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CITY OF MARTINEZ
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA


March 3, 2010
TO:


Mayor and City Council

FROM:
Michael Chandler, Senior Management Analyst
SUBJECT:
State Energy Program Funding
DATE:

February 23, 2010
RECOMMENDATION:
Adopt a resolution authorizing the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) to accept funding from the California Energy Commission for a regional residential energy retrofit program – Retrofit Bay Area – and recognizing Contra Costa County as the local implementer of the program.

BACKGROUND

The Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) partnered with eight Bay Area counties, representing a total of 104 local governments in the San Francisco Bay Area, in submitting a $10.75M application to the California Energy Commission (CEC) to fund residential energy retrofits.  The application was in response to the CEC’s request for proposals for $95M in State Energy Program (SEP) funds to be awarded.   This regional proposal - Retrofit Bay Area - will establish the infrastructure for a market-driven residential retrofit program.  This self-sustaining program will stimulate the economy and create jobs while transforming energy markets in California.  Designed for scalability and transferability, this program will create a model that can be replicated statewide and nationally.

The CEC announced in February 2010 that ABAG’s request for grant funding of $10.75M was approved, of which Contra Costa County will receive $1.1M for home energy retrofit services.  The County’s Department of Conservation and Development will operate the SEP grant program serving residents of the entire County.  The grant program will build off the County’s experience operating existing home energy retrofit programs.  The County’s program will offer subsidized home energy assessments, and rebates on the cost of energy efficiency improvements to qualifying homeowners proposing to implement home improvement projects that achieve at least a 20% reduction in home energy consumption. 

The CEC requires all participating local jurisdictions to provide an authorizing resolution approved by the local jurisdiction’s Governing Authority.  An agreement between the California Energy Commission and ABAG must be executed.  Prior to the agreement being executed, all partnering counties will have to sign a memorandum of understanding (MOU) to coordinate program activities with ABAG.  Funds will be released by ABAG to Contra Costa County as the program implementer for County jurisdictions.

FISCAL IMPACT:
The program will be made available to residents within the County based on need and the order in which qualifying applications are received.  No specific “pro rata” share is designated for participating jurisdictions.
ACTION:

Adopt a resolution authorizing the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) to accept funding from the California Energy Commission for a regional residential energy retrofit program – Retrofit Bay Area – and recognizing Contra Costa County as the local implementer of the program within Contra Costa County.

Attachment: Resolution
APPROVED BY:
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City Manager

RESOLUTION NO. -10

Authorizing the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) to accept funding from the California Energy Commission (CEC) for a regional residential energy retrofit program – Retrofit Bay Area – and recognizing Contra Costa County as the local implementer of the program within Contra Costa County

WHEREAS, the City of Martinez recognizes that it is in the interest of the local, regional, state, and federal agencies to stimulate the economy; create and retain jobs; reduce fossil fuel emissions; and reduce total energy usage and improve energy efficiency; and

WHEREAS, the City has committed to an ongoing, coordinated effort to reduce the emissions that cause global warming, improve air quality, reduce waste, cut energy use and save money; and 

WHEREAS, the City is committed to reducing community-wide greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2020 in accordance with AB32; and

WHEREAS, State Energy Program (SEP) funds are available through the California Energy Commission’s SEP Funding Opportunities for grants to eligible local governments for cost-effective energy efficiency projects; and

WHEREAS, the SEP allows for public agencies or non-profit entities to apply for funds on behalf of eligible local governments; and

WHEREAS, the City is eligible for SEP funding under the California Energy Commission’s SEP Program; and

WHEREAS, the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) submitted a regional application to implement a regional residential energy retrofit program – Retrofit Bay Area –  for the purpose of qualifying for SEP funds from the California Energy Commission; and

WHEREAS, ABAG’s application was approved by the California Energy Commission in February 2010.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Martinez authorizes ABAG to accept a grant award on its behalf and to enter into all necessary contracts and agreements, and amendments thereto, on its behalf to implement and carry out the Retrofit Bay Area program.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Martinez recognizes the County of Contra Costa as the lead local implementer for the Retrofit Bay Area program for all of the local jurisdictions in Contra Costa County, and that ABAG as the fiscal agent, will disburse the funds to Contra Costa County to implement and carry out the program.

* * * * * * 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly adopted by the City Council of the City of Martinez at a Regular Meeting of said Council held on the      3rd day of March, 2010, by the following vote:

AYES:


NOES:


ABSENT:








RICHARD G. HERNANDEZ, CITY CLERK
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