City Council Agenda
December 2, 2015

Date: November 23, 2015

To: Mayor and City Council
From: Tim Tucker, City Engineer
Subject: PG&E Tree Planting Strategy

Recommendation
By motion accept report.

Background

Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) approached all cities within Contra Costa County including
Martinez, in spring 2014 regarding their Pipeline Pathways Project. The project is a statewide
initiative to clear obstructions from the company's natural gas lines throughout the state.

During the many meetings between PG&E and the cities to carve out parameters of the project,
PG&E also completed an in-depth review of all trees in Martinez, which could pose a threat or
safety concern to gas lines. PG&E reviewed a total of 561 trees and were divided into two
categories: franchise (located in the public right-of-way) and non-franchise (located on private
property). PG&E determined whether a tree is a manageable risk and can potentially remain
with regular monitoring or an unacceptable risk and must be removed.

PG&E reviewed 326 franchise trees and, after several field visits with City staff, designated 78
for removal. As part of the Pipeline Safety Initiative Project (formally Pipeline Pathways
Project), PG&E provided mitigation options to the City. The City Council selected a mitigation
option providing the City with a grant, which in total, underwrote the cost of permanent power
for the recently installed ice rink location, which can also be utilized for additional downtown
events. However, funds remained after the installation of the permanent power which will pay
for 78 replacement trees.

Discussion
PG&E is nearing the completion of their Pipeline Safety Initiative in Martinez. The City has
received the grant funding for the electrical power upgrades and the purchase of trees.

The City is taking this opportunity to beautify medians on Alhambra Avenue near Virginia Hills
and on Center Avenue near Hidden Valley Park. Due to drought predictions, droughts will
become more common in California in the future. Therefore, the City will remove the natural
turf in medians requiring extensive maintenance and watering, and replace them with trees
and native landscaping.



Subsequently, trees will also be considered for planting on Morello Avenue, near Highway 4 and
Alhambra Avenue in the downtown area. Replacement tree species will include crape myrtle,
raywood ash, chictalpa and maple armstrong.

The City is choosing to plant 15-gallon trees, as this size tree tend to be less root-bound and
should outgrow larger box trees after five years. The work is scheduled to take place over the
winter.

Fiscal Impact

Funding for the trees will come from the PG&E mitigation grant. The staff time required to
landscape and plant the trees will be offset, in the long term, by reduced maintenance and
water use.

Attachment
° Vicinity maps
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