City of Martinez
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA


February 7, 2007
TO: 


Mayor and City Council
FROM:

Don Blubaugh, Interim City Manager

PREPARED BY:
Lianne Marshall, Administrative Services Director

SUBJECT: 
Decertify the Public Employees Union, Local One
DATE:

January 26, 2007
RECOMMENDATION:

Adopt a resolution to decertify Public Employees Union, Local One as the Majority Representative for Miscellaneous Employees of the City of Martinez, as provided for in the Employer-Employee Relations Rules and Regulations, Resolution No. 43-71, Section 3(B)(2) and Resolution No. 42-71, Section 11(A)(2).

BACKGROUND:

The City’s Employer-Employee Relations Resolution No. 43-71, Section 3(B) sets forth the rules and regulations for Decertification of an Established Unit.  In conformance with those provisions, a Petition for Decertification was filed with the City Manager on November 20, 2006, stating that the Public Employees Union, Local One no longer represents the majority of the employees in the Miscellaneous Unit.  Written proof that at least 30% of the employees in the unit no longer wished to be represented by Local One was submitted to the City Manager on December 6, 2006, as required under 43-71, Section 3 (B)(1).

The City contacted the State’s Mediation and Conciliation Service to arrange for a secret ballot election, as required under rules.  The election was conducted on January 25, 2007.  The results of the election were forty-one (41) in favor of decertification and zero (0) opposed.   As stated in Resolution No. 43-71, Section 3(B)(2), “the results of the election shall be submitted to the City Council who shall decertify the recognized employee organization if a majority of those casting valid ballots vote for decertification.”  Resolution No. 42-71, Section 11(A)(2) also provides that the City shall “[r]evoke the recognition rights of a majority representative, which has been found by secret ballot election no longer to be the majority representative.”  
Resolution Nos. 42-71 and 43-71 explain the next steps for Miscellaneous Employees Unit members to follow should they wish to petition to have the City recognize another union as their Majority Representative.  The City will provide these resolutions to any employee or organization on request.  By law the next steps are exclusively within the purview of City 
employees, and neither Council nor management has a role to play other than to conduct proceedings as prescribed in Resolution Nos. 42-71 and 43-71.

In the meantime, the applicable collective bargaining law requires the City to maintain the status quo, except that if the City Council adopts the Resolution to Decertify, the City will no longer have any authority to collect agency fees from the Miscellaneous Employee Unit members.  

Attachment
RESOLUTION NO. -07
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MARTINEZ TO DECERTIFY THE PUBLIC EMPLOYEES UNION, LOCAL ONE AS THE MAJORITY REPRESENTATIVE OF THE MISCELLANEOUS EMPLOYEES UNIT

WHEREAS, the City’s Employer-Employee Relations Resolution No. 43-71, Section 3(B) and Resolution No. 42-71, Section 11 (A)(2) set forth the rules and regulations for Decertification of the Majority Representative of an Established Unit; and 

WHEREAS, in conformance with those Resolutions, a Petition for Decertification was filed with the City Manager as well as written proof that at least 30% of the employees in the Miscellaneous Employees Unit no longer wished to be represented by Public Employees Union, Local One; and

WHEREAS, the State’s Mediation and Conciliation Service conducted a secret ballot election on January 25, 2007 and the majority of those casting valid ballots voted to decertify Public Employees Union, Local One.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the City Council decertifies Public Employees Union, Local One as the Majority Representative of the Miscellaneous Employees Unit, effective immediately.  

* * * * * *

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly adopted by the City Council of the City of Martinez at a Regular Meeting of said Council held on the 7th day of February, 2007 by the following vote:

AYES:


NOES:

ABSENT:







RICHARD G. HERNANDEZ, CITY CLERK
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