouraged to come early and walk or ride to the event from Martinez using the path, which will open at 9:00 a.m.  After a short dedication ceremony a bicycle rodeo will conclude the festivities.  
The stakeholders have been meeting with CalTrans staff regarding design concerns that exist at the exit point in both Benicia and Martinez.  The San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission (BCDC) issued permits and placed conditions of approval on the construction.  BCDC required that both the pedestrian and bike paths be extended from of the bridge path to Marina Vista.  Unfortunately BCDC approved the plans without this amenity.  Although bicyclists can legally use the roadway to access the bridge path, CalTrans has agreed to pursue the purchase of additional right-of-way and the construction of a marked pedestrian and bike path.
The Joint Planning Agency recommended that both the Martinez City Council and the East Bay Regional Park District Board write letters to  CalTrans  expressing concern about the pedestrian and bike access from the bridge to Marina Vista and adopt resolutions requesting CalTrans to make the acquisition of the needed right-of-way and the construction of a marked pedestrian and bicycle path a high priority.
FISCAL IMPACT:

No fiscal impact.
ACTION:

Adopt Resolution authorizing the Mayor sign a letter requesting CalTrans establish, a high priority, for the acquisition of right-of-way and the construction of a pedestrian and bikeway path between the Martinez-Benicia Bridge and Marina Vista.
Attachments: 
Resolution
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Assistant City Manager


RESOLUTION NO. -09

authorizing the Mayor sign a letter requesting Caltrans 
establish, a high priority, for the acquisition of right-of-way
 and the construction of a pedestrian and bikeway path between the Martinez-Benicia Bridge and Marina Vista

WHEREAS, walking and bicycling are increasingly recognized as important components of the transportation system; and

WHEREAS, walking and bicycling can reduce traffic, air pollution and energy consumption; and

WHEREAS, walking and bicycling can also improve the health and quality of life of residents and communities; and

WHEREAS, Caltrans is nearing the completion of the segment of the Bay Trail and Ridge Trail systems(Trails) in conjunction with improvements to the Martinez-Benicia bridge project; and 

WHEREAS, these Trails are important transportation and recreational links for Martinez, Benicia, Contra Costa and Solano Counties (Community); and 

WHEREAS, it is important to the Community that a marked pedestrian and bicycle path be constructed from the terminus of the bridge trail and Marina Vista; and

WHEREAS, Caltrans staff has agreed to pursue the acquisition of right-of-way and the construction of a marked pedestrian and bikeway path from the terminus of the bridge trail and Marina Vista.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED That the City Council of the City of Martinez hereby authorize the Mayor sign a letter requesting Caltrans establish a high priority for the acquisition of right-of-way and the construction of a Class I bikeway between the Martinez-Benicia Bridge and Marina Vista.

* * * * * *

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly adopted by the City Council of the City of Martinez at a Regular Meeting of said Council held on the 15th day of July, 2009 by the following vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:


RICHARD G. HERNANDEZ, CITY CLERK


CITY OF MARTINEZ
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