
  City of Martinez                                 Memo 
   
 
 
Date:  August 13, 2015 
 
To:  Alan Shear, Assistant City Manager 
 
From:  Patty Lorick, Recreation Supervisor 
 
Subject: Creating New Pickle Ball Courts 
 
 

Recommendation 
 
PRMCC vote to recommend to the city council, if funding is available, the Cappy Ricks Tennis 
Courts be striped for Pickle Ball creating a dual use facility, Pickle Ball and Tennis.  Also, PRMCC 
vote to recommend to City Council, if funding is available, that all tennis courts install new signs 
that indicate that tennis courts are “First Come, First Served” and are to be used for Tennis type 
activities. 
 
 
 
Background 
 
The Parks Subcommittee scheduled a public hearing to discuss the use of Pickle Ball on City 
Tennis Courts, Tuesday, June 24.  There wasn’t a quorum for the subcommittee but Chairman 
Radke, agreed to listen to public comments.  Public testimony was heard from sixteen people 
from both sides of the issue.   
 
Attached are e-mails and program information. 
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From : Carolyn Daniels <proflo@aol.corn>

To: proflo <proflo@aof.corn>

Date: Mon, Jun 22. 2015 7:4 am

Presentation to the City of Itiartinez

by Addb illattox, USAPA Ambassador
amattox@earthlink. net

June 23, 2(}15

. Ivlenbership has risen 102%in the past tr,ro years

. 3,200 places b play, no{ including scfrools

. ln 2013, 523 new locations \irere opened, 44lmontr

. ln 2015, 76 newphces per nnnth

. SporB Fihess lrdusty research study estirnaEd 2.4 nillion players

. Tennis is decreasing about 10% annually

Benefib

. Wellness, particularly for oHer people

. Transition sport for tennis players

. Wellnes, for youth - replace W and electonic enbrtainnpnt

. Easy to learn, eren for non-atrletic people

. lnerpensive for players

. Socialization

. l{o need to pre.organize foursones, drop in

1 ofl 6/22/201s 7:52 AM





To: Martinez Parks and Recreation Commission
From: Michele Beith
Re: Dedicated Pickleball Courts in Martinez

Helio.

My name is Michele Beith. I am a resident of Concord. Over the last several months I
have enjoyed playing pickleball with my friends from Martirrezatthe Hidden Lakes
Iennis Courts. From what I understand there has been some conflict within Martinez
regarding the sharing of Martinez courts with the Tennis community.

Second hand I have heard that many Tennis players attended a meeting and indicated that
most of the players were "old people from Walnut Creek." Well now that has been
dispelled as Walnut Creek has graciously made dedicated courts available for pickleball
to a rousing success. I am still playing several days at the courts in Martinez and don,t
see any tennis players around. Most of the people I play with are Martinez residents.

I ask what is old? To a teen 30 is old, is it 40? 50? 60? 70? I am sure there are at least
several Martinez residents who play hard fought, highly competitive slow pitch softball
games in Concord. I would think that Martinez residents may also partake in soccer
matches at Boatwright Park in Concord. I don't think of my neighbors from the great
city of Martinez as interlopers. In fact when the Concord tiaval Weapon Station design
comes up for review, I am going to be first in line to propose both Tennis Courts and
Pickleball Courts be part of the project. I do not envision a Concord official at the gates
asking for proof of residency.

Pickleball is a growing sport - not just for the ancient, I play with people in their 30's
through 60's, there's even some young whippersnappers in their 20's out there. My
request is that there be some dedicated courts where we can enjoy the camaraderie and
competition. I do not believe we are a threat to ovemrn the tennis players.

In the words of the philosopher Rodney Krg, my request is simply "Can't we all just get
along?"

Thank you.

mickyd I 23 us@yahoo. com



I plan to attend the city counsel meeting but am not cornfortable speaking, howerer I would still like to erpress myopinion.

I have never liked tennis because the sport is too taxing and difficult for rnost beginners. Allyou seem to do is chasedown balls, which of course is no fun! t've been playing-picklebalL now for four ,6r,ths, 4-S times a week, and love.the fact that it's arailable to alt levels of skill, age ano dnpetitiveness. tt's also a great form of exercise and weigrrtloss' ln addition, I find it to be a rery socialsport; I'rre neiso rnany new people and have even rnade rew friendsl

Like tennis, pickleball should be.available to the public.-There are so many unused tennis courts in Martinez so wlrynot dedicate at least one location to srrh a great and fast-growing sport? Tennis players are upset for picklers
using courts they don't even own. As a honreowrel and tafiayer 6t ttaartineztoi oL7J, years, I strorgly urge thecity courcilto consider otn plea for dedicated pickleballcourtjt rhank you.

