

CITY OF MARTINEZ	CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
	May 19, 2010


	   TO:
	  Mayor and City Council


	FROM:   

	Tim Tucker, City Engineer

	SUBJECT:

DATE:
	Update of Urban Water Management Plan

May 10, 2010

	
	


RECOMMENDATION:

Adopt resolution allocating $40,000 from Water Surplus Funds to draft the City of Martinez’s 2010 Urban Water Management Plan.

BACKGROUND:

After experiencing severe and extended droughts in the mid 1970s the State of California in 1983 adopted AB 797 (and subsequent amendments), commonly known as the Urban Water Management Planning Act.  The act requires every urban water supplier with more than 3,000 customers, which includes the City of Martinez Water System, to adopt and periodically update an Urban Water Management Plan (Plan).  The City’s plan was last updated in 2005.  The plan must be updated a minimum of every five years.

The intent of the law is to require urban water suppliers to evaluate benefits and costs for various water conservation methods as an alternative to expanding their water supply.  It also requires suppliers to develop plans of action should water shortages occur.  Requirements of the plan include the following:

1.  	Describe the service area including current and projected population, climate, and other demographic factors affecting the suppliers water management planning.
2.  	Identify and quantify sources of water.
3.  	Describe the reliability of the water supply and vulnerability to seasonal or climatic shortages.
4.  	Describe the opportunities for exchange or transfer of water on a short-term or long-term basis.
5.  	Quantify past and current water use for the various customer type such as single-family residential, commercial, and industrial, etc.
6.  	Describe the City’s water demand management measures (Best Management Practices) along with a schedule of implementation.

As we know from recent experience an important part of the Plan is to provide an urban water shortage contingency analysis which includes stages of action.  The City has developed a four stage rationing plan.  This plan parallels Contra Costa Water District’s plan.  CCWD provides raw water to the City, which in turn treats and distributes the water to its customers.  In the event of severe water shortages CCWD would ration water to their customers, including Martinez’s Water System.  The stages are outlined as follows:

	Shortage 
Condition
	Stage
	Description
	Customer Reduction Goals
	Type of rationing program

	Up to 15%
	I
	Voluntary Conservation
	15%
	Voluntary

	15-30%
	II
	Water Alert
	30%
	Mandatory

	30-40%
	III
	Water Emergency
	40%
	Mandatory

	40-50%
	IV
	Water Crisis
	50%
	Mandatory



We are currently in a Stage I reduction mode, similar to what occurred in 1987 to 1990.  Through public education customers were made aware of the need to reduce water consumption.  Martinez Water System customers responded to the need to conserve water by decreasing consumption by 25%. A Stage II program was adopted in 1977, the first part of 1991 and again last year.  The Council adopted Resolution No. 044-09 which on June 1, 2009 established prohibition of non-essential use of water.  Fortunately we have had significant rain and snow pack this winter.  CCWD was able to increase the amount of water available to the Martinez Water System and mandatory rationing was reduced to a voluntary rationing program.  The City has not experienced Stage III or IV rationing requirements.

The most significant update to the current plan will be incorporating new state legislation.  As you may recall Senate Bill 7 (SB7) among other things, establishes a 20% water reduction requirement by the year 2020.  Developing a plan to meet this goal is required this year.  Water agencies have been given an additional six months to complete the plan due to this requirement.  Once the plan is completed the City will be required to hold a public hearing to adopt the plan.

FISCAL IMPACT:

The City has received a proposal in the amount of $37,000 from Psomas (formally Dodson) to update the study.  Psomas had completed the previous updates and is familiar with the data needed to complete the report. Once funds are allocated by the Council, the City Manager will execute the City’s standard Consultant Services Agreement drafted by the City Attorney’s office.   There are adequate Water Surplus Funds available to complete the study.  A $3,000 contingency will be set aside for the study.

The City’s Purchasing Policy governs the selection process for professional services contracts.  This proposal falls within the “Minor contract-Fees less than $100,000” category.  A formal bid process is not required.  The policy also encourages distributing work among various consultants.  Staff has recently used other water engineering consultants including Black and Veatch out of Walnut Creek along with West Yost of Davis.  Psomas has performed as well or better than these firms and as mentioned above they are familiar with previous reports and have much of the needed data already.

Lastly, Psomas is at the end of their on-call contract term.  Staff will be soliciting a formal Request for Qualifications and conducting interview in preparation of selecting an “On-Call Water Consultant for the next three fiscal years.  Recommendation for the On-call contract will be brought to the Council in the Fall.
ACTION:

Adopt resolution allocating $40,000 from Water Surplus Funds to draft the City of Martinez’s 2010 Urban Water Management Plan.





APPROVED BY:  APPROVED BY:  	
	  City Manager			Assistant City Manager 
				Community & Economic Development 




RESOLUTION NO. -10

ALLOCATING $40,000 FROM WATER SURPLUS FUNDS TO DRAFT THE
CITY OF MARTINEZ’S 2010 URBAN WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN


WHEREAS, the California Legislature enacted Assembly Bill 797 (Water Code Section 10610 et seq., known as the Urban Water Management Planning Act, (“Act”)) and amended subsequently, which mandates that every supplier providing water for municipal purposes to more than 3,000 customers or supplying more than 3,000 acre feet of water annually, prepare an Urban Water Management Plan (Plan), primary objective of which is to plan for the conservation and efficient use of water; and

WHEREAS, the Plan shall be periodically reviewed at least once every five years, and the City shall make any amendments or changes to its plan which are indicated by the review; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the City Council of the City of Martinez to comply with state water regulations and update the City’s current Plan and hold a public hearing upon its completion. 

NOW THEREFORE, IT BE RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Martinez, that $40,000 be allocated from Water Reserve funds for the 2010 update of the City’s Urban Water Management Plan.


* * * * * *

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly adopted by the City Council of the City of Martinez at a Regular Meeting of said Council held on the 19th day of May, 2010 by the following vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:




	RICHARD G. HERNANDEZ, CITY CLERK
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