City Council Agenda
September 16, 2015

Date: September 10, 2015

To: Mayor and City Council

From: Rob Braulik, City Manager

Subject: Council policy direction to staff regarding potential locations to recognize Joe

DiMaggio and the City’s Italian American Heritage via the construction of iconic
bronze statues

Recommendation

Staff is seeking policy direction from the City Council regarding potential geographic locations
that would recognize the legacy of Joe DiMaggio’s birth in the City of Martinez. This would also
include recognition of the history of the Italian American community that helped establish the
City. The method of recognition discussed thus far is the fabrication of bronze iconic statutes.

Background

History
According to published information from the Martinez Historical Society (MHS) in 1879, the

Christian Brothers established a school on seventy acres - Twelve acres were planted as a
vineyard. This was the foundation of the multi-million dollar Christian Bothers Winery now
located in the Napa Valley. Wine production escalated with the arrival of Portuguese, Sicilian,
and ltalian immigrants beginning in the late 1870’s. They were attracted to the area by the mild
climate, fertile soil, and abundant fish life in the Carquinez Strait. Many of the immigrant
farmers bought small farms in the Vine Hill and Pleasant Hill areas. Starting in the 1870's,
Portuguese and ltalian fishermen reaped a harvest of another sort from the waters of the
Carquinez Strait. Fishing was so productive that two of twelve fishing canneries operated on the
Pacific Coast in 1882 were located in Martinez. And later Martinez became the birthplace of
New York Yankee baseball great Joseph Paul DiMaggio. And as found on the MHS website, Joe
DiMaggio is quoted as follows:

“l was born in Martinez, but my earliest recollection was of the smell of fish at Fisherman’s
Wharf, where | was brought up. Our main support was a fishing boat, with which my father
went crabbing. If you didn’t help in the fishing, you had to help in cleaning the boat.”

Thus, there is a real historical legacy and linkages in Martinez to Italian American immigrants,
fishing and then later to Joe DiMaggio, who had a storied history being born in the City and
helping support his family’s fishing business, and then later becoming a hall of fame baseball
player in Major League Baseball (MLB).
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Discussion

Fast forward to today. There has been, and are currently, several individuals and informal
groups in the City that have worked over the years to recognize the legacy of the City’s Italian
American heritage and Joe DiMaggio’s legacy. The most recent activity has been the six-year
effort to restore the Joltin’ Joe boat owned by Joe DiMaggio to its original condition. The Sons
of Italy and Carpenters Union 152 spearheaded this effort. The New York Yankees awarded this
1947 22-foot Chris Craft Runabout to Joe DiMaggio.

Recently, the boat was recognized with four awards including awards at two events in Lake
Tahoe including earning the “Best Non-Professional Restoration” award at the Concours
d’Elegance event.

One group involved in recognition of Joe DiMaggio’s Martinez heritage is the “The Hometown
Hero Committee”. Over a year ago this group initiated a dialogue with Chiodo Art Development
(CAD) about ways to potentially recognize Joe DiMaggio’s legacy and the Italian American
heritage history of Martinez through bronze sculpture.

Chiodo Art Development

For over 25 years, Chiodo Art Development (CAD) has designed and fabricated realistic figures,
elements, and environments for a variety of industries. CAD was established in 1997 and is
known for dynamic designs and fine sculpted elements in commercial spaces, parks and
museums. Examples of their designs can be found @

http://www.chiodoart.com/chiodoart/index.html

CAD provides all aspects of design, production and installation and is renowned for its ability to
replicate realism. CAD has won numerous commissions and awards and today, CAD has a
diverse team of artists who are experts in realistic artwork, murals, painting, foliage, scenery
and scientifically accurate modeling. CAD provides concept design, development and all
necessary research to support each project and retains structural engineers for designing
armatures and specifying foundation depths for large pieces.

