
 
 

 
 
CITY OF MARTINEZ                    CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

April 16, 2014 
 

 
TO: Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM: Anna Gwyn Simpson, Interim City Manager 
  
SUBJECT: Support Letter for Senate Bill 1424 (Wolk) – State Property: Tidelands 

Transfer: City of Martinez 
 
DATE: April 11, 2014 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends Council approve the draft letter to the California Senate Natural Resources 
and Water Committee urging the committee to approve Senate Bill (SB) 1424 to transfer State 
tidelands to the City of Martinez.  
 
BACKGROUND  
 
On February 21, 2014, SB 1424 was introduced in the State Senate by Senator Wolk. The bill 
would provide for a grant of trust land to the City of Martinez to include the marina. The bill 
would require the trust lands to be held by the City, as trustee, for the benefit of all the people of 
the state for purposes consistent with the public trust doctrine, including the protection of 
maritime or water dependent commerce, navigation, and fisheries, and the preservation of the 
land in their natural state for scientific study, open space, wildlife habitat, and water-oriented 
recreation. The bill would authorize the City to lease trust lands under specified conditions for 
purposes consistent with the grant and the public trust doctrine.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
There is no fiscal impact. 
 
ACTION: 
 
Approve draft letter authorizing the Council to sign a support letter requesting that the 
Committee vote YES on SB 1424.  
 
Attachments: Letter 
  
   

 APPROVED BY:    
    Interim City Manager  
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April 11, 2014 
 
 
 
The Honorable Senator Fran Pavley 
Chair, Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee 
State Capitol, Room 4035 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE:  SUPPORT Senate Bill 1424 (Wolk) – State Property: Tidelands Transfer: City of 

Martinez Hearing Date: April 22, 2014 
 
Dear Senator Pavley: 
 
The City Council of the City of Martinez is pleased to express our strong support for Senate Bill 
(SB) 1424, authored by Senator Wolk, regarding the tidelands transfer of State property to the 
City of Martinez. 
 
Senate Bill 1424 extends the area of land granted by State Lands Commission (SLC) to the City 
of Martinez to include a new grant of marina trust lands currently under lease from SLC.  This 
additional land grant will allow the City to pursue opportunities to redevelop the Martinez Marina 
to improve the revenue stream, a portion of which will be shared with the State, and to enhance 
the existing uses to expand the benefit for the people of Martinez and the region as a whole.     
 
The Martinez Marina has long been an icon representing Martinez’s rich history in the fishing 
industry.  For more than fifty years, the Marina has served the recreational, boating, and fishing 
communities.  It is a regional and statewide asset that also plays a key role in public safety, smart 
growth, economic development, as well as education and research.   
 
The Marina serves local and outlying communities as one of only two entry points to the San 
Francisco Bay and Delta in Contra Costa County. Residents, businesses, and public services all 
take advantage of the Martinez marina; some notable uses are as follows: 

 Entry point for U.S. Department of Fish and Game research 

 Entry point for academic and industry research 

 Environmental safety through 11 reserved slips for the National Response Center 
(NRC), CalBay Response Team and Marina Spill Response Corporation providing 
critical services to neighboring oil refineries 

 Access point for the U.S. Coast Guard, the Contra Costa County Sheriff’s Department, 
and the California Highway Patrol 
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 K-12 education collaboration for place-based learning including Martinez Unified 
School District Environmental Studies Academy and Diablo Valley College Maritime 
Biology Studies 

 Vibrant Sea Scouts program teaching youth boating, safety, and seamanship skills 
 

The Marina is an integral part of the shoreline experience that many residents of the region enjoy 
on a regular basis.  It provides opportunities for landside and water recreational experiences, as 
well as education and research. SB 1424 will help maintain and preserve the Martinez Marina for 
the enjoyment and use by residents, businesses and public service agencies. 
 
The City of Martinez respectfully requests you vote YES on SB 1424 when it is heard before your 
committee. 
 
Sincerely, 
     
 
        
Rob Schroder AnaMarie Avila Farias   Lara Delaney 
Mayor Councilmember    Councilmember 
 
 
   
 
Michael Menesini   Mark Ross 
Vice Mayor    Councilmember 
 
 
cc:  Senator Lois Wolk 
 Assemblywoman Susan Bonilla 
 Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors 
 
 