Sincerely,
Deirdre Morris deirdre8morris@grnail.com
Resident of Martinez

From : Carolyn Daniels <proflo@aot.con>

To: proflo <proflo@aol.com>

Date: Mon, Jun 22. 2015 t:42 am

hflps ://mail.aol.com/webrnail-std/e*us/prinMessap

HiCarolyn,

Subiect: Re: Martinez Pickleball Meeting- Tuesday, June 23 6:00-7:00 Martinez City Hall- 52S Henrietta St.

To \A/hom it May Concern,

lfrave been playirB Pickleball for almost a year in both Martinez and Walnut Creek. As an athlete and ps a physical
Therapist I can attest to the fact tlrat this is an important and very popular form of e>ercise and of entertainnrent ard
Ii,l'l3lll:k11t]Tly aren't enot4h rrenues to accomrnodate ihe popularity of this growing sport. I strongty urgetn6 subcprnrnittee to serkrusly corsirler the need for dedicated courts for ttrebr.rgeonirp intereit in pickleba'll. There
is no downside to this request!
Most Sirrcerely, 

\
Lynn \A/helan, PT whelanot@value.rpt

fl
6122/2015 7:48 ANt



3 letters put together and printed
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From : Carolyn Daniels <profl o@aol.corn>

To: kasiemsen <kasiemsen@aol.core; proflo <proflo@aol.com>

Subject: 3 letters put together and printed

Date: Thu, Jun 18, 20157:43 am

Make room for pickle ball courts in your community. lt is wonderfulsport for the senior community. lt provides
physicalexercise, hand-eye coordination, movernent.'memory and sociability. lt encourages seniors
To be healthy and active. Build those
Courts for your senior community.

Helene. Schneider
helena schneider@sbcglobal. net

Hi Carolyn,

Sorry we will be unable to attend the meeting but want to express how impqrtant the game is to us. .

Dedicated Pickleball courts in Martinez are important to me because this game can be played by people of all
ages. The physical abilities are not as demanding as Tennis and I am able to play the game with my 73 year pld
Dad. We appreciate the permanent lines at Hidden Valley but really need to have permanent nets. This will
allow for morerplay and less set up. This is the fastest growing game in the Country and having dedicated courts
could allow for league play, which may raise some revenue for the City. Please consider dedicJting space to the
great game of Pickleball. Thank you.

Leona Hartman
leona. hartmann@sbcglobal. net, or Ll-{ARTMAN@ehsd.cccounty. us

K - I work til 7pm on Tues but here are my comments:

To PRMCC Committee,

Pickleball is the fastest growing sport in the nation. This new sport happens to
coincide with the largest aging group in the nation. "Retiring" tennis players are
pickleball's greatest advocates. As opportunity mee.ts reality I urge you to be
proactive in preparing your city to be on the cutting edge of taking advantage of the
opportunity. With the internet available for nriOin! out what's going on, Martinez can
join the growing lists of places peopte from everywhere are using to find out Where
"they can play pic.f,leball. Both tennis and pickleball can coexist successfully if each
side supports and respects the other. Please focus on the future needs of both
groups and make accommodations accordingly. Sincerety, once a tennis player now
a pickleball player
Barbara Harrison

baba. harrison@qmai!.com

I of2
6118/201-5 7:45 A
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From : Carolyn Daniels <proflo@aol.con>

To: proflo <proflo@aol.corn>

Cc: kasiernsen <kasiensen@aol.corn>

Date: Tue, Jun 23, 201S 10:55 am

From: Peter Scherr < oeterscherresq@gmail.com>
Date: June 23,2015 at 10:09:41 AM pDT

Subiect Martinez Pickteball

Dear Martinez City Council-

\Men I was asked to send an emailto you urging your town to dedicate some of its courts to
pickleball, it stuck me as a bit odd. Given that pickleball has become the fastest growirg sport in the
country, is played by people who rarge in age from their twenties to their eightiesl lt is an irrcredibly
accessible activity that certainly enharrces the quality of life of all that ptay. it is a natural enhancement
of the City of Martinez.

