Regular Meeting 
October 4, 2006 
Martinez, CA 

CALL TO ORDER - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - ROLL CALL 
Mayor Schroder called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. with all members present. 

PRESENTATION(S)/PROCLAMATION(S) 
Mayor Schroder noted that the first two proclamations would be sent to the appropriate organizations, since there were no representatives present. 
	I.
	Proclamation proclaiming October 4, 2006, as "Shelter in Place Education Day" sponsored by Contra Costa County CAER Group. 


Proclamation to be mailed.

	II.
	Proclamation proclaiming "Domestic Violence Awareness Month - October 2006." 


Proclamation to be mailed.

	III.
	Presentation by the Martinez Area Chamber of Commerce. 


John Crain, President, thanked the Council for the opportunity to speak, and for the City’s financial support.  He discussed the Chamber’s contacts through the visitor center and the website, as well as services offered on behalf of strategic partners to the Chamber and future plans. 

Mayor Schroder commented on the increased numbers of website visitors as compared to walk-in.  Mr. Crain confirmed that the web numbers had increased more than the walk-in visitors.

Councilmember Wainwright asked how many more visitors they would have if they were open on weekends.  Mr. Crain said they were working on that possibility.

Councilmember Wainwright asked, and Mr. Crain confirmed that the John Muir Historic Site was also a strategic partner with the Chamber. 

Councilmember Wainwright asked whether other ticket sales could be done through the Chamber, in addition to Six Flags tickets.  Mr. Crain said they would be willing to sell tickets for any venue that wants to work with them.

Councilmember Ross asked about the supply of visitor brochures.  Mr. Crain said they were adequate for the current year.


Lou Schoeneman, Executive Director, gave further information about ticket sales, brochures and the possibility of weekend hours. 

Vice Mayor DeLaney commended the Chamber for the presentation and the visitor map.  She asked for more information about the community calendar, which Mr. Crain provided.  He also discussed other benefits from the website promotions.  Vice Mayor DeLaney commented on the advantages of keeping an up-to-date calendar of events.  She suggested the City website highlight the community calendar.

Councilmember Kennedy also thanked the Chamber for the presentation, and for the information given on their website.  She asked how many members the Chamber has, and Mr. Schoeneman said there were 322, representing a 35% increase from two years ago.

Councilmember Kennedy said she thought the Chamber mixers were a good resource as well.  
	IV.
	Presentation by Friends of the Library, on findings from the Library Needs Assessment Survey. 


Marta Van Loan gave a report on the Phase 1 Library Needs Assessment Survey, including a review of the key informants involved and survey questions and responses.  She also previewed Phase 2 of the needs assessment process and answered questions from the Council regarding the survey.  

The Council commended Ms. Van Loan for her work on the survey. 

PUBLIC COMMENT (COMPLETE SPEAKER CARD AND GIVE TO CLERK) 
Charles Martin thanked the Council for having the 300 and 400 blocks of Vista Way paved recently. 

Claudia Moore raised concerns with RVs and boats that are parked on streets and driveways and in side yards in her neighborhood.  She noted that the County has updated their ordinance, and she gave a copy to the Council together with a map showing the locations of currently parked RVs and boats.  Mayor Schroder said he would like a review of the City’s RV ordinance.  Vice Mayor DeLaney said she thought the issue was still in process with the Planning Commission.

Cathy Ivers announced that Shell and Community Awareness Emergency Response (CAER) will be hosting an Earthquake/Disaster Preparedness Open House at the Shell Martinez Clubhouse on Thursday, October 19th 4:30-7:30 p.m. with free admission.  In response to a question from Vice Mayor DeLaney, she also reviewed advertising and promotion for the event.  Councilmember Kennedy commented on the valuable resources available, as well as the successful MEF fun run for education.

Jim Fisher requested that the City endorse the Historic Ships Memorial proposal to place the Battleship USS Iowa as a museum at Mare Island.  Mayor Schroder directed staff to place the item for consideration on the next agenda.
Greg Enholm spoke on his candidacy for Contra Costa Community College District Governing Board, Ward 3, and his efforts to reach out to the residents and cities in the District.


Paul Wilson asked to see the City’s Business Model or Business Plan for the downtown.  He also discussed earthquake retrofitting costs for property owners, expressing concern that no fee waivers or fee reductions were proposed in the latest ordinance.  Mayor Schroder indicated that the Council has not yet passed an earthquake retrofit ordinance, although a stakeholders meeting was held several weeks ago.  He noted that there would be public hearings on the matter before it is passed.  Councilmember Kennedy reviewed some of the topics that were discussed at the stakeholders meeting.  Mayor Schroder also indicated he was not aware of any Business Plan for the downtown.  

