RESOLUTION NO. PC 15-01 [DRAFT]

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION
OF THE CITY OF MARTINEZ
RECOMMENDING THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE A GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT TO ADOPT
THE 2015-2013 HOUSING ELEMENT OF THE CITY OF MARTINEZ GENERAL PLAN

WHEREAS, California Government Code Article 10.6 commencing with Section 65583,
requires each local jurisdiction in California must adopt a General Plan, and every General Plan
must contain a Housing Element. California law lists specific timetables in regard to the
schedule for updating the Housing Elements. In previous Housing element cycles, the updates
were required to occur every five (5) years to address and respond to regional Housing Needs,
site inventory, housing constraints and any new provisions in State Law. For this current
Housing element update cycle, the State has changed the update cycle to allow up to eight (8)
years, from January 31. 2015 to January 31, 2023, provided the document is reviewed and
certified by the California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD); and

WHEREAS, the City of Martinez’ share of regional housing need is established by the
Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) and this period’s related “regional Needs
Allocation” (RHNA) was adopted by ABAG in 2013 and determined that Martinez’ fair share of
the RHNA for the period between 2014 and 2022 is a total of 469 units in the following income
categories: 124 units extremely low and very low income, 72 units low income, 78 units
moderate and 195 units above-moderate income; and

WHEREAS, the City has prepared a Housing Element update, titles City of Martinez
2015-2013 Housing Element Update, to comply with applicable requirements of State law and
to facilitate the City’s ability to satisfy its RHNA as established for this period by ABAG; and

WHEREAS, State law requires that local agencies make a diligent effort to achieve
participation by all segments of the community in preparing a Housing Element; and

WHEREAS, the City held a public workshop on May 13, 2014, the meeting was
advertised in the local paper (Martinez Gazette), on the City website and announced at the
Council meeting, but, unfortunately, no one attended the evening workshop; and

WHEREAS, the City followed up by preparing a survey, and placing the survey on Survey
Monkey on May 28, 2014. The availability of the survey was advertised on our website, city
manager weekly newsletter and during the City Council meeting an oral report was provided to
announce the availability of the survey. The City of Martinez received 41 responses; and:

WHEREAS, the City concluded its outreach by holding a roundtable discussion of
housing (profit and non profit) on June 18, 2014. Individual invitations were sent to 25 housing
providers and government entities. Only one organization from an adjacent county attended.
The city has received no public comments; and

WHEREAS, Staff subsequently submitted its initial draft to HCD in fall 2014 for an
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informal review, and working to incorporate HCD staff’s suggestions, staff completed a revised
working draft in early 2015; and

WHEREAS, on February 11, 2015, the Planning Commission held a public meeting on the
Draft 2015-2023 Housing Element and after providing comment, it recommended to the City
that it direct staff to submit the Draft 2015-2023 Housing Element to HCD for final review and
certification. There were no comments from the public provided at this meeting; and

WHEREAS, on February 11, 2015, the Planning Commission held a public meeting on the
Draft 2015-2023 Housing Element and after providing comment, it recommended to the City
that it direct staff to submit the Draft 2015-2023 Housing Element to HCD for final review and
certification. There were no comments from the public provided at this meeting; and

WHEREAS, on February 18, 2015, the City Council held a public meeting on the Draft
2015-2023 Housing Element and provided direction to staff for minor modification to the
proposed Housing Programs and requesting an update on some of the Housing Site Inventory’s
range of potential unit yields, and

WHEREAS, on March 4, 2015, the City Council held a second public meeting on the Draft
2015-2023 Housing Element, which incorporated the modifications requested, and directed
staff to submit the Draft 2015-2023 Housing Element to HCD for final review and certification;
and

WHEREAS, the City received a letter from HCD dated February 18, 2010 asking that
additional information be included in the Draft Housing Element; and

WHEREAS, City staff worked with HCD staff to respond to all of HCD’s comments and to
include modifications to the Draft Housing Element in compliance with State law requirements;
and

WHEREAS, on April 22, 2015, the City Transmitted the Draft 2015-2023 Housing Element
to HCD for final review and on May 1, 2015, HCD provided a letter to the City of Martinez
indicating the Draft 2015-2023 Housing Element meets the statutory requirement of the State
Housing Element Law as delineated in Government Code Section 65583; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) and the State
CEQA Guidelines, the City is the lead agency for the Housing Element adoption; and

WHEREAS, section 15061(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines states the general rule that CEQA
is that it applies only to projects which have the potential for causing a significant effect on the
environment; and;

WHEREAS, the Draft Housing Element Update 2015-2023 does not propose any new
policies or programs that would change any land use or portend new development that was not
already considered in the 2007-2014 Housing Element, for which, pursuant to CEQA, an initial
study was completed, and a Negative Declaration was adopted; and



WHEREAS, the Housing Element update can thus be seen with certainty that there is no
possibility that the adoption of the 2015-2023 Housing Element update would have a significant
effect on the environment on; and

WHEREAS, proper notice of this public hearing was given in all respects as required by
law;

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has reviewed all written evidence and oral
testimony presented to date.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Planning Commission of the City of Martinez finds and resolves
as follows:

1. That, the above recitals are found to be true and constitute part of the findings upon which
this resolution is based.

2. That based upon the Record and the findings, the Planning Commission recommends that
City Council find that Housing Element update is exempt from the requirements of the
California Environmental Quality Act

3. That the Planning Commission has determined that each and every action within the
Housing Element is consistent with the Downtown Specific Plan and Martinez General Plan.

4. That, based on the Record and the findings set forth herein, the Planning Commission
hereby recommends that the City Council amend the General Plan to adopt the Revised

Draft Housing Element, as set forth in Exhibit A, attached hereto and incorporated herein by
reference.
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| HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly adopted by
the Planning Commission of the City of Martinez at a regular meeting of said Commission held
on the 5" day of May, 2015

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

ABSTAINED:

Dina Tasini
Planning Manager/Clerk Pro Tem
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