From opportunities to socialize and mirgle, to enjoy sorne e><ercise (yes, enjoy exercise) and reduce
stress, this game is boon to allthat play and most certainly to the communities that faciiitate the sport_

l_sJarted playing at your City's l,lorCal courts last sumrner and have meet peopb of all walks of life
Pickleball doesn't care if you are yourE or old, or poor or wealilry. All are welcome.

As an inclusiue, tealtty and popular actMty, your citizens and ggests deserves a more pennanent
home for one of their favorite actMties.

Thank you for your courtesies and consideration. I am,

Very truly yours,
Peter J. Scherr

l of I
6/23/2015l0:55 AM
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From : Carolyn Daniels <proflo@aol.com>

To: proflo <proflo@aol.con>

Subject Fwd:

Date: Tue, Jun 23, 20157.SS am

hups :i/mil.aol. corn/webrnail-std/en-us/printMessage

From: Marcia Yamashiro < mya mashirord@yahoo. com>
Date: June 23,2015 at 12:Sl:24 AM pDT
To: Carolyn < proflo@aol.com>
Subiect: Re: 8:30 Friday pbklebafl

Here are nry thorghts:

There is srch a need for dedicated pickleballcourts in Martinez as this sport continues to grow in popularity every
day.

As a previous competitive racquetball player, I have found this sport to provide even nore fun, competitbn, and
exercise! The growing group of players have encouraged new friendships which has been the most positive part of
this new sport for nre.

To accommodate and promote nrcre pickleball, there is a need for courts. We greatly need your help ard support.
Thank you! Marcia tleishi

I of I 6/23/2015 7:55 AM



,Ti*|,".*eball CourB

From : stazero <stazero@astound.net>

To: profl o <proflo@aol.con>

Subject Martinez Picklebafl Courts

Date: Mon, Jun 22,2015 8:23 pm

htps : //mail.aol.com/webmail-std/en-us/printMessage

carolyn: r will be unable to attend the meetinq tomorrow.
Please deliver a

copy of this letter to the City council
on my beha1f .

To the Martinez City
Council and To Vilhom It May Concern:
Citj-zens of central Contra Costa county,
particularl-y
Concord to Martinez, are in dire need of rnore ready to use

recreational facil-ities. pickleball i-s a wonderful sports
activity growj.ng
in popularity even as I write. Our older
resldents especially are finding
this the perfect game for
fun and exercise.
I strongly urge the creatj-on of
Dedicated Picklebal-1
Courts for Martinez.
Respectfully
James Kain
1596 West
St
Concord, Ca. 94527
92 5-s 6 6-81 1 4

1 ofl 6/23/2015 7:20 AM



ht&s : //mail. aol.conr/webnni l - std/en-us/prinMes sagt

From : Carolyn Daniels <proflo@aol.conr

To: proflo <proflo@aol.corn>

Date: Tue, Jun 23,2015 7:09 am

From: Charles Zook < czook@charleszook.com>
Date: June 22,2015 at 7:26:35 pM pDT

Subject: if any edits are needed, let rne know

To \A/hom lt May Concern, l

My narne is Charles Zook. I tale resided in i,lapa since 1980 and I enjoy takirq advantage of recreation
opportunities allover the Bay Area. h/henerrer possible a farcrite of niir6 is toirive aUout 40 minutes to Martinez toplay Pickleball at Glacier Courts. Great exercise, fun people, comnnnty followed by a few of us going somewnere
in Martinez for luncl/drihks, etc. AS a l,,lapan, t know how hard i,lapa works to aftract tourists to &ni and play and
spend their dollars here in Mpa. Pickleball is a \rery popular and growing sport. Napa lacks the leadership'and.
dedication such as Carolyn and Karen have provided, dedicatirg untold houis to errcouraging people to gei o,t of the
house and have sorne fun (and sperd sorE money), as wellaJerrcouragirg the Facilities to allow br saidactivities.
lf we had solneone like Carolyn and lGren l,tapa could be luring people for6. n\ a visitor to your fine city, I
encourage you to do all you can to support people getting exercise, inving fun, and, yes, coming to your't,own to
support your local br.sinesses. Right rnw you have the opportunity to be on the cuftilrt? eOge, a-pfa; where peopte
krow they c€ln come and harc fun. Arrything that can be done to ittow for the targe nJmUer of people enthusiasfic to
play Pickleball without stepping on the toes of the infrequent tennis phyers will be-nu.rch appreciated by all.

