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CITY OF MARTINEZ
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA


September 23, 2009
TO:


Mayor and City Council

FROM:
Michael Chandler, Senior Management Analyst
SUBJECT:
AB 1203 Support
DATE:

September 2, 2009
RECOMMENDATION:

Motion authorizing the Mayor to sign a letter on behalf of the City in support of AB 1203 – Transportation Bond Funds: Transit System Safety.
BACKGROUND:

AB 1203 (Ma) is a bill intended to establish specific guidelines related to the release of some of the bond funds from Prop 1B, the “Highway Safety, Traffic Reduction, Air Quality, and Port Security Bond Act of 2006.”  Existing law requires $1B of the $19.925B Prop 1B bond proceeds to go into the Transit System Safety, Security, and Disaster Response Account, which funds various capital projects related to transportation’s role preventing and responding to disaster situations.  Of this $1B, 25% must be specifically allocated for capital expenditures to regional public waterborne transit agencies authorized to operate a regional public water transit system (i.e. ferry service).  The California Emergency Management Agency (Cal EMA) is tasked with administering a grant application and award program for transit agencies eligible to receive these funds, and with selecting eligible projects by February 1st of each fiscal year in which funds are appropriated.  
AB 1203 establishes the specific grant process Cal EMA must administer, requiring Cal EMA to adopt guidelines establishing the criteria and process for distribution of the funds; issue a notice of funding availability no later than October 1st; receive project nominations by December 1st; and provide the Controller with a list of projects and sponsoring agencies eligible to receive an allocation by February 1st.  The bill further requires the Controller upon receipt of this information to commence any necessary actions to allocate funds to the sponsoring agencies.  The passage of AB 1203 will expedite the release of grant funds needed by the Water Emergency Transit Authority (WETA) to proceed with plans for regional ferry service in Martinez.
FISCAL IMPACT:

No fiscal impact.
ACTION:

Motion authorizing the Mayor to sign a letter on behalf of the City in support of AB 1203 – Transportation Bond Funds: Transit System Safety.
Attachment: AB 1203 Letter of Support
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City Manager

Assistant City Manager 




Administrative Services Director
September 23, 2009

The Honorable Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

State Capitol Building

Sacramento, CA  95814

RE:
AB 1203 (Ma) Transportation Bond Funds: Transit System Safety Notice of Support
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger: 

I am writing on behalf of the City Council of the City of Martinez to express our support for Assembly Bill 1203. 

AB 1203 defines the specific grant process the California Emergency Management Agency (Cal EMA) must administer to award a portion of Proposition 1B funds to sponsoring agencies for various water transit system projects.  Streamlining the process by which the funds are to be awarded will expedite crucial infrastructure projects pertaining to transportation’s role in preventing and responding to disaster situations.  The City of Martinez is eager to participate in a regional ferry system connecting it to San Francisco, which would provide multiple benefits such as greatly improving the region’s capacity to respond to emergency and disaster situations; reducing congestion on area roads and highways with the shift to water transit; and enhancing the local economy.  The City has been coordinating with the Water Emergency Transportation Authority (WETA) for the past 2 years to help achieve this objective. 

For these reasons, the City of Martinez supports AB 1203.  

Thank you for your leadership on this important issue.

Sincerely,

Rob Schroder, Mayor

cc:
Charlene Haught Johnson, WETA Chair


Members of the Martinez City Council
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