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CITY OF MARTINEZ
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA


September 23, 2009
TO:


Mayor and City Council

FROM:
Michael Chandler, Senior Management Analyst
SUBJECT:
SB 406 Letter of Support
DATE:

September 16, 2009
RECOMMENDATION:

Motion authorizing the Mayor to sign a letter on behalf of the City in support of SB 406 – Land Use: Environmental Quality.
BACKGROUND:

SB 406 (DeSaulnier) is a bill that will provide much needed revenue to local governments and the region to perform the necessary planning mandated by SB 375 (Steinberg), which was signed into law in 2008.  SB 375 was designed to facilitate achievement of the greenhouse gas reduction mandates set forth in AB 32 by establishing broad transportation and housing planning requirements intended to reduce the need for private vehicle use. 
Funding is needed by the Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs), Councils of Government (COGs), and local governments to make progress with sustainable planning.  Under SB 406, MPOs/COGs are authorized (but not required) to impose a fee of up to $2 in the vehicle registration fee for the purpose of planning a sub-regional sustainable communities strategy (SCS).  The registration fee (which would go into effect on either April 1 or October 1) would cover the cost of the plans to reduce Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT), which is the metric used under SB 375, with 50% of the total revenue directed to local governments in the form of planning grants to support SB 375 implementation.
FISCAL IMPACT:

According to the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG), if SB 406 passes and the $2 increase to the vehicle registration fee is imposed, a pool of approximately $6M would be available annually in the form of competitive planning grants to local governments for this region, which consists of the following counties and their respective cities and towns: Alameda, Contra Costa, Napa, Solano, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Sonoma, Marin, and San Francisco.  
ACTION:

Motion authorizing the Mayor to sign a letter on behalf of the City in support of SB 406 – Land Use: Environmental Quality.
Attachment: SB 406 Letter of Support
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City Manager

Assistant City Manager 




Administrative Services Director
September 23, 2009

The Honorable Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

State Capitol Building

Sacramento, CA  95814

RE:
SB 406 (DeSaulnier) – Land Use: Environmental Quality Notice of Support
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger: 

I am writing on behalf of the City Council of the City of Martinez to urge you to sign SB 406 into law.  This bill provides a funding source for local and regional planning to implement SB 375 and the required Sustainable Communities Strategies (SCS), which will integrate land use and transportation planning. 

Sustainable growth makes our region more climate-friendly, affordable, and economically competitive.  SB 406 provides the funding to do the kind of regional-local planning and implementation that is essential to achieve the promise of SB 375 and reduce greenhouse gas emissions through better transportation and land use planning.  

Please sign SB 406 so that we can secure the critical funding needed to help foster sustainable planning. 

Sincerely,

Rob Schroder, Mayor

cc:
Susan Kennedy, Chief of Staff, Office of Governor Schwarzenegger

Cynthia Bryant, Deputy Chief of Staff, Director of Governor’s Office of Planning and Research

Members of the Martinez City Council
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