I

Charles Zook
308 East Berna Avenue
Mpq CA 94s59
707 246 2226

Carolyn ard Kaien,

I willnot be speakirg at the meeting on Trrsday, Jure 22,2015, btfi I willbe attendirg as a 3-year resident of
Martinez and an avid pickleball player and supporter. I want to elpress rny feelings rfoarding pi,cfteOattand getting
dedicated courts in Martinez.

I started playing this wonderful sport in Ar.rgust of 2014. I got hooked immqdiately. I researched wlpre I coutd play
in Martinez and found that lbrCal had pickleball but only on Mon, Wed and Fri mornings. I started going outiioe tnearea becatse I wanted to play more. Only a few cities like Wblnut Creek, Pleasantoiand Albany fiaO jourts, ano
they all used those flinsy portable nets.

Recently, with the efforts of Karen Siensery'Carolyn Daniels and The City of Martirez, r,ve rpvr/ frarre pginted courts
at Hidden Valley. Sirrce those courts harrc been painted for pickleball, thg sport nas grown trenrendousty in
Martinez We get people jogging by, walkirg their dogs, tooting arnazed'at'a[ ilre pdopb hittirg plastic'balls,
lluehins and having fun that they'll stop and ask us what we're loirg, and of course we teil ttreir we're p6t,.g
pickleball and to come join us. These courts are so popular that wJ have had orer 30 people playing.and waiting tophy on nrcst Saturdays. -. - - r

I have played softball, pirE porE, tennis, bowling, golf, jogged, gone to the gym, and I can say that this is the bestactivity/sport bar none. lt is so mtrch fun, relieves ltreis, gooolxercise anI-very social. you can find pickleballersplayirg anywhere from one to five hours on any given day.- | hear how mrrctr *eiitrt p".pr" hare lost and having torsof fun in the process. I have rnet over a0+ peopie just from playing and know gim by name.

! -*n t express to you hov strongly I feel tlnt The city of Martinez should heB get dedicated pickleba[ courts inMartinez. The dernard is very high. I estimate we have over 200 people of alliges that play pickleball in the EastBay but few places to play. We're only askirp for one tennis court'venue. fnere-are plerty of places for tennis

I of2
6123/2015 7: l8 Af
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players to play tennis bttt very few for pickleballers. we are also willing to fundraise to get declicated csuns.

Lookim ahead, we c€ln hold tournaments which would help bring revenr.re to ttre City: lodging, food, etc. othercities tiat hold tournaments hold 3-day events with a couple huridred entrants. This can only lrelp the city ofMartinez.

Thank you for your corsideration.

LoriTokutomi

foriX. Tokutomi
Tokutomi & Associates
Certifi ird Shorthard Reporters
3220 Alhambra Avenue ::

Martirez, CA 94553
ermil: ontherecordl @qmail.com
650 29 1 -7 823 offi ce/mobite

2 of2
6/23/2015 7:18 A
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From: Jim Heick <ghlyghoti@yahoo.com>

To: Carolyn Daniels <proflo@aol.com>

Subject: Council Meeting

Date: Tue, Jun 23, 2015 3:04 pm

Carolyn,
I decided not to fight the traffic to go to the council meeting. I hope the letter below will help. I
know it's not the same as a warm body.

Martinez City Council
re: Pickleball

I am a resident of Oakland and one of many people who live outside of Martinez who have been

using the Maftinez pickleball courts adjacent to Hidden Valley Park two or three times a week since

they were resurfaced for pickleball. Unfortunately, the courts are often crowded, resulting in long

waiting times, so I, and others, whether residents of Martinez or not, don't play on them as much

as we would like. Were more courts available, I am certain I, and other non-residents would spend

more time in Maftinez.

I do feel there is some small benefit to Martinez by having non-residents come there on a regular
basis. We often go to lunch after playing, w€ buy gasoline, and sometimes even shop' The

economic impact may be quite small, but it exists.
Also, while pickleball ptayers are by no means a[[ seniors, the City of Martinez is providing an

opportunity for seniors, of which I am one, to engage in vigorous, healthful, outdoor exercise in a

safe and pleasant environment. Unfortunately, those opportunities are far too rare.

My fellow pickleballers and I sincerely appreciate what the City of Martinez has done for us, and

hope you will continue to give us your support in any way you can.

Sincerely.

Jim Heick
Oakland

I of I 6lnDAl5 5:17 PN
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