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CITY OF MARTINEZ
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA


April 7, 2010
	TO:
	City Council


	FROM: 
PREPARED BY:  


	Vice Mayor Lara DeLaney
Michael Chandler, Senior Management Analyst

	SUBJECT:

DATE:
	Resolution of Support for Get Connected!
March 30, 2010

	
	


RECOMMENDATION:
Consider a resolution supporting Get Connected! and a call to action.
BACKGROUND:

The City has worked over the past several years to expand opportunities for residents to access high-speed internet.  Staff helped expedite the major build-out projects of franchise providers Comcast and AT&T to expand availability of high-speed Internet throughout Martinez.  The City has also engaged an area wi-fi provider on a joint project and expects free wi-fi service in parts of downtown to be available by the end of May.  Additionally, the City partnered with the cities of Clayton, Concord, Pleasant Hill and Walnut Creek on a joint application to Google for consideration as a test city in an ultra high speed broadband project.  This resolution in support of Get Connected!, a project of the California Emerging Technology Fund, is further indication of the City’s consistent efforts to make high-speed Internet accessible to its residents.
FISCAL IMPACT:

None.
ACTION:

Motion to adopt a resolution supporting Get Connected! and a call to action.
RESOLUTION NO. –10

DECLARATION OF SUPPORT FOR GET CONNECTED! AND A CALL TO ACTION 

WHEREAS, closing the Digital Divide is vital to the economic prosperity and quality of life for residents in Martinez and throughout California; and

WHEREAS, the City of Martinez finds and declares that high-speed internet access – referred to generically as “broadband” and including both wireline and wireless technologies – is essential 21st Century infrastructure in a digital world and global economy; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Martinez recognizes that California is home to a  wellspring of innovation that has given rise to the evolution of broadband and other information technologies, however Californians’ adoption and use of broadband technology is only approximately equivalent to the national average; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Martinez acknowledges that 38% of all Californians and 40% of low-income households are not connected to the Internet with broadband, leaving more than 14 million Californians without high-speed Internet access at home; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Martinez is committed to helping families and children be healthy, productive and self-sufficient  and realizes the use of broadband can save both time and money for residents while helping them bridge the economic divide; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Martinez is committed to reducing its carbon footprint and recognizes that broadband is a strategic “green” technology that decreases greenhouse gas emissions and dependence on foreign oil by enabling e-government and the provision of more services online; and 
WHEREAS, the City of Martinez is committed to Digital Inclusion and increasing citizen participation in the public process through expanded engagement using broadband; and 
WHEREAS, the City of Martinez recognizes it has the opportunity to impact broadband deployment and adoption in its several local government roles and responsibilities, including as a policy leader, planning body, land use approval agency, and purchaser-consumer of communications equipment and information technology; and 
WHEREAS, the City of Martinez welcomes the opportunity to partner with the California Emerging Technology Fund along with the Governor, Legislature, other local governments, civic leaders, community organizations, employers, labor representatives, educators, and policymakers to encourage adoption of broadband technology.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Martinez directs that appropriate policies promoting and supporting the deployment and adoption of broadband be considered as part of the General Plan update process.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council directs the City Manager and other appropriate departments to determine how to optimize the use of broadband technology to inform and engage residents to increase citizen participation in the public processes of governance and expand Digital Inclusion; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council will seek to cooperate and share the results of Get Connected! with neighboring jurisdictions and other public agencies and shall post this resolution on the City website and send a copy to the Association of Bay Area Governments for appropriate distribution to other local governments; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council authorizes the use of their names as champions of Get Connected! on the websites of the California Emerging Technology Fund (www.CETFund.org and www.GetConnectedToday.com) and in printed materials pertaining to Get Connected!
* * * * * *

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly adopted by the City council of the City of Martinez at a Regular Meeting of said Council held on the 7th day of April, 2010, by the following vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:









RICHARD G. HERNANDEZ, CITY CLERK
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