City Council Agenda

September 16, 2015
Date: September 8, 2015
To: Mayor and City Council
From: Alan Shear, Assistant City Manager
Subject: Mitigation for PG&E Pipeline Safety Initiative Project

Recommendation
Staff is seeking direction from City Council as to the preferred mitigation option
offered by PG&E for the removal of 78 franchise trees.

Background

PG&E approached all cities in Contra Costa County, including Martinez, during the spring of
2014, regarding their Pipeline Pathways Project. The project is a statewide initiative to clear
obstructions from the utility company's thousands of miles of natural gas lines throughout the
state.

PG&E approached the City wanting to remove trees, shrubs and structures on private and
public property to ensure pipeline safety by allowing access to their gas lines. The initial
removal proposal from PG&E was very aggressive and was met with significant backlash from
all the communities in the county. Therefore, PG&E agreed to suspend any clearing of trees or
brush on both private and public property until it met with the cities.

Discussion

During the many months of meetings between PG&E and the cities to carve out the
parameters of the Pipeline Pathways Project, PG&E also completed an in-depth review of all
the trees in Martinez that could pose a threat or safety concern to the gas lines. PG&E
reviewed a total of 561 trees throughout the city and divided them in two categories: franchise
(located in the public right-of-way) and non-franchise (located on private property). PG&E
made a determination if a tree is a manageable risk and can potentially remain with regular
monitoring or an unacceptable risk and must be removed.

PG&E reviewed 326 franchise trees and, after several field visits with city staff, designated 78
for removal. As part of the Pipeline Safety Initiative Project (formally Pipeline Pathways
Project), PG&E has provided the following mitigation options for the removal of said franchise
trees:

“Option 1. PG&E support for the impending Downtown Martinez Ice Rink: In addition to the
mitigation dollars for the removal of the trees, PG&E will also provide the City with a grant,
which in total, will underwrite the cost of permanent power for the location of the Rink - which
could also be utilized for additional downtown events. The estimated cost of this service is
between S60,000 - 580,000.



Option 2. In Lieu Payment: PG&E will provide the City of Martinez 5300 a tree for the 78 trees
which comes to 523,400 for tree replacement or any other uses the City deems worthy.

Option 3. Tree Replacement: PG&E will donate new trees at a 2 for 1 ratio to the City or your
designee to perform the labor to replace and replant these trees.

Option 4. Tree Replacement: PG&E will provide a 1 for 1 ratio of new trees where PG&E crews
perform all labor to replace and replant these trees.”

PG&E has confirmed that for Option #1, PG&E would combine the In-Lieu mitigation dollars for
the tree removal with a supplemental grant to reach the dollar amount needed for the
permanent power project related to the Downtown Ice Rink. The $60,000 - $80,000 range
mentioned by PG&E is for the equipment needed to provide permanent power in the
downtown location selected for the Ice Rink. The cost estimate is from PG&E service planning
officials and additional engineering work is required to refine the specific dollar amount. PG&E
has stated they will collaborate with the City on the process to determine the final dollar total.

Regarding the removal of the trees on private property, PG&E is working with the
individual property owners on the mitigation measures.

Fiscal Impact
The fiscal impact is dependent upon which mitigation option is selected by the City Council.

Attachments
None.
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Rob Braulik, City Manager



