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CITY OF MARTINEZ
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA


May 2, 2007

	TO:
	Mayor and City Council



	FROM:

	Joann Tool, Deputy Director, Parks and Community Services

	SUBJECT:

DATE:
	Arts and Library Commission Recommendation to allow Martinez Library Upgrade Addition 

April 19, 2007

	
	


RECOMMENDATION:
Approve the Arts and Library Commission recommendation to 1) allow the Friends of the Library to have Public Works mount metal sculptures on the back library wall, 2) allocate the remaining library needs assessment money, in the amount of $3010 to the project and 3) allow the use of the $15,000 previously allocated for fencing to be used for fencing as well as other site amenities.

BACKGROUND:
In April 2006, a presentation was given by the Friends of the Library President, John Fuller, regarding the concept of upgrading the backyard area of the Martinez Library to create an outdoor space that children, parents and staff can utilize for various activities.  Some of the renovations discussed were paths for ADA access to the backyard area, brush removal, installation of new concrete, benches, tables, new landscaping and some play equipment.

In April 2006, the City Council allocated $15,000 for fencing to enclose the backyard.  The Friends have been working diligently to partner with Wells Fargo and others to contribute to the fence replacement.  The fence replacement has been postponed until next year with the exception of the gates which will be replaced at this time.  The Friends are hoping that Wells Fargo will cover the cost of the remaining fence replacement, therefore, they would like to request that the balance of the $15,000 be available to use toward other site amenities such as benches and mosaic art.

An addition to the original plan has been developed to enhance the back wall of the library.  John Fuller came before the Arts and Library Commission in March to discuss the addition of metal sculptures of children reading that would be attached to the bare wall. The Commission enthusiastically supports the new idea and recommends that the remaining balance of the library needs assessment budget of $3010 be allocated to the backyard project and that the sculptures be secured to the building by City Public Works.

FISCAL IMPACT:

No new general fund money would be required.

ACTION:
Motion to approve Arts and Library Commission recommendation.
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