Last year CAD came to the City Council to briefly present the kind of work they do and how it
could translate into recognizing Joe DiMaggio and to answer questions. This summer, staff, the
Mayor and Councilmember Delaney visited CAD at their Napa design center. Also the
beneficiaries of the Joe DiMaggio Trust were present. Subsequent to this meeting, there was
another meeting in Martinez among staff, Councilmember Delaney and East Bay Regional Park
District (EBRPD) staff and CAD. The meeting was held at Ferry Point. The purpose of the
meeting was to discuss the potential feasibility of the Ferry Point site for the primary iconic
recognition structure/bronze of Joe DiMaggio (“the Baseball Legend” piece).

Also discussed was consideration of an additional sculpture piece, “The Son of an lItalian
Fisherman,” which would depict Joe along with his father (and potentially his brothers, two of
which were also notable baseball players) and his father’s fishing boat, located in the same
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vicinity, in proximity to the existing bronze plaque, which commemorates the Italian Fishing
Families in Martinez. The juxtaposition of the sculptures would show where Joe DiMaggio
came from and what he ultimately became.

All those present thought the site conceptually could work, subject to further review by the
appropriate agencies.

Another additional location to recognize Joe DiMaggio with a smaller bronze statute is Main
Street Plaza next to Starbucks in downtown Martinez. A third location yet to be determined,
would be a building to house a Joe DiMaggio and Italian Heritage Museum. The concept is to
create a walking tour linking all three sites in the future.

Potential issues (not all inclusive) that would need to addressed for the Ferry Point site include:

O Bay Conservation Development Commission (BCDC). Based on preliminary review,
staff does not believe BCDC has jurisdiction, which would require their approval.
However, we would want to affirmatively verify this before taking formal action to move
forward with the site

O Flood Zone. The site is in the flood zone and any structures would need to incorporate
design elements that account for this designation

O Marina Master plan (future). The City, under the grant of marina trust lands provided
last year by the state, is required to develop a marina master plan by 2020. The City
would need to ensure any “development” did not create conflicts with potential future
uses identified by the Council

O Waterfront Emergency Transit Agency (WETA). This area has preliminarily been
designated a potential WETA ferry site. This concept is still very preliminary and much
further work is required to determine if this concept is realistic

In summary, staff is seeking Council policy direction to continue working with the Hometown
Hero Committee, CAD, MHS and others on this concept and specifically the geographic
locations proposed or other locations the Council may direct staff to consider.

Assuming the Council gives staff positive direction to continue moving forward, staff would
then work with CAD to provide a Letter of Intent to move forward, subject to Hometown Hero’s
providing the necessary funding, either through a grant and/or a grant and private funds. Also,
before providing such a letter, we would want to ensure the Trust’s Legal Counsel support for
this initiative.



Fiscal Impact

The only fiscal impact at this time is use of staff time. There is no plan at this time for City funds
to be used for this initiative. The initial cost to get CAD to do preliminary design and drawings is
approximately Two Hundred Thousand ($200,000). The cost for the actual structures would be
well in excess of seven figures. The range of costs is unknown at this time as there is no
conceptual design. The MHS is applying for a National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) grant in
the amount of $200,000. The grant application is due September 21°.

Specifically, the grant is known as an “Our Town” grant and they are used for:

Creative placemaking projects that contribute to the livability of communities and place the arts
at their core. Our Town offers support for projects in two areas:

e Arts Engagement, Cultural Planning, and Design Projects. That represents the distinct
character and quality of their communities. These projects require a partnership between a
nonprofit organization and a local government entity, with one of the partners being a
cultural organization. Matching grants range from $25,000 to $200,000 or

e Projects that Build Knowledge About Creative Placemaking. These projects are available to
arts and design service organizations, and industry or university organizations that provide
technical assistance to those doing place-based work. Matching grants range from $25,000
to $100,000

Deadline: September 21, 2015
Notification: April 2016
Earliest Start Date: August 1, 2016

In addition to the grant application the Hometown Hero Committee is soliciting private
contributions to underwrite the initial design work. If the design work is done and agreed to,
then CAD would approach their established corporate donor partners to donate the funds
necessary to get the actual project completed. These established donors have underwritten
several other major CAD designed projects in other communities across the nation.





