CITY OF MARTINEZ
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA


March 21, 2007

	TO:
	Mayor and City Council



	FROM: 
PREPARED BY:
	Don Blubaugh, City Manager

Richard Pearson, Transportation Projects Manager



	SUBJECT:  
	TLC Grant for Marina Streetscape Project

	DATE:
	March 8, 2007




RECOMMENDATION:

Adopt attached standard Metropolitan Transportation Commission resolution of application for $1 million TLC grant for Marina Vista Streetscape Project.
BACKGROUND:
In October, 2006, the City applied to the Transportation Authority for a TLC (Transportation for Livable Communities) grant. The Transportation Authority (CCTA) approved the application in December. The City must now adopt the standard Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) resolution of application, so that MTC can program the funds.

A complete project description is attached to the resolution. Briefly, the project includes: new brick sidewalks, pedestrian scale streetlights, street trees, enhanced pedestrian crosswalks, a bicycle lane, pedestrian bulb-outs for traffic calming, street furniture, utility undergrounding, and ADA improvements along Marina Vista. Phase 1 begins at Ferry Street, and extends west to 
Berrellesa.  Phase 2 is along Marina Vista east of Ferry Street, up to the top of the hill. That phase was included in an earlier application directly to MTC.  That application was not funded, but is on MTC’s contingency list, and may be funded this summer if funds become available.
The City Council approved formation of the Utility Underground District in 2006, which assures the PG&E Rule 20A funding for most of the cost of the utility undergrounding.  However, the City Council instructed staff to not proceed with the undergrounding until the City obtained funding for its share of the cost:  the streetlights and their wiring. This TLC grant would cover that cost, plus the cost of the TLC elements.  The undergrounding district is contained within Phase 1; the Rule 20A funds will be used as the local match funds for the federal TLC funds.  
FISCAL IMPACT:
There will be no impact to the City’s general fund.  All expenses will be borne by the TLC grant and the PG&E Rule 20A funds.

RESOLUTION NO. _____ -07

APROVING APPLICATION TO THE
METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

FOR TLC FUNDS FOR MARINA VISTA STREETSCAPE PROJECT

WHEREAS, the City of Martinez (herein referred to as “APPLICANT”) is submitting an application to the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) for $1,000,000 in funding from the 2006 Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP) Augmentation for the Marina Vista Streetscape Project (herein referred to as “PROJECT”) for the MTC 2006 RTIP Augmentation, as authorized by MTC by Resolution 3790 (herein referred to as “PROGRAM”); and

WHEREAS, SB 45 (Chapter 622, Statutes 1997) substantially revised the process for estimating the amount of state and federal funds available for transportation projects in the state and for appropriating and allocating the available funds to these projects; and

WHEREAS, as part of that process, MTC is responsible for programming projects eligible for Regional Improvement Program funds, pursuant to California Government Code Section 14527(b), for inclusion in the RTIP, and submission to the California Transportation Commission, for inclusion in the State Transportation Improvement Program; and

WHEREAS, MTC will review and include, if approved, 2006 RTIP Augmentation projects in the federal Transportation Improvement Program (TIP); and

WHEREAS, MTC has requested eligible transportation project sponsors to submit applications nominating projects to be programmed for Regional Improvement Program funds in the RTIP Augmentation; and

WHEREAS, applications to MTC must be submitted consistent with procedures, conditions, and forms it provides transportation project sponsors; and

WHEREAS, APPLICANT is a sponsor of transportation projects eligible for Regional Improvement Program funds; and

WHEREAS, the RTIP Augmentation project fact and fund sheet of the project application, attached hereto and incorporated herein as though set forth at length, lists the project, purpose, schedule and budget for which APPLICANT is requesting that MTC program Regional Improvement Program funds for inclusion in the RTIP Augmentation; and

WHEREAS, Part 2 of the project application, attached hereto and incorporated herein as though set forth at length, includes the certification by APPLICANT of assurances required by SB 45 in order to qualify the project listed in the RTIP Augmentation project nomination sheet of the project application for programming by MTC; and

WHEREAS, as part of the application for 2006 RTIP Augmentation funding, MTC requires any resolution adopted by the responsible implementing agency to state that the project will comply with the procedures specified in Regional Project Funding Delivery Policy (MTC Resolution No. 3606, revised, and as may be further amended).

