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RECOMMENDATION:

Mayor Schroder urges the Council to support Congressman Miller’s bill H.R. 4812, the Local Jobs for American Act.

BACKGROUND:

The League of California Cities and National League of Cities (NLC) are asking cities to contact their congressional representatives in support of H.R. 4812 (Miller, D-7), the Local Jobs for America Act. 

The legislation is the first major federal jobs proposal to provide cities and towns, not just states, fiscal assistance to save and create jobs in their local communities. NLC and city officials helped develop this bill which would put one million Americans back to work by restoring these services in local communities, in both public and private sector jobs. 

Through a funding formula based on the Community Development Block Grant program, the bill would direct $75 billion to cities, towns and counties to save municipal jobs and prevent layoffs. Of the $75 billion, $52.5 billion would go directly to communities with at least 50,000 residents, and $22.5 billion would go directly to states to distribute to communities with fewer than 50,000 residents.

H.R. 4812 also includes $23 billion to help states support an estimated 250,000 education jobs; $1.18 billion to put 5,500 law enforcement officers on the beat; and $500 million to hire and retain fire fighters and $500 million for approximately 50,000 additional on-the-job training slots to help private business expand employment. Additional information regarding the bill can be found on NLC’s web site: (www.edlabor.house.gov).



FISCAL IMPACT:

No impact to the general fund.

ACTION:

Approve resolution supporting H.R. 4812, Local Jobs for America Act.



RESOLUTION NO.  -10

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE
H.R. 4812, LOCAL JOBS FOR AMERICA ACT


WHEREAS, our nation is going through one of the most difficult economic times in its history with the national unemployment rate hovering around 10 percent; and

WHEREAS, despite signs of an economic recovery at the national level, economic conditions in cities and towns across the country continue to worsen with more municipal governments facing significant budget shortfalls and increased demand for services; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Martinez employs 131 workers who provide critical services to our residents ranging from public safety, community and economic development, public works/street maintenance, and waste water treatment; and 

WHEREAS, such action to counter the recession’s impact on the City of Martinez would contribute to an increase in the lack of fiscal stability for this community and further contribute to the nation’s unemployment rate just as the economy begins to recover; and 

WHEREAS, federal aid will be necessary if the City of Martinez is to avoid public service worker layoffs including fire and police, teachers and other important city workers or significant increases in taxes to pay the salaries of these employees.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Martinez endorses H.R. 4812, the Local Jobs for America Act because it will help create one million public and private jobs in local communities this year, including in the City of Martinez. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Martinez supports the Local Jobs for America Act because it will help ensure that our city can continue to provide services essential to families in our community; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Martinez supports H.R. 4812 because it would help prevent state and local tax increases, while helping governments avoid making the choice between eliminating services and raising taxes; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Martinez supports H.R. 4812 because it would help stimulate local businesses and create more jobs in the local economy; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Martinez urges Congress and the President to adopt H.R. 4812 into law immediately so that cities and towns across America can retain existing employees and provide employment opportunities in the public and private sectors.


* * * * * * 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly adopted by the City Council of the City of Martinez at a Regular Meeting of said Council held on the 5th day of May, 2010, by the following vote:

AYES:	

NOES:	

ABSENT:	



						

						RICHARD G. HERNANDEZ, CITY CLERK
						CITY OF MARTINEZ
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