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CITY OF MARTINEZ
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA


April 18, 2007
	TO:
	Mayor and City Council



	FROM:   


	Tim Tucker, City Engineer

	SUBJECT:

DATE:
	Railroad Quiet Zone up-date
March 10, 2007

	
	


RECOMMENDATION:
Accept report on railroad Quiet Zone update.
BACKGROUND:
The City has been dealing with the downtown quiet zone issue for the last few years.  More recently a train noise issue has arisen on the Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) line which crosses Morello Road near Marie.  Staff provided Council an update this past December on these issues.  Staff is pursuing resolution of these issues separately.  

On March 20th staff hosted a meeting with interested residents, a representative of the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), Mayor Rob Schroder and Councilmember Lara DeLaney.  Both the downtown quiet zone and the BNSF line were discussed.

BNSF
Several residents had an opportunity to discuss their frustrations with the increase in horn noise.  They indicated it was both a quality of life issue and a property value issue.  They indicated trains rarely sounded their horns prior to the new rule.  The FRA representative made it clear the crossing does not qualify for a quiet zone.  She mentioned that BNSF had posted the crossing with a notice indicating it was subject for closure.   Contrary to what the rep was told by BNSF, John Viano indicated he had not been contacted by BNSF.  The FRA representative told the residents the City could apply for a waiver of the regulations which would require Congressional action.  After the meeting she indicated to staff that it was extremely unlikely for this to be approved.

Staff has sent a request to Kevin Palmer, BNSF Regional Manager asking for the current status of the crossing closure.  In addition staff requested a letter of support for the waiver.  Once we hear back from BNSF we will move forward with the request through Congressman Miller’s office.

Downtown Quiet Zone
In January staff submitted a funding request of $400,000 to Congressman George Miller for safety improvements at the Ferry Street crossing.  This would provide the necessary funding for expected improvements needed to create a downtown quiet zone.  The downtown residents requested the City revisit the possibility of using wayside horns.  The FRA representative did correct earlier information provided to the City.  After the meeting she visited the Roseville crossing that has these devices.  They stop sounding after the train occupies the crossing.  She indicated the horns sound at 92 decibels.  She also indicated that the City of Riverside is in the process of removing their wayside horns.  

Staff has contacted the City of Riverside to discuss the problems they have had with the wayside horns.  Their complaints centered on three main issues.  They received complaints that: there was an increased noise levels; that the horns continued to sound even after the train stopped; and that the train engineers continued to sound their horns after the installation of the wayside horns.  They also indicated that there were significant software problems with the vendor’s equipment integrating with the railroad equipment.  This software issue took several months to resolve.  They have also had vandalism of equipment.  After taking corrective action the City of Riverside surveyed 1500 residents within a 1000 foot radius of their horns.  Thirty-two percent (32%) indicated that the noise was still bothersome.  These complaints were primarily from residents along the direct path of the noise.  We should expect similar complaints from the businesses along the Ferry Street corridor and the residents along Berrellesa Street should we decide to pursue wayside horns.
Staff is moving forward with the establishment of a downtown Quiet Zone.  The upcoming tasks are as follows:

1.  Contact all affected jurisdictions





2.  Establish diagnostic team




 

3.  Conduct diagnostic team review





4.  Finalize diagnostic team recommendations
FISCAL IMPACT:

Upgrading the two-quadrant gate system at Ferry Street to a four-quadrant gate system is estimated to cost the City $250,000 to $500,000 plus annual maintenance costs of $2,500-$3,000.  This estimate is for the minimum additional safety measure.  The costs associated with pedestrian traffic safety measures and other diagnostic team recommendations are not known. 

ACTION:

Accept Report
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