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CITY OF MARTINEZ
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA


October 20, 2010
	TO:
	Mayor and City Council



	FROM:   


	Phil Vince, City Manager

	SUBJECT:

DATE:
	Status on Departure of the Department of Conservation and Development from the downtown
October 15, 2010

	
	


RECOMMENDATION:
Engage in a discussion regarding the fiscal ramifications of the County Department of Conservation and Development (DCD) moving their offices to 30 Muir Road and leaving the downtown area and provide careful consideration of the options the Council can take in light of the proposed exodus from the downtown area.
BACKGROUND:
The County General Services Department (GSD) is still planning on relocating the DCD from downtown to 30 Muir Road. The original intent was to move DCD to 30 and 40 Muir Road where the County owns 62,000 square feet of office property. The two buildings have been underutilized for quite a long time.

The project is being downsized from $20 million to $10 million dollars and the County is moving DCD into the larger of the two buildings (about 40,000 square feet). The smaller building, 40 Muir, will be used to relocate other County departments in the future.
The County Board will most likely approve the selection of a design-build contractor in December 2010. The GSD anticipates a 10-12 month construction timeline with the intent to occupy the building by spring of 2012.
FISCAL IMPACT:
Given the loss of 130 employees or more from downtown will have a negative impact on the merchants and the City’s sales tax.  In all likelihood these types of jobs will not be returning in the near future, if at all.

ACTION:

The Council may want to direct staff to consider asking the County to pursue some other options that would keep them in the downtown area.
