
 
 
CITY OF MARTINEZ CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
 February 19, 2014 
 
TO:   Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM: Michael Chandler, Senior Management Analyst 
  
SUBJECT: Recycling Fund Budget Adjustment 
 
DATE:  February 13, 2014 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Motion approving Recycling Fund allocations in support of the requested Plastic Bag Ban 
outreach effort.   

BACKGROUND: 
 
The City Council directed staff at the November 6, 2013 Council Meeting to complete the 
required CEQA review and draft an Ordinance banning single-use plastic bags.  Since that time, 
staff has met twice with representatives from the Chamber of Commerce and Main Street 
Martinez to formulate a plan for outreach and education to both the business community and the 
public on the proposed Plastic Bag Ban.  Following those meetings, it was determined that a key 
component of the initial outreach and education was for the City to purchase a significant number 
of high-quality, 100% recycled content, reusable plastic bags for distribution to the public at no 
charge.  Providing these reusable bags free to the public is expected to help promote awareness of 
the Plastic Bag Ban and encourage the use of reusable plastic bags as an effective alternative to 
single-use plastic bags or paper bags.  
 
Staff has consulted with the City of Pittsburg regarding the recent roll out of their Plastic Bag Ban 
program.  Pittsburg has provided reusable plastic bags to the public for a number of years, and 
purchased several thousand from various sources to promote this sustainable practice.  After 
evaluating different types of bags, staff obtained a preferred source (Enviro-Tote) that makes 
recycled content reusable bags, which are superior in quality and made in the United States.  The 
9 ounce “Bottle Bag,” made from 100% recycled plastic bottle content, is a medium grocery bag  
that has dimensions of 18” x 15” x 7” and 25” handles, as well as, stitching on the side seams to 
create a flat base area designed to make the bag easy to open and balance when full.  The bags are 
fully machine-washable and strong enough to withstand hundreds of washings and years of use 
without rips or tears.   
 
The estimated cost for 2,000 of the bags, including two-sided printing in one color and shipping, 
is approximately $14,500.  The bag would feature a graphical design on one side and educational 
information on the other about the importance of reusing the bags; basic tips and etiquette to 
remember when using the bags; and information about washing the bags.  The graphical design 
will be created by students from the New Leaf Sustainable Living Collaborative as part of a 
contest sponsored by the City, with a scholarship award of $350 for the participating class, and an  
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individual scholarship award of $150 to the student with the winning design.  Other components 
of the Plastic Bag Ban outreach and education campaign will be buttons, posters, and self-
adhesive decals for the businesses, at an estimated cost of $4,000.  The estimated budget for the 
campaign is listed below: 
 
 

Expense Estimated Cost 
2,000 Reusable Plastic Bags $14,500
Plastic Bag Design Contest Scholarships $500
Promotional items (buttons, posters, self-adhesive 
decals for businesses, and related design work) $4,000

Total $19,000
 
The City recommends using retained Construction and Demolition (C & D) diversion security 
deposit money for this purpose.  As a condition of the City’s C & D Ordinance, first adopted in 
2006, projects crossing certain cost or size thresholds are required to submit a diversion security 
deposit to the City in the amount of 1% of that project’s valuation.  The deposit is fully 
refundable; however, the applicant is required to submit proof to the City in the form of receipts 
demonstrating that at least 50% of the project’s contents were properly recycled.  If these receipts 
are not provided to the City within 30 days of the City issuing a final approval on the project, the 
City has the authority to issue a forfeiture notice to the applicant and retain the deposit.  As such, 
a number of unclaimed developer deposits – some that were submitted with project applications 
as far back as 2006 – have been held by the City for many years.  The City has begun the 
administrative process of claiming these deposits for which no receipts have been provided, 
starting with the oldest developer deposits.  As stated in the Section 8.19.090 H of the Ordinance, 
the City may use the retained deposits “only for the purpose of administering the program 
established through this chapter or for the purpose of promoting recycling within the City.”  
Allocating the requested plastic bag ban outreach and education campaign funding from these 
retained C & D diversion deposits is an appropriate use of available resources. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
City funding for supporting the plastic bag ban educational and outreach campaign is estimated at 
$19,000 and will come from the Special Revenue Recycling Fund account number 2900202-
5300.  
 
ACTION: 
 
Motion approving Recycling Fund allocations in support of the requested Plastic Bag Ban 
outreach effort.   

 
  
 APPROVED BY:    
  Interim City Manager   
 
 




