
 
 
 
CITY OF MARTINEZ   CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

March 5, 2014 
 
 
TO: Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM:  Dina Tasini, Contract Planner 
 
SUBJECT: San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail Resolution of Support 
 
DATE:  February 24, 2014 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Adopt a resolution supporting the San Francisco Bay Area Trail concept. 
  
BACKGROUND: 

The San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail is a voluntary, planned network of access sites, or 
“trailheads” that will make it easier for people using non-motorized small boats (NMSBs) or 
boards (such as kayaks, sailboards, dragon boats, and stand up paddleboards) to safely enjoy the 
historic, scenic, cultural, and environmental richness of San Francisco Bay through single and 
multiple –day trips. The Water Trail is an effort to create a regional trail linking nine counties in 
the Bay Area under the leadership of the Coastal Conservancy in close collaboration with the 
Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG), the San Francisco Bay Conservation and 
Development Commission (BCDC), and the Department of Boating and Waterways (Cal 
Boating), together comprising what is termed the Project Management Team, plus an advisory 
committee representing a broad range of interests and expertise.  The program was created by 
legislation (2005, Hancock, AB 1296) and based upon a vision of the non-profit Bay Access, Inc. 
and a plan developed by BCDC. 

The Water Trail is different from other trails in several respects. It is non-linear and on the water, 
the possibilities for recreation and exploration are dependent on your ability, boat preference, 
Bay conditions, and the experience you are seeking. The Water Trail has been designed to 
benefit trail users, site owners and the Bay environment.  In addition the Water Trail program 
will provide a website, maps, and brochures with information about facilities at designated 
trailheads, safe and environmentally sound boating practices, and Bay wildlife and habitat.   

There is a limited amount of grant funding for improvements to designated trailheads. The Water 
Trail program has identified the existing boat launch at the marina as a strong candidate for 
formal designation as a Water Trail site.  At the City Council meeting of February 19, 2014, 
Water Trail Planner, Galli Basson presented an overview of the program.  The City Council 
expressed support and requested a Resolution or Letter of Support be drafted and brought before 
the City Council for review and approval.  

 

 

ethomas
Typewritten Text

ethomas
Typewritten Text
14



 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
None. 
 
ACTION: 
 
Motion to adopt a resolution supporting the San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail.  
  
 
Attachments 
Resolution of Support 
   

 
  
 APPROVED BY:    
  Interim City Manager   
 
 



RESOLUTION NO. -14 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MARTINEZ IN 
SUPPORT OF THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA WATER TRAIL 

 
 
WHEREAS, the California State Legislature enacted the Water 
Trail Act (AB 1296) in 2005 establishing the San Francisco Bay 
Area Water Trail, a growing network of launching and landing 
sites that allows non-motorized small boat users to better enjoy 
the historic, scenic, cultural, and environmental richness of 
San Francisco Bay; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Water Trail is implemented under the leadership of 
the State Coastal Conservancy, with the Association of the Bay 
Area Governments, the San Francisco Bay Conservation and 
Development Commission, and the California Department of Boating 
and Waterways; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Water Trail benefits the region by improving and 
increasing access for non-motorized small boat use by persons of 
all abilities; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Water Trail fosters stewardship of the Bay and 
reduces impacts to sensitive wildlife and habitat through 
education of boaters; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Water Trail provides economic benefit to waterfront 
and water-oriented businesses by promoting opportunities for 
single and multi-day excursions on the Bay; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Martinez recognizes the benefits of non-
motorized small boat recreation on the Bay and wants to 
encourage this activity as part of a regional trail network;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City 
of Martinez officially supports the concept of the San Francisco 
Bay Area Water trail. 

 
 

* * * * * * 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy 
of a resolution duly adopted by the City Council of the City of 
Martinez at a Regular Meeting of said Council held on the 5th day 
of March, 2014, by the following vote: 

 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSENT: 

 
     RICHARD G. HERNANDEZ, CITY CLERK 
     CITY OF MARTINEZ 