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that APPLICANT approves the assurances set forth in Part 2 of the project application, attached to this resolution; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that APPLICANT will comply with the provisions and requirements of the Regional Project Funding Delivery Policy (MTC Resolution No. 3606, revised, and as may be further amended), that PROJECT will be implemented as described in the complete application and in this resolution and, if approved, for the amount programmed in the MTC federal TIP, and that APPLICANT and PROJECT will comply with the requirements as set forth in the 2006 RTIP Augmentation Policies and Procedures (MTC Resolution No. 3790); and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that APPLICANT has reviewed the project and has adequate staffing resources to deliver and complete the project within the schedule set forth in the RTIP Augmentation project fact and fund sheet of the project application, attached to this resolution; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that APPLICANT is an eligible sponsor of projects in the State Transportation Improvement Program; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that APPLICANT is authorized to submit an application for State Transportation Improvement Program funds for PROJECT; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that there is no legal impediment to APPLICANT making applications for Regional Improvement Program funds; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that there is no pending or threatened litigation which might in any way adversely affect the proposed PROJECT, or the ability of APPLICANT to deliver such PROJECT; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that APPLICANT authorizes its Executive Director, General Manager, or designee to execute and file an application with MTC to program Regional Improvement Program funds into the RTIP, for the projects, purposes and amounts included in the project application attached to this resolution; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be transmitted to MTC in conjunction with the filing of the APPLICANT application referenced herein.
* * * * * *

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly adopted by the City Council of the City of Martinez at a Regular Meeting of said Council held on the      21st day of March, 2007, by the following vote:

AYES:


NOES:


ABSENT:








RICHARD G. HERNANDEZ, CITY CLERK







CITY OF MARTINEZ
Contra Costa Transportation Authority 

2006 TLC Capital Grant Program
Application
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Sponsoring Agency:  City of Martinez

Richard Pearson
372-3525 

525 Henrietta Street 
372-0257 [Fax]


Martinez CA 94553



RPearson@Cityof Martinez

October 12, 2006



Mr. Brad Beck
, Senior Transportation Planner

Contra Costa Transportation Authority

3478 Buskirk Avenue, Suite 100

Pleasant Hill CA 94523

Subject:  TLC capital grant application for the Marina Vista Streetscape Project 

Dear Mr. Beck:

The Marina Vista Streetscape Project is the first step in implementation of the City’s recently adopted Downtown Specific Plan, funded by a TLC planning grant from MTC. A major emphasis of the Plan is to rezone a light industrial area along the railroad tracks into a new transit-oriented, high-density mixed-use neighborhood around the City’s new Amtrak Capitol Corridor station.  The Marina Vista Streetscape Project is critical to implementing the Plan. The Project will transform a gritty industrial truck route, a barrier between downtown and this area, into a pedestrian and bicycle friendly street which will link the new neighborhood with downtown, and with the Amtrak Capitol Corridor station and its intermodal transit and bus hub.

A second major emphasis of the new Specific Plan is to economically revitalize the disadvantaged downtown area, by allowing higher density multiple residential housing to provide a larger population base to support downtown economic activity. 

The project includes new brick sidewalks, pedestrian scale streetlights, street trees, enhanced pedestrian crosswalks, an on-street bicycle lane, pedestrian bulb-outs for traffic calming, way-finding signage, street furniture, utility undergrounding to add more usable sidewalk space, ADA improvements, and a new gateway feature. 

The project is highly leveraged: the local match is 58%.   The project is divided into two phases; the cost of Phase One matches the maximum TLC grant available from the Transportation Authority. 

Please feel free to call me at (925) 372-3525 if you need any further information.

Sincerely,

Richard Pearson

Transportation Projects Manager
	Part One:  Project Summary — Marina Vista Streetscape Project

	

	Project Description: 
	

	
	The Marina Vista Streetscape Project has three goals:
· To support the conversion of this area to a high-density transit oriented neighborhood around the City’s Amtrak Capitol Corridor station.

· To improve pedestrian and bicycle access between the Martinez Amtrak Capitol Corridor station, the new transit oriented neighborhood, the downtown commercial area, and the Contra Costa County offices and court facilities.

· To support economic revitalization in this disadvantaged community.

This project is identified in the Martinez Downtown Specific Plan, jointly funded by the City and a TLC Planning Grant from MTC. The proposed streetscape improvements will match those already existing in the downtown commercial area, and in the Amtrak Capitol Corridor station site, thus contributing to a sense of place in downtown Martinez. 

Marina Vista is a road with heavy industrial truck traffic that separates industrial and service commercial areas along the railroad tracks from the downtown commercial area. The Specific Plan changed the land use designation of these areas to mixed-use high density residential and downtown commercial.  These areas are within walking distance of the Martinez Amtrak Capitol Corridor Station, a major intermodal transit hub, and the downtown commercial area.  

