CITY OF MARTINEZ  




           CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
December 20, 2006
TO:

Mayor and City Council


FROM:
Vice Mayor Lara DeLaney

SUBJECT:
Abandoned Property
DATE:
December 14, 2006
RECOMMENDATION:

Direct staff to consider feasibility of amending the Martinez Municipal Code with respect to Vacant Structures, in order to strengthen our Code Enforcement provisions, and return to Council on conclusions within 60 days.
BACKGROUND:

During our recent Neighborhood Council meetings, citizens came forth with concerns about abandoned houses in their neighborhoods.  Council was requested to review our code enforcement regulations to determine whether provisions could be added to enhance our ability to address these problems.

The City of Antioch's Abandoned Buildings ordinance has some additional enforcement mechanisms that may be of benefit in Martinez.  The ordinance is similar in many ways to our Vacant Structures ordinance (Chapter 8.38).  The main difference, which may be helpful to us, is the definition of "Abandoned Building" as written in Antioch’s ordinance.  
Antioch’s Abandoned Buildings ordinance reads, in part:  "any building or structure (would include residential) that has been vacant for a period in excess of six months from the date of a written notice from the city to the owner of the property and which either has had utilities discontinued at the property or has one or more entrances or windows secured by boarding-up…"  Our current ordinance requires the owner to maintain the yard and board-up the building if the window or doors are broken.  It does not have the six month time line or lack of utilities provision.  
Martinez currently has three or four vacant buildings which meet the requirements of our ordinance which may have additional code enforcement action with language similar to Antioch's ordinance.  The Antioch ordinance requires the property owner to cause the building to be occupied within six months or to take other steps to abate the nuisance.  (fix doors/windows and restore utility services)  If this is not done the city may take action to demolish the structure.

