
    City Council Agenda 
June 1, 2016 

 
 
 
To:  Mayor and City Council 
 
From:  Mercy G. Cabral, Deputy City Clerk 
 
Subject: Supporting the Protection of Public Health, Safety and the Environment of its 

Residents 
 
Date:  May 26, 2016 

 
Recommendation 
Contra Costa Building Trades Council requests Council’s consideration on a resolution 
supporting Section 25536.7 of the Health and Safety Code, which was adopted by Senate Bill 54 
protecting public health, safety and the environment of its residents adjacent to volatile 
industrial facilities. 
 
Background 
SB 54 was overwhelming passed by both houses of the Legislature and signed by the Governor 
on October 14, 2013.  This bill required outside contractors working at refineries to have its 
workers properly trained through State-approved apprenticeship programs, thereby ensuring 
the quality of construction and significantly reducing threats to the public health, safety and 
environment in these volatile 24-hours-a-day industrial facilities. 
 
To protect public safety and the environment, the California Legislature adopted Section 
25536.7 of the Health and Safety Code to require that a refinery owner or operator entering 
into contracts after January 1, 2014, "for construction, alteration, demolition, installation, 
repair, or maintenance work" at its facility must "require that its contractors and any 
subcontractors use a skilled and trained workforce to perform all onsite work" (Health and 
Safety Code Section 25536.7(a)). 
 
Fiscal Impact 
No impact to the General Fund. 
 
Attachments 
1. Resolution  
2. Background to SB 54 
3. Articles on Refineries 

 
  
 APPROVED BY:    
  Acting City Manager   
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RESOLUTION NO. -16 

 
SUPPORTING SENATE BILL 54 PROTECTING PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

OF ITS RESIDENTS ADJACENT TO VOLATILE INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES 
 
 

WHEREAS, as the host city for a safety-sensitive petroleum refining facility, the City of Martinez 
and its residents would be immediately impacted by an accident at the facility that threatened 
public health and safety and the environment; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Shell Oil Martinez Refinery has sent notices to Martinez residents about plans 
for significant maintenance work to be performed by temporary workers at the Martinez 
Refinery beginning in May and lasting through mid-June; and 
 
WHEREAS, the California Legislature found and declared that "the use of unskilled and 
untrained workers at chemical manufacturing and processing facilities that generate, store, 
treat, handle, refine, process, and transport hazardous materials is a risk to public health and 
safety, and the risk to public health and safety is particularly high when workers are employed 
by outside contractors because they generally will be less familiar with the operations of the 
facility and its emergency plans and the owner or operator of the facility will have less incentive 
to invest in their training" (Stats. 2013, Ch. 795, Sec. 1); and 
 
WHEREAS, to protect public safety and the environment, the California Legislature adopted 
Section 25536.7 of the Health and Safety Code to require that a refinery owner or operator 
entering into contracts after January 1, 2014 "for construction, alteration, demolition, 
installation, repair, or maintenance work" at its facility must "require that its contractors and 
any subcontractors use a skilled and trained workforce to perform all onsite work" (Health & 
Safety Code Section 25536.7(a)); and 
 
WHEREAS, the California Legislature has defined a “skilled and trained workforce” to mean that 
all the workers employed by outside contractors and subcontractors are “skilled 
journeypersons” or apprentices enrolled in state-approved apprenticeship programs and that, 
for work performed after January 1, 2016, at least 60 percent of the skilled journeypersons are 
graduates of an approved apprenticeship program (Health & Safety Code Section 25536.7); and 
 
WHEREAS, the as the elected body representing the City, the City Council has a vital interest 
reassuring the residents of the City that they are not being exposed to unjustified risks to public 
safety and the environment when shutdown work is being performed at refinery facilities and 
in taking the necessary steps to ensure that the City is prepared to respond to accidents. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 Section 1. The City Council requests that the Shell Oil Martinez Refinery provide the 
City Manager with: (a) a list of all the outside contractors and subcontractors that will be 
performing work at the refinery for the maintenance work that is scheduled in May and lasting 
through mid-June, (b) documentation that the Shell Oil Martinez Refinery has required each of 
these contractors and subcontractors to use a “skilled and trained workforce” within the  



 
meaning of Health & Safety Code Section 25536.7; and (c) an assurance that the Shell Oil 
Martinez Refinery will monitor these outside contractors and subcontractors to ensure they 
actually employ a skilled and trained workforce.   
 
If any of these contractors or subcontractors will not be using a skilled and trained 
workforcewithin the meaning of Health & Safety Code Section 25536.7, the City Council 
requests that the Shell Oil Martinez Refinery identify the contractor or subcontractor and 
provide an explanation of why a skilled and trained workforce will not be used; and 
 
 Section 2.   The City Council requests the City Manager communicate this request to 
the Shell Oil Martinez Refinery and that the City Manager provide copies of the response from 
the Shell Oil Martinez Refinery to the members of the City Council. 

 
* * * * * * 

 
I HEREBY CERTIFY the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly adopted by the 
City Council of the City of Martinez at a Regular Meeting of said Council held on the 1st day of        
June, 2016, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
 
NOES:  
 
ABSENT:  
 
 RICHARD G. HERNANDEZ, CITY CLERK  
 CITY OF MARTINEZ 
 
 
 


























































































