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Regular Meeting  
Parks, Recreation, Marina and Cultural Commission  

June 16, 2015  
Martinez, CA  

Chair Radke called the Regular meeting of the Parks, Recreation, Marina and Cultural Commission to 
order at 7:02 pm, in the Council Chambers, 525 Henrietta Street, Martinez, CA. 

1. ROLL CALL  
Present: Chair Dylan Radke, Commissioner Brian Eychner, Commissioner John Fuller, Commissioner 
Donald Pallotta, Commissioner Richard Patchin. Excused: Commissioner Ingmar Olsson, Vice Chair 
Karen Bell-Patten, Commissioner Gay Gerlack.  
 
City Staff present: Senior Civil Engineer Joe Enke, Recreation Coordinator Barbara Patchin and 
Administrative Aide III Robin Agostino. 
 
PRESENTATION(S)  

a) Hidden Lakes Soccer Field: Chris Chisam Landscape Architect from Siegfried Engineering gave a 
PowerPoint presentation on Hidden Lakes Soccer Field renovations. Mr. Chisam explained to the 
Commission the background and scope of the project. The project will include replacing existing natural 
turf with synthetic turf, resurfacing the walking track, resurfacing walkways from the parking lot, 
updating the ADA parking lot to current code, security and spectator fencing. Mr. Chisam went on to 
explain the cost differences between the synthetic turf and natural turf over a 20 year period.  Costs 
included initial construction, yearly maintenance and field reconstruction. He summarized maintenance 
for 20 year cost $1,372,000 for living turf, $1,914,000 for synthetic turf and pointed out that a synthetic 
turf field can be used nearly twice as many hours per year as a living field, so the cost per hour of use 
for synthetic was $63.46 compared to $85.75 for turf.  Projected water savings were then presented.  He 
then reviewed several studies on the health hazards of crumb rubber infill material. 
Commissioner Comments:  Commissioner Pallotta questioned Mr. Chisam about his concerns 
regarding the possible health risks with synthetic turf. Commissioner Pallotta stated he will be 
researching the possible cancer link and report back to the Commission as he is not convinced.   
 

b) Joe DiMaggio mural as a part of the Joe DiMaggio Home Town Hero Project, Ken Weseloh: Mr. 
Weseloh shared his plan of the Home Town Hero Project which includes a sculpture, oral history, 
restored boat "Joltin' Joe;" museum space for memorabilia, a mural and a walking tour (including 
DiMaggio's birthplace). The mural site proposed at Waters Moving and Storage on highway 680 on the 
south side of the Martinez Benicia Bridge.  He stated that a better site would be on the wall of the 
backside of the City of Martinez owned building now being used by the Universal Sport Complex, across 
the rail road tracks on Marina Vista. This item will be sent to the Cultural Arts Subcommittee. Mr. 
Weseloh will be contacted by city staff.  

Commissioner Comments: Commissioner Pallotta asked about financing, Mr. Weseloh explained the mural 
will be funded by the Home Town Hero Project, a non-profit in the process of being formed.  

Public Comment: Kristin Henderson explained she has written a book about the Italian heritage. Her 
research shows Joe DiMaggio received his boat for what he did in New York. She noted a walking tour 
should include the entire “Italian forest”.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Ms. Henderson thanked the Cultural Arts Subcommittee for being sensitive and 
intelligent regarding the art deco tiles from the demolished Contra Costa County Assessor’s Building. She 
announced the publication of her second book about the Olive Grove in Rankin Park, and its parkland 
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history. She is requesting use of the library community room for a practice run for her speech at the 
Sacramento Center of Italian Studies.   The California State Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) would 
like to come before the PRMCC about historic perseveration.   

2. CONSENT CALENDAR: Minutes of May 19, 2015 
On a motion by Commissioner Pallotta, seconded by Commissioner Patchin, to approve the PRMCC 
minutes of May 19, 2015 with corrections.  Motion passed 3-0-2-2 Yes: Chair Radke, Commissioner 
Pallotta, Commissioner Patchin. Abstain: Commissioner Eychner; Commissioner Fuller Excused: 
Commissioner Olsson, Vice Chair Bell-Patten, Commissioner Gerlack.  
 