Mike Alford requested a copy of Shell’s report from the November 2005 incident because he was concerned about negative respiratory effects as a result.  Councilmember Ross stated that he would obtain a copy for him the next day. 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
Mayor Schroder asked if any of the Council wanted to pull any items from the Consent Calendar.  Councilmember Wainwright said he had a brief question on Item 8, and he would like to pull Items 10 and 11 for discussion.  Councilmember Ross said he would recuse himself from Item #9.


	1.
	Motion approving City Council Minutes of September 13, 2006. 


	2.
	Motion rejecting claim(s) against the City by Randy Wilson, 06-26; Stacy Tremewan, 06-27; Antonette & Steven Cardinelli, #06-28. 


	3.
	Motion approving Check Reconciliation Register(s) dated 09/14/06 and 09/22/06. 


	4.
	Motion approving Revenue Summary and Expenditure Summary for August 2006. 


	5.
	Motion adopting Ordinance 1330 C.S. providing for Granting of franchises for Cable Television Systems and amending the Martinez Municipal Code Title 13 "Utilities" by adding Chapters 13.34 through 13.58, Cable Television. 


	6.
	Motion adopting Ordinance 1331 C.S. rezoning property from current R-2.5/D designation to R-1.5/D multifamily residential designation located on a 10,000 square foot parcel at 500 Berrellesa Street (APN 373-233-002) to accommodate at eight-unit townhome Project (Villa del Sol). 


	7.
	Resolution No. 091-06 approving plans for the Martinez Library Backyard Upgrade as presented by the friends of the library and authorize the allocation of up to $15,000 for the purchase and installation of fencing to be taken from Child Care Fees for a children’s outdoor reading room as recommended by the Arts and Library Commission. 


	8.
	Resolution No. 092-06 authorizing destruction of City files pertaining to the Community Development Department. 


Regarding Item #8, Councilmember Wainwright asked the cost of creating a laserfiche copy of the files.  Staff indicated that it would be nine cents per page, but they could not say how many pages there were.  

Mayor Schroder opened public comment on Items 1-8, with no speakers coming forward. 

On motion of L. DeLaney, seconded by B. Wainwright, the Council unanimously approved Items 1 through 8 of the Consent Calendar. 

Items 10 and 11 taken out of order. 

	10.
	Resolution No. 094-06 accepting $275,000 of Measure C funds for project development activities related to Phase 3 of the Intermodal Project, and amending the City budget. 


At Councilmember Wainwright’s request, Community Development Director Richard Pearson gave a brief staff report on the funding and purpose of the project.  Councilmember Wainwright said he thought the additional parking would be a good use for the area, in view of the public’s concerns expressed during the Downtown Specific Plan process.
 
Vice Mayor DeLaney reviewed details of the project costs, asking whether it would pay for the pedestrian and vehicle bridges.  Mr. Pearson said that there would be additional funds available from Measure J in the future, but he could not say whether it would cover the full costs.

Vice Mayor DeLaney asked whether the $10 million from Measure J was allocated for specific purposes.  Mr. Pearson said there were some specific items, but not all the details.

There was no public comment on the item. 

On Motion by B. Wainwright, seconded by M. Ross, the Council unanimously approved Resolution No. 094-06 accepting $275,000 of Measure C funds for project development activities related to Phase 3 of the Intermodal Project, and amending the City budget. 

	11.
	Resolution No. 095-06 denying an appeal and approving a Mitigated Negative Declaration, a Mitigation and Monitoring Reporting Program; and approving a Use Permit for a 70-unit single family planned unit development, and Vesting Tentative Map with a modified plan and supplemental contributions for public recreational facilities, on a 7.5 acre, parcel ("The Paseos") located at 1000 Howe Road at Parkway Drive.  (Adoption of resolution to approve project, based on direction given to staff on 9/13/06) 


At the request of Councilmember Wainwright, Deputy Community Development Director Albert Lopez gave a brief staff report reviewing changes and conditions of approval.   

Councilmember Wainwright asked about the affordable housing contribution, and Mr. Lopez confirmed it was included as a condition of approval.  Councilmember Wainwright also asked whether the green building provisions were specific enough.  Assistant City Attorney Veronica Nebb said it should be stated "include" rather than "such as" if those specific requirements were mandated.  Councilmember Wainwright said he would like to make that change to the resolution.

Vice Mayor DeLaney asked about the funds that the developer will contribute for public recreation capital improvements, and Mr. Lopez explained that the City Council would decide, based on the recommendations of the Park and Recreation Commission.

