CITY OF MARTINEZ                        
 CITY COUNCIL AGENDA

 July 24, 2006
TO:


Mayor and City Council

FROM:

June Catalano, City Manager

PREPARED BY:
Richard Pearson, Community Development Director

Joann Tool, Deputy Director, Parks and Community Services

SUBJECT:

Park Surveillance Camera
DATE:

July 20, 2006
RECOMMENDATION:

Motion approving the Park and Recreation Commission recommendation to expend $3400 of Park Dedication fees for the purchase of a surveillance camera to be used in the parks.
BACKGROUND:

Parks maintenance has noted that there has been a tremendous amount of vandalism to the skate park area, the picnic area and the restrooms at Waterfront Park as well as other parks throughout the City.  In an effort to help stop this problem, Chief Cutaia made a presentation to the Park and Recreation Commission regarding the use of surveillance cameras.  The Chief indicated that cameras are an effective means of helping the Police department curtail vandalism in park areas.  The cost of the camera is $3400. 

DISCUSSION:
In an effort to curtail the current wave of vandalism in the parks, a surveillance camera that will be used throughout the park system, will be purchased with Park Dedication fees.  This camera is motion sensitive and is set on a timer to take pictures of activity after the park closes or at anytime deemed necessary by the police department.  The camera is set in a vandal proof box and is placed in an obvious location to act as a vandalism deterrent.  The cost of such a camera is $3400.  It is the recommendation of the Park and Recreation Commission that the City Council approve the allocation of $3,400 from Park Dedication fees for the purchase of the camera. 
FISCAL IMPACT:
$3,400 from Park Dedication fees.
