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CITY OF MARTINEZ                CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

       March 19, 2014 
 
 
TO: Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM: Alan Shear, Assistant City Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Support Letter for SB 848 (Wolk) 
  
DATE: March 11, 2014 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Consider authorizing the Mayor to sign a letter supporting SB 848 (Wolk) The Safe Drinking 
Water, Water Quality & Water Supply Act.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
At the March 5th City Council meeting, Councilmember DeLaney requested consideration to 
support SB 848 (Wolk), The Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality & Water Supply Act. The bill 
will provide funding to immediately address the crisis in the Delta, provide water treatment for 
communities without safe water, increase flood safety, and secure water supply reliability 
throughout California. Specifically, SB 848 provides $6.825 billion in funding for projects that 
will address California’s critical needs.  
 
See attached fact sheet for additional information.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
None. 
 
ACTION: 
 
Motion authorizing the Mayor to sign a letter supporting SB 848 (Wolk). 
 
Attachment: 
Letter  
Fact Sheet 
SB 848 (Wolk) 

 
  
 APPROVED BY:    
  Interim City Manager   
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____________________________________________________________________________  _______________ ____ ___ 
MAYOR ROB SCHRODER, VICE MAYOR LARA DELANEY, COUNCILMEMBER ANAMARIE AVILA FARIAS, 

COUNCILMEMBER MICHAEL MENESINI, COUNCILMEMBER MARK ROSS 
 

______                          City of Martinez                                                       _____________________ _ 
                           525 Henrietta Street, Martinez, CA  94553-2394                           (925) 372-3505 
                                                                                                                                                                       FAX (925) 229-5012 
 

 
March 19, 2014 
 
 
 
Senator Kevin de León  
Chair, Senate Appropriations Committee 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

RE:  SUPPORT FOR SB 848 (Wolk) 
 
Dear Senator  de León:  
 
California faces critical water challenges in the next decade. Our state is facing its third year of 
drought conditions. SB 848 (Wolk), The Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality & Water 
Supply Act, will provide funding to immediately address the crisis in the Delta, provide water 
treatment for communities without safe water, increase flood safety, and secure water supply 
reliability throughout California. Therefore, the City of Martinez SUPPORTS AB 848 (Wolk). 
 
Overall, SB 848 presents a water bond proposal that is fiscally responsible, provides support for 
built and natural water management infrastructure, and ensures parity in the distribution of water 
bond funds, putting dollars to work to meet water-related needs in every part of the State. Last 
year, the U.S. EPA estimated that in order to ensure a safe and adequate supply of drinking water 
in California, the state requires $44.5 billion in water infrastructure improvements over the next 
20 years. Yet funding to meet these water challenges is dwindling and controversy and a lack of 
fiscal restraint have resulted in water bond proposals that are not viable and cannot be supported 
by California’s voters. 
 
SB 848 provides $6.825 billion in funding for projects that will address California’s critical 
needs, including: 
 
·  Urgent drinking water treatment for communities that do not currently have access to safe 

water 
·  Wastewater treatment to protect California’s rivers, streams and beaches 
·  Community supported habitat restoration in the Delta 
·  Delta levee stability funding to reduce the risk of levee failure due to flood, earthquake and 

sea-level rise 
·  Regional water supply development, including water recycling, groundwater cleanup, and 

agricultural and urban water conservation 
·  Water storage, including groundwater, recycled water, and surface storage projects. 
·  Stormwater reuse and recapture 
·  Watershed restoration throughout California 
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MAYOR ROB SCHRODER, VICE MAYOR LARA DELANEY, COUNCILMEMBER ANAMARIE AVILA FARIAS, 

COUNCILMEMBER MICHAEL MENESINI, COUNCILMEMBER MARK ROSS 
 

 
Senator Kevin de León  
March 20, 2014 
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Because of the reasons stated above, the City of Martinez is in SUPPORT of SB 848 (Wolk). 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Rob Schroder  
Mayor 
 



Senate Bill 848 
The Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality & Water Supply Act 

(as proposed to be amended in the Senate Natural Resources & Water committee on February 11, 2014) 

By Senator Lois Wolk 
 

Summary  
SB 848, The Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality & Water Supply Act, will provide funding to immediately 
address the crisis in the Delta, provide water treatment for communities without safe water, increase flood 
safety, and secure water supply reliability throughout California. 
 
Background  
California faces critical water challenges in the next decade. Our state is facing its third year of drought 
conditions.  Legal battles and controversial projects have slowed the response to the ecosystem crisis in the 
Delta. Small communities throughout the Central Valley lack access to safe drinking water. Climate change is 
stressing water supplies throughout California. 
 
Last year, the U.S. EPA estimated that in order to ensure a safe and adequate supply of drinking water in 
California, the state requires $44.5 billion in water infrastructure improvements over the next 20 years. Yet 
funding to meet these water challenges is dwindling and controversy and a lack of fiscal restraint have resulted 
in water bond proposals that are not viable and cannot be supported by California’s voters.  
 
This Bill  
Provides $6.825 billion in funding for projects that will address California’s critical needs, including: 
 

• Urgent drinking water treatment for communities that do not currently have access to safe water 
• Wastewater treatment to protect California’s rivers, streams and beaches 

• Community supported habitat restoration in the Delta 
• Delta levee stability funding to reduce the risk of levee failure due to flood, earthquake and sea-level rise 

• Regional water supply development, including water recycling, groundwater cleanup, and agricultural 
and urban water conservation 

• Water storage, including groundwater, recycled water, and surface storage projects.   

• Stormwater reuse and recapture 
• Watershed restoration throughout California 

 
SB 848 provides funding for competitive projects while avoiding specific project earmarks.  
 
Staff Contact  
Jim Metropulos (916) 651-4003 | jim.metropulos@sen.ca.gov  
































