Proposed streetscape elements on Marina Vista include a new bicycle lane, new pedestrian crossings, bulb outs to calm traffic, new brick sidewalks, new pedestrian scale streetlights, street trees, undergrounding of utilities to provide more sidewalk space and room for ADA improvements, and a downtown Martinez entry feature at the Marina Vista/Escobar “Y”, the eastern gateway to downtown from I-680. TLC funds will be used for streetscape improvements and PG&E Rule 20A funds will pay for the utility undergrounding. 

Phase One of the project (this CCTA application) is west of Ferry Street.

	TLC Funds Requested:
	$1.000,000 

	Local Match:
	$ 1,383,750
	


	Total Project Cost:
	$ 2,383,750 (Phase One)
	Funding Secured = 1,383,750 ( 58 %)

	
	


	Part Two:  Project Readiness and Eligibility 

	A.
Project Readiness Criteria
	Explanation

	All basic project readiness criteria below must be met before a project can be reviewed against the evaluation criteria listed in Part Three. Briefly describe how the project satisfies each criterion. Following grant approval, the project sponsor must submit a resolution approved by the agency’s governing board confirming the requirements described below have been met.

	1. Has a collaborative planning process involving the local government agency, community stakeholders, transit district(s), and others affected by the project taken place?


	YES 

The Downtown Specific Plan was adopted by the City Council this year.  The Plan is the culmination of a four-year collaborative and community-based process. 



	2. Is the project fully funded with TLC capital funds? Is the project dependent upon other funding yet to be secured? 

  
	YES 

Phase One of the project will be fully funded with the proposed CCTA TLC funds and committed PG&E Rule 20A funds. 



	3. Is the project dependent upon another uncompleted major capital project?
	NO

The project is self-contained and does not involve any other project.



	4. What type of environmental document required by CEQA and NEPA will be (has been) prepared, and when will it be (was it) certified? What environmental issues may require more detailed study?
	Not Yet Determined
The City expects a NEPA Categorical Exclusion; the project is Categorically Exempt under CEQA. 



	5. Is the project entirely within the local agency’s right-of-way? Are any new rights-of-way, permits or easements needed, and when would they be acquired (from non-TLC sources) if needed?
	YES

The project is in City right-of-way.

	6. Is there a utility relocation phase within the project area but implemented separately from the project?
	NO

Utility undergrounding is an integral part of the project; it will not be done in a separate phase.



	7. Have all affected departments within the local government agency, transit agency, and/or other public agency (1) been involved in the development of the project and (2) reviewed the project to ensure project feasibility?
	YES

The project has been reviewed for feasibility by the Engineering Division, the Planning Division, and the Transportation Projects Manager of the Community Development Department.



	8. Is the project difficult to engineer (or has engineering been completed)?
	NO

The project is a replacement an enhancement project for an existing facility and is not difficult to engineer. 



	9. Is there significant local opposition that may prevent the project from meeting the funding obligation deadline?
	NO

There is no known local opposition to the project.



	10. Are there any pending lawsuits related to the project?
	NO

There are no pending lawsuits related to the project.



	B.
Basic Eligibility Criteria
	Explanation

	All basic eligibility criteria below must be met before a project can be reviewed against the evaluation criteria under Part 3. Briefly describe how the project satisfies each criterion. Following grant approval, the project sponsor must submit a resolution approved by the agency’s governing board confirming the requirements described below have been met.

	11. Request for TLC funds is at least $300,000 and does not exceed $1.0 million.
	YES

The TLC grant request is $1,000,000. 



	12. The project sponsor assures that a local match of at least 11.5 percent of the total project cost will be available.
	YES

The City has a local match of 42%, which exceeds the required local 11.5% match.

 

	13. The project sponsor agrees to abide by all applicable regulations, including the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and the American with Disabilities Act (ADA).
	YES

The City will meet NEPA, CEQA and ADA regulations.

	14. The project is well-defined and results in a usable segment. 
	YES

The project extends across the full width of downtown Martinez, from its start at the Marina Vista - Escobar “Y”, on the eastern edge of downtown Martinez, to the project end at the Marina Vista – Berrellesa intersection on the western edge of downtown. Phase One extends from Ferry west to Berrellesa, the area with the greatest potential for higher density residential development.



	15. The project sponsor understands and agrees to the MTC project delivery requirements as described below and in MTC Resolution 3606 (Attachment C).
	YES

The City of Martinez understands and agrees to all MTC project delivery requirements in MTC Resolution 3606.

   


