CITY OF MARTINEZ CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
July 16, 2014

TO: Mayor and City Council
FROM: Alan Shear, Assistant City Manager
SUBJECT: Grand Jury Response to the Public Records Act in Contra Costa County

DATE: July 8, 2014

RECOMMENDATION:

Approve and authorize the Mayor to sign the attached response letter to the Grand Jury Report
#1405, “The Public Records Act in Contra Costa County” by the 2013-2014 Contra Costa Grand
Jury.

BACKGROUND:

The California Constitution established Grand Juries in each county. With respect to public
agencies, Grand Juries are authorized to “investigate and report upon the operations, accounts
and records of the officers, departments, functions, and the method of performing the duties of
any such city and make such recommendations as it may deem proper. A governing body has 90
days to respond to the presiding judge of the superior court on findings contained in a Grand Jury
Report.

In June, the City of Martinez (as well as other public agencies in Contra Costa County) received
the attached Grand Jury Report titled “The Public Records Act in Contra Costa County”
(Attachment A) which contained recommendations specific to certain jurisdictions.

Accordingly, the attached draft responses (Attachment B) are presented for the City Council’s
consideration to transmit to the presiding judge. The Grand Jury expects to receive the City’s
response by September 3, 2014.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Responding to the Grand Jury reports took staff time.
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ACTION:

Motion to approve and authorize the Mayor to sign the attached response letter to the Grand Jury
Report #1405, “The Public Records Act in Contra Costa County” by the 2013-14 Contra Costa
Grand Jury.

Attachments:
A.  Grand Jury Letter & Report
B. Draft Letter to Contra Costa County Civil Grand Jury

APPROVED BY:

Interim City’"Manager



Attachment A
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Attachment B

City of Martinez

525 Henrietta Street, Martinez, CA 94553-2394 (925) 372-3505
FAX (925) 229-5012

July 17, 2014

2013-2014 Contra Costa County Civil Grand Jury
Attn: Stephen Conlin, Foreperson

725 Court Street

P.O.Box 431

Martinez, CA 94553-0091

Dear Mr. Conlin:

On behalf of the Martinez City Council, this letter responds to Contra Costa County Grand Jury
Report: “The Public Records Act in Contra Costa County,” (Report 1405). The City Council
authorized this response at its meeting on July 16, 2014.

According to page 6 of the Report, the City of Martinez is required to respond to Findings 1 through
7 and Recommendations 1 through 3. Pursuant to California Penal Code Section 933.05, the City

will respond to each finding and to each recommendation individually.

CITY’S RESPONSES TO GRAND JURY FINDINGS 1-7

GRAND JURY FINDING #1
The State of California’s policy of transparency in government is embodied in the California Public
Records Act (CPRA).

City Response: With the information provided by the Grand Jury Report # 1405, the City agrees
with this finding.

GRAND JURY FINDING #2
Contra Costa County’s policy of transparency in government has been strengthened by its adoption
of the Better Government Ordinance.

City Response: With the information provided by the Grand Jury Report # 1405, the City agrees
with this finding.

GRAND JURY FINDING #3
Contra Costa County conducts periodic training of its employees regarding how to respond to
requests for records under the CPRA and the Better Government Ordinance.

City Response: With the information provided by the Grand Jury Report # 1405, the City agrees
with this finding.

RoB SCHRODER, MAYOR
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GRAND JURY FINDING #4
The response to CPRA requests by departments reporting to the Board of Supervisors is general
timely and appropriate.

City Response: With the information provided by the Grand Jury Report # 1405, the City agrees
with this finding.

GRAND JURY FINDING #5
The response to CPRA by cities and special districts within Contra Costa County is uneven. Some
entities are responsive, while others have delayed responses or fail to respond entirely.

City Response: The City partially disagrees with the finding. While the information in Grand Jury
Report # 1405 provides empirical data of uneven responses by cities and special districts within
the County, the City of Martinez is consistent in its timely responses to CPRA requests.

GRAND JURY FINDING #6
Employees of cities and some special districts who deal with CPRA requests are unfamiliar with the
Act and the responsibilities of their agency when records are requested.

City Response: The City partially disagrees with the finding. While the information in Grand Jury
Report # 1405 provides empirical data of uncertainty from cities and special districts within the
County about which staff person should respond to a CPRA request, the City of Martinez has a
specific and constant approach when responding to CPRA requests.

GRAND JURY FINDING #7

Among the most valuable documents that could be included on websites are: Statements of
Economic Interest, Employment Contracts, Annual Audits, Travel and Entertainment
reimbursements, and agendas and supporting documents for public meetings.

City Response: The City agrees with this finding.

CITY’S RESPONSES TO GRAND JURY RECOMMENDATIONS 1-3

GRAND JURY RECOMMENDATION #1
Cities and special districts in Contra Costa County should consider adopting a policy similar to the
Better Government Ordinance, expanding the right of the public to access to public records.

City Response: The recommendation requires further analysis. The analysis will include review
of the Ordinance, costs, and applicability to the City. The City will consider this issue by
November 2014.

RoB SCHRODER, MAYOR



GRAND JURY RECOMMENDATION #2
Cities and special districts in Contra Costa County should arrange for periodic training of employees
who are responsible for responding to Public Records Act requests.

City Response: The recommendation requires further analysis. City staff is knowledgeable with
the process of responding to Public Records Act requests. The Deputy City Clerk who is
responsible for managing the Public Records Requests completes training through the California
City Clerks Association and Northern City Clerks Association. However, the City will consider if
additional training is necessary for other employees by November 2014.

GRAND JURY RECOMMENDATION #3
Cities and special districts should consider making certain public records that are clearly disclosable
under the CPRA available on their websites.

Statement of Economic Interests

Employment Contracts

Annual Audits

Travel and Entertainment reimbursements

Agendas and supporting documents for public meetings
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City Response: The recommendation has been partially implemented. The City’s website
currently has the annual audits, agendas and supporting documents available online. While the
other documents are available through regular PRA requests, the City will consider making those
documents available online.

Sincerely,

Robert Schroder
Mayor, City of Martinez

Cc: City Council
Anna Gwyn Simpson, Interim City Manager
Jeffrey Walter, City Attorney
Alan Shear, Assistant City Manager
Mercy Cabral, Deputy City Clerk

RoB SCHRODER, MAYOR