Mayor Schroder opened public comment on Item 11. 

John Fuller, Park and Recreation Commission, commented on the lack of "good faith" on the part of Trumark through the negotiation process, as well as the lack of communication between the Council and the City commissions.
 
Paul Wilson commented on the missed opportunity to use this property for affordable housing, as well as the failure to zone property in Virginia Hills for the same purpose.  He urged the Council to direct the Planning Commission to develop an inclusionary housing ordinance.  Mayor Schroder noted that the Council had recently appointed a housing task force to work on the inclusionary ordinance and a housing trust fund.

Mike Alford commented on the need for more police officers if additional housing is approved.  Mayor Schroder said that and similar issues would be addressed during the next budget cycle. 

Seeing no further speakers, Mayor Schroder closed public comment.

Councilmember Wainwright said he didn’t think the affordable housing contribution agreed to by the developer was enough.  He suggested a moratorium on further housing development until the inclusionary ordinance is completed.

Vice Mayor DeLaney said there actually have not been that many large projects approved by the City in the past five years, nor are there very many pending projects.  She agreed the inclusionary ordinance needs to be done, but was not supportive of Councilmember Wainwright’s suggestion.

Councilmember Kennedy commented that the City is fortunate to be getting any housing funds from developers, since there is no City requirement at this time.  She noted there needs to be much thought and evaluation given to the creation of the ordinance.  She also noted that the proposed use will be an improvement over what is existing, but will not be at the density level that could have been approved there. 

Councilmember Ross added that the last three housing projects that have come before the Council have had no statutory requirement to make any contribution for affordable housing.  He was appreciative of Councilmember Wainwright’s willingness to work on the development of an ordinance.


Mayor Schroder reviewed projects recently approved by the Council, all of which voluntarily made some provision for affordable housing.  He indicated he did not think any pending projects should have additional requirements imposed this late in the process. 

On motion of M. Ross, seconded by J. Kennedy, the Council approved Resolution No. 095-06 denying an appeal and approving a Mitigated Negative Declaration, a Mitigation and Monitoring Reporting Program; and approving a Use Permit for a 70-unit single family planned unit development, and Vesting Tentative Map with a modified plan and supplemental contributions for public recreational facilities, on a 7.5 acre, parcel ("The Paseos") located at 1000 Howe Road at Parkway Drive.  (Adoption of resolution to approve project, based on direction given to staff on 9/13/06) as amended and substitute language "such as" with "shall include”, by the following vote:  Councilmember Wainwright, No; Rest, Ayes. 

	9.
	Resolution No. 093-06 denying appeal and making findings for approval of Design Review #05-27, Use Permit #06-08, and Variance #06-23 for a 600 Square foot addition located at 700 Lafayette Street. 


Councilmember Ross recused himself. 

Mayor Schroder opened and closed public comment with no speakers coming forward. 

On motion of J. Kennedy, seconded by L. DeLaney, the Council approved Resolution No. 093-06 denying appeal and making findings for approval of Design Review #05-27, Use Permit #06-08, and Variance #06-23 for a 600 Square foot addition located at 700 Lafayette Street by the following vote:  Councilmember Ross, Abstain; Rest, Ayes. 

PUBLIC HEARING(S)
	12.
	Public hearing to consider assignment of Pipeline Franchise Ordinance No. 1225 C.S. to Pacific Atlantic Terminals. 


Mike Chandler presented a brief staff report.  Mayor Schroder confirmed that the pipelines are currently in use.

Councilmember Wainwright asked how the amount of the bond is determined and its purpose, which Mr. Chandler explained.

Councilmember Ross confirmed that the franchise fee is statutorily the maximum that can be charged.

Mayor Schroder opened and closed the public hearing with no speakers coming forward. 
On motion by M. Ross, seconded by L. DeLaney, the Council unanimously approved assignment of Pipeline Franchise Ordinance No. 1225 C.S. to Pacific Atlantic Terminals. 

CITY COUNCIL 
	13.
	A. Consider a resolution endorsing Measure L, the County proposed Urban Limit Line, on the November 2006 ballot; and 


As chair of the Measure L campaign, Councilmember Ross reviewed the history and purpose of the urban limit line proposal.

Councilmember Kennedy asked for clarification on the areas on the map, which Councilmember Ross and Mayor Schroder provided. 

Mayor Schroder opened public comment.

Roger Goodwin expressed support for the resolution and for the urban limit line.

Mike Alford asked the effect on the areas outside City limits, as far as making them part of the City.  The Council explained that was a longer process, not being implemented right now.

