CITY OF MARTINEZ
  CITY COUNCIL AGENDA


February 7, 2007
TO:


Mayor and City Council
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Don Blubaugh, Interim City Manager

PREPARED BY:
David J. Cutaia, Chief of Police

SUBJECT:

Red Light Enforcement Cameras
DATE:

January 24, 2007

RECOMMENDATION:
Motion directing staff to solicit RFP’s for utilization of cameras for traffic enforcement purposes.
BACKGROUND:
Nationally and locally, automatic red light cameras are utilized by many jurisdictions in the enforcement of drivers violating traffic signals at key intersections.  The system has been successful in other jurisdictions in reducing the number of accidents and increasing drivers obeying traffic signals.  

The system automatically activates with cameras installed either on or near traffic signals when a motor vehicle violates a red light.  Photographs are taken of the vehicle and of the driver.   

Preliminary research has been completed by the Martinez Police Department.  This research included a demonstration given by one of the vendors of this type of service.  The cameras provide an accurate and identifiable photograph of the operator of the motor vehicle.  When a violator is photographed, the information is sent to the vendor, who in turn sends the documentation to the Police Department.  Ultimately, the Police Department is responsible for reviewing the photograph to ascertain if it is identifiable, and has the ultimate decision-making power on whether or not a citation is issued.  

Additional research shows that there are three intersections in the city of Martinez that have the highest accident rates that are attributed to violation of a traffic signal.  These intersections include Morello and Arnold, Highway 4 and Alhambra Avenue, and Alhambra Avenue at C Street (County Regional Medical Center area).  

There are several steps that would be taken by the Police Department and the Engineering Division of the City, should the Council direct staff to move forward on this project.  These steps would include authoring of a Request for Proposal (RFP) from interested vendors.  Once these proposals are received, most likely the vendor(s) would study each intersection to ascertain whether the traffic volume would indicate that this type of abatement would be successful.  At that point, the individual vendor(s) would then submit their request for proposals.  

FISCAL IMPACT:
There is no direct fiscal impact to the City for the equipment.  The company recovers their costs plus profits from a portion of the fine for the traffic citation.  The City may realize increased revenues as a result of traffic fines from additional traffic citations.  

