City Council Agenda

July 15, 2015
Date: July 9, 2015
To: Mayor and City Council
From: Councilmember Lara Delaney
Subject: Supporting the Martinez Historical Society Grant Application

Recommendation

Authorize the Mayor to provide a letter of support to the grant application from the Martinez
Historical Society, on behalf of the Joe DiMaggio Hometown Hero Project, for the National
Endowment for the Arts' (NEA) Our Town FY 16 "Arts Engagement, Cultural Planning, and
Design Projects"” grant."

Background
Our Town is the NEA's primary creative placemaking grants program, and invests in projects
that contribute to the livability of communities and place the arts at their core.

A key to the success of creative placemaking is involving the arts in partnership with committed
governmental, nonprofit, and private sector leadership. All applications must demonstrate a
partnership that will provide leadership for the project. These partnerships must involve two
primary partners: 1) nonprofit organization, and 2) local government entity, as defined by these
guidelines. One of these two primary partners must be a cultural organization. The highest
ranking official of the local government is required to submit a formal statement of support
designating the project as the one of the up to two applications being submitted for the local
government.

Additional partners are encouraged and may include an appropriate variety of entities such as
arts organizations and artists, design professionals and design centers, state level government
agencies, foundations, nonprofit organizations, educational institutions, real estate developers,
business leaders, community organizations, council of governments, rural planning
organizations, transportation agencies, special districts, educational organizations, as well as
public and governmental entities.

The Joe DiMaggio Hometown Hero Project is partnering with the Martinez Historical Society to
submit a grant application in the amount of $200,000 to support the development of the
Hometown Hero Project. The Hometown Hero Project includes the establishment of a Joe
DiMaggio Museum, a Joe DiMaggio bronze sculpture project, a mural, an oral history project,
and the development of a Walking Tour.

The deadline for the grant submittal is September 21, 2015.



Fiscal Impact
NEA requires a 1:1 match of grant funds. Matching funds may be cash or a combination of cash

and in-kind contributions. The match does not have to be committed at the time of application.

Attachment
e Program Description



OUR TOWN: Arts Engagement, Cultural Planning, and Design Projects - Grant Program
Description

Arts engagement, cultural planning, and design projects should represent the distinct character
and quality of their communities, and be carried out by a nonprofit organization in partnership
with a local government entity.

Projects

The Arts Endowment plans to support a variety of projects across the country in urban and rural
communities of all sizes. Successful Our Town projects will impact livability by affecting
community priorities such as public safety, health, blight and vacancy, environment, job
creation, equity, local business development, civic participation, and/or community cohesion.

Projects should represent the distinct character and quality of their communities, and must
reflect the following livability requirements:

e Avision for enhancing the social and/or economic livability of the community.

e The needs of existing residents and institutions in the community.

e Support for artists, design professionals, and arts organizations that integrate the arts
and design into the fabric of civic life and/or community plans.

e Creative approaches to addressing community challenges or priorities.

Projects may include arts engagement, cultural planning, and design projects such as:

Arts Engagement
Arts engagement projects support artistically excellent artistic production or practice as the
focus of creative placemaking work. This includes artist-led projects that impact livability.

e Innovative programming that fosters interaction among community members, arts
organizations, and artists, or activates existing cultural and community assets.

e Public art that improves public spaces and strategically reflects or shapes the physical
and social character of a community.

e Artist residencies that provide artists with the opportunity to bring their creative skill
sets to non-arts institutions, including residencies in government offices, businesses, or
other institutions.

e Projects that provide artists professional development and access to markets and capital
for business development in communities, including support for creative
entrepreneurship.

o Festivals and performances that activate spaces not normally used for such purposes.



Cultural Planning
Cultural planning projects support the development of artistically excellent local support
systems necessary for creative placemaking to succeed.

e Creative asset mapping.

e Cultural district planning.

¢ The development of master plans or community-wide strategies for public art.

¢ Community-wide plans for the integration of arts and cultural activities that address
local challenges and priorities, including artist involvement and leadership in the
process.

Design
Design projects that demonstrate artistic excellence while supporting the development of
places where creative activities occur, or where the identity of place is created or reinforced.

e Design of public spaces, e.g., parks, plazas, landscapes, neighborhoods, districts,
infrastructure, bridges, and artist-produced elements of streetscapes.

¢ Community engagement activities including design charrettes, design competitions, and
community design workshops.

e Design of rehearsal, studio, or live/work spaces for artists, including innovative new
models of artist space like co-working and shared spaces.

e Design of cultural facilities — new or adaptive reuse.

We understand that creative placemaking projects are often multi-year, large-scale initiatives.
Please specify in your application which phase or phases of your project are included in your
request for NEA funding. All phases of a project-except for those for facilities noted below-are
eligible for support.

Where appropriate, Our Town applications should demonstrate how the project will align with
other place-based federal grant programs and policies, including, but not limited to, those from
the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Department of Transportation
(DQOT), the Department of Commerce, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), such as
Consolidated Plans, Analysis of impediments to Fair Housing Choice, Long Range Transportation
Plans, and Asset Management Plans.