Paul Wilson said he thought the people should be allowed to decide on Proposition 90 and Measure L, without the City making the determination.  He also commented on the possibility of the City developing a "deep water" port, as is being negotiated with the City of Pittsburg.

Seeing no further speakers, Mayor Schroder closed public comment on the item. 

Councilmember Ross noted that one benefit of Measure L is that it will take land use decisions out of the hands of the County Supervisors and City Councils, letting the people decide regarding the urban limit line.

Councilmember Wainwright asked for clarification on the limits of the urban limit line.  Councilmember Ross said it would primarily affect residential development but could have some effect on commercial development.  In response to a further question from Councilmember Wainwright, City Manager Don Blubaugh confirmed the Council could in the future reverse the limit line, although it would mean a loss of Measure J funds.  After further discussion, Mr. Blubaugh added that it makes sense to join with the County rather than developing an independent limit line, necessitating a separate vote of the people.

Mayor Schroder said he would abstain from the vote on Item 13a, because of his position on LAFCO. 

On motion of M. Ross, seconded by L. DeLaney, the Council approved Resolution 096-06 
endorsing Measure L, the County proposed Urban Limit Line, on the November 2006 ballot; by the following vote:  Mayor Schroder, Abstain; Rest, Ayes.
	B.
	Consider resolution accepting and approving the Martinez portion of the County proposed Urban Limit Line as the "Local Urban Limit Line" as provided under Measure J to comply with Measure J Growth Management Program, and receive the City’s "local share" funding as requested by Councilmember Ross. 


On motion of J. Kennedy, seconded by L. DeLaney, the Council unanimously approved Resolution No. 097-06 accepting and approving the Martinez portion of the County proposed Urban Limit Line as the "Local Urban Limit Line" as provided under Measure J to comply with Measure J Growth Management Program, and receive the City’s "local share" funding as requested by Councilmember Ross. 

	14.
	Consider the feasibility of a "Safe Streets Now" program in Martinez and report back to Council with conclusions within 60 days as submitted by Vice Mayor DeLaney. 


Vice Mayor DeLaney discussed the concerns of some citizens about drug use and sales in their neighborhoods.  She reviewed the provisions of a similar program in the City of Concord, as well as a study by the National Institute of Justice.  After brief discussion among the Council, Mayor Schroder opened the item to public comment.

Roger Goodwin noted that the limit for small claims court has increased to $7500, which means the potential impact could be greater.  He agreed a City program could help encourage the neighbors to get organized.

Mike Alford said he thought the neighborhood action would be less effective than police action.  The Council acknowledged the program works best with a joint effort.

Paul Wilson noted that neighborhoods would continue to deteriorate with increased rental housing and absentee landlords.  He also cautioned that the drug users could retaliate more strongly than the dealer himself.  He thought the police department should take care of the problem in protecting the citizens.

Seeing no further speakers, Mayor Schroder closed public comment.

Councilmember Wainwright questioned whether this would be a way for neighbors to deal with the property owner rather than the criminals themselves.  He felt this could be a way for neighbors to work together to resolve issues.  The rest of the Council agreed.  After a brief discussion, the Council agreed by consensus to direct staff to research the possibilities and report back. 

	15.
	City Council Comments. 


Councilmember Kennedy commented on several recent successful community events.  She asked if “Every 15 Minutes” would take place this year, and she requested a copy of the Regional Housing Needs Numbers (ABAG projections) report.     

Vice Mayor DeLaney encouraged the public to participate in the City’s Restaurant Tour on Saturday, October 7th.   

Councilmember Wainwright commented on the Alhambra High School Football Team’s winning season and celebration of 100 years of football at Alhambra on October 20th.  He also requested that the Council consider supporting the Alhambra High School Band in purchasing new uniforms.  He asked that the meeting adjourn in memory of Marie Platt (Tim Platt’s mother). 
Councilmember Ross announced that Governor Schwarzennegger signed AB32, the Global Warming Bill.

Mayor Schroder congratulated Mark Ross on his winning 2nd place in his age group and 4th place overall in the MEF Race.

CITY MANAGER
	16.
	Comment(s)/Update(s)/Report(s). 


No comments made. 

APPOINTMENTS TO COMMISSIONS AND/OR AGENCIES
ADJOURNMENT 
Adjourned at 9:30 p.m. in memory of Marie Platt, then to the John Muir/Alhambra Valley Neighborhood Meeting on October 18, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. at Alhambra High School Library, Martinez, California.
Approved by the City Council,
Rob Schroder, Mayor

Mercy G. Cabral, Deputy City Clerk –11/1/06
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