Public Comment: None 
 

3. NEW BUSINESS: None 
 

4. ACTION ITEM (S) FOR REQUEST: 
a) Worth a Dam, Heidi Perryman Beaver Festival 

On a motion by Commissioner Patchin, seconded by Commissioner Pallotta, approve request from Worth 
a Dam, Heidi Perryman to waive fees for use of Alhambra Park, on August 1, 2015. Motion passes 5-0-3 
Yes: Chair Radke, Commissioner Eychner, Commissioner Fuller, Commissioner Pallotta, Commissioner 
Patchin. Excused: Commissioner Olsson, Vice Chair Bell-Patten, Commissioner Gerlack.  
 
Public Comment: None 
 

b) James Blalock  
On a motion by Commission Patchin seconded by Commissioner Eychner to approve use of Alhambra 
Park by James Blalock for a private party, on August 15, 2015. Motion passes 5-0-3 Yes: Chair Radke, 
Commissioner Eychner, Commissioner Fuller, Commissioner Pallotta, and Commissioner Patchin. 
Excused: Commissioner Olsson, Vice Chair Bell-Patten and Commissioner Gerlack.  

 
Public Comment: None 

 
5. SUBCOMMITTEE(S)  
a) Measure H: Mr. Enke updated the Commission about construction at Susana Park and announced the 

completion should be the end of July.  Installation of lighting, site furnishings and drainage improvements 
at the corner of Estudillo and Henrietta are the remaining items of work. With the completion of the little 
league season, construction at Mt. View Park will now start on the picnic areas around the ball field and 
the main parking lot.  Construction for Mt. View Park is scheduled to be completed by the middle of 
August. Completion of the ADA and other improvements to the restroom buildings in both parks are still 
pending.  The work will either be performed by city forces or by a negotiated change order with Suarez 
and Munoz. 
Hidden Lakes Soccer Field – A public workshop was held June 8, 2015.  Representatives from Pleasant 
Hill Martinez Soccer Association and Heritage Soccer club attended.  The Park Subcommittee met 
Tuesday, June 16 to discuss the project.  The design consultant gave a presentation at tonight’s meeting. 
Waterfront Park – Dillingham Associates is working on the final design drawings for the project based on 
the approved schematic design.  The Council approved additional funding in the amount of $3,985,000 
for the project, for a total of $7,580,000.  The additional funding includes Measure WW, Park in Lieu 
impact fees and $2,050,000 of additional Measure H.  An Initial Study is also underway to determine the 
appropriate environmental documentation for the project.  Construction is scheduled to start in the spring 
of 2016.   
Commissioner Comments: Chair Radke asked again that “Measure H Project” signs be placed at Mt.  
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View and Susana Parks. The Commission asked again for complete plans and cost of the Waterfront Park 
project with elements, amenities, cost and balance. Mr. Enke will have the information the Commission 
requested in the July Measure H update. 
 

b) Cultural Arts update: Commissioner Pallotta updated the Commission regarding the large scale artistic 
art deco tile pieces from the demolished Contra Costa County Assessor’s building acquired by Kristen 
Henderson. Commissioner Pallotta said Ms. Henderson has requested the PRMCC recommend placing 
the tile at the Martinez Library.  This item will go back to the Cultural Arts Subcommittee. 

Commissioner Comments: None 
Public Comment: None. 
 

6. PUBLIC HEARING(S) None 
 

7. CITY AND STAFF COMMENTS 
a) Recreation Staff Report: Chair Radke noted that the picnic rentals have increased from the previous year.  
b) Park Maintenance Report: Commissioner Pallotta expressed his concerns regarding the repeated 

vandalism in Rankin Park. Commissioner Patchin was informed by City of Martinez Public Works staff, 
the park has a problem with drug use. Commissioner Pallotta would like to make a motion to City 
Council for added police patrols and cameras in Rankin Park and is requesting this item be on the July 
agenda as an action item. 
Public Comment: None 
 

8. PRMCC  
Commissioner Comments: None 
   

9. CORRESPONDENCE: None  
 

10. ADJOURNMENT  
Motion to adjourn at 8:35pm to the Regular PRMCC Meeting on July 21, 2015 at 7:00 pm in the Council 
Chambers, 525 Henrietta Street, Martinez, California. 
 
Respectfully submitted by  
 
 
 
Robin Agostino  
 
 


