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CITY OF MARTINEZ
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA


January 6, 2010
	TO:
	Mayor and City Council



	FROM:   


	Michelle Wierschem, Contract Recreation Manager

Karen L. Majors, Assistant City Manager  Community and 
Economic Development


	SUBJECT:


	Proposition 84 Grant Application

	DATE:
	December 21, 2009


RECOMMENDATION: 
Discuss informational item and provide direction to staff. 
BACKGROUND:
On November 7, 2006, California voters approved Proposition 84, the $5.4 Billion Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection Bond Act of 2006. Approximately $368 Million of this grant was set aside for Sustainable Communities and Climate Change Reduction.  Parks and park improvements were deemed an integral part of creating livable communities.  The allocation of these funds will be through a competitive grant program that is based on the creation of new or expanded parks and recreation opportunities.  The projects proposed must benefit the health of families, youth, senior citizens and other population groups by meeting their recreational, cultural, social, educational and environmental needs.  

In 2008, our local voters approved Martinez Measure H and the East Bay Regional Parks (EBRP) Measure WW.  With our local Measure H to take care of improving all our parks, the pool and library, staff felt that addressing cultural needs might be an excellent use of the City’s portion of Measure WW which is approximately $1.6 million.  A number of possible projects have been discussed on a preliminary basis that include: 1) completely renovating the historic train station; 2) adding wind and sun screen protection at the amphitheater to enhance comfort for cultural arts patrons; 3) advancing a gazebo design at the fishing pier; and 4) allocating resources to completely redesign and reconstruct the exterior of the 48,000 square foot Zocchi building for use as a community center some day. 
Several months ago, staff received preliminary information regarding Proposition 84.  The City’s contract recreation and marina advisor recommended to the Parks, Recreation, Marina and Cultural Commission (PRMCC) that the City would be competitive in more than one category if it applied for Prop 84 funding.   Until the City determines what percentage of Proposition 84 funding is to be awarded in the first two funding cycles in March and September 2010, staff proposes delaying using Measure WW monies (which are available to the City until 2013). 
The first Proposition 84 applications are due March 1, 2010.  The maximum application amount is $5 million.  No matching funds are required.  Based upon the grant requirements, communities or areas within communities must meet at least one of two criteria, which are lack of park space per capita and median household income.  An area near Shoreline Park meets both criteria.  Pursuant to this information and other aspects of the grant application process, staff believes that applying for enhancements to and an expansion of Shoreline Park to include renovation of the Historic Train Depot and the John Muir Amphitheater, and the possible inclusion of all weather surfaces to the Waterfront soccer and softball fields, would qualify as suitable projects for use of the grant.  Given the application criteria and the needs of the community, the combination of these projects into one or two grant applications totaling $5 million might be the best way to enhance the City’s competitiveness in applying for this grant.
The PRMCC appointed a Grants Subcommittee to consider potential grant applications and use of grant funds. A Grants Subcommittee meeting with community stakeholders took place on December 15th to discuss the possible application for Proposition 84 funds. Another meeting will take place in early January with the Historic Society, Martinez Arts Association, National Parks Service, East Bay Regional Park District and Main Street to further discuss facility use and outreach to the public, if the City Council supports this approach.  Extensive collaboration with the community will be needed to put together a competitive grant application for Proposition 84 funding.  Staff will return to the City Council with more detailed information once community outreach has been completed to discuss application recommendations of the PRMCC.
FISCAL IMPACT: 
The use of staff time.
ACTION:
Provide direction to staff as needed.
APPROVED BY:
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