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CITY OF MARTINEZ
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA


March 17, 2010
	TO:
	Mayor and City Council



	FROM:   


	City Engineer

	SUBJECT:

DATE:
	Rescinding Drought Resolutions
March 11, 2010

	
	


RECOMMENDATION:
Adopt resolution promoting voluntary water conservation and rescinding mandatory water conservation Resolutions Nos. 044-09 and 010-10.
BACKGROUND:

On February 26, 2010 Contra Costa Water District (CCWD) held their monthly retailer’s meeting.  CCWD staff provided an update of the current water supply conditions.  They indicate that after three years of drought, the state’s hydrological situation is improving.  Statewide precipitation is at average levels and the Northern Sierra snowpack is 25% above normal.   Shasta Reservoir is above its historic level for this date and is at 77% of capacity compared to 34% of capacity at this time last year.  CCWD anticipates receiving between 75-100% of their normal allocation of water from the Bureau of Reclamation through their Central Valley Project.  
Martinez residents have done a great job conserving water over this past year.  There was a 20% overall reduction in water use.  Approximately 85% of our customers met their water use goals. Many residents took advantage of low flow toilet vouchers and washer rebates.  CCWD and City staff are confident that by implementing voluntary water conservation there will be adequate water supplies to meet our customer’s needs this coming year.

It is anticipated that the CCWD Board will terminate its penalty system in favor of a voluntary conservation program.  Staff recommends the City Council concurrently terminate mandatory rationing and support a voluntary water conservation program.
On May 20, 2009 the City Council adopted a resolution establishing temporary regulations to reduce the use water furnished by the Martinez Water System during the water shortage emergency.  On January 20, 2010 the Council approved a minor modification to these regulations.  The attached resolution promotes voluntary water conservation and rescinding mandatory water conservation Resolutions Nos. 044-09 and 010-10. 
The City has several billing cycles over a two month period.  Rationing will be phased out starting with the first full billing cycle after March 31, 2010, which will not be reflected in a customer’s bill until May 30th.  Therefore, the billing of April 12th, April 19th, April 26th, April 30th, May 12th, May 19th, and May 26th, will be drought billed. The phasing out of the rationing program is consistent with the original phasing in of the program. As a result, all customers regardless of billing cycle will have had 5 billings under drought restrictions.

As indicated to the Council in January water conservation will remain essential in California.  In 2009 the Council amended the City’s Regulations Governing Water Service to encourage water conservation and to prevent the wasting of water.  Staff will continue to provide conservation information on our web site and through direct mailings to our customers.  We will continue rebate and voucher programs along with providing conservation kits on request.
FISCAL IMPACT:

None.
ACTION:

Adopt resolution promoting voluntary water conservation and rescinding mandatory water conservation Resolutions 044-09 and 010-10.
Attachments: 

Resolution
Chart
APPROVED BY:
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City Manager

RESOLUTION NO. -10

Promoting Voluntary Water Conservation and rescinding 

MANDATORY WATER CONSERVATION RESOLUTIONS NOs. 044-09 AND 010-10

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Martinez did adopt Resolution No. 044-09, “Establishing Water Conservation Measures and Reducing the Use of Water Furnished by the Martinez Water System During the Water Shortage Emergency”, on May 20, 2009; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Martinez did adopt Resolution No. 010-10, “Amending Section 8 of Resolution No. 044-09 Exempting Penalties applied for Water Use Less than or Equal to 300 Gallons Per Day Per Single Family of Multi-Family Residential Account”, on January 20, 2010; and
WHEREAS, said Resolutions were adopted pursuant to the mandatory reduction of 15% by Contra Costa Water District of the City’s raw water allocation enforceable through severe monetary penalties; and
WHEREAS, it is anticipated that the Contra Costa Water District Board of Directors will modify the allocation to the City of Martinez Water System to a voluntary 10% reduction goal on or about March 31, 2010.
NOW THEREFORE, IT BE RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 

Martinez, that Martinez Water System customers shall not be subject to mandatory water conservation penalties starting with their first full billing cycle following March 31, 2010.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Martinez that in consideration of the above, Resolutions Nos.044-09 and 010-10 are herby rescinded at the conclusion of the penalty billing cycles described above and subject to Contra Costa Water District terminating mandatory rationing penalties for raw water to the City of Martinez; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Council supports and promotes voluntary water conservation.
* * * * * *

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly adopted by the City Council of the City of Martinez at a Regular Meeting of said Council held on the 17th day of March, 2010 by the following vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:






RICHARD G. HERNANDEZ, CITY CLERK
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