
 
 

 

CITY OF MARTINEZ CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
 June 20, 2007 
 
 
TO: Mayor and City Council 

 
FROM:    
 

David J. Cutaia, Chief of Police 

SUBJECT: 
 
DATE: 

East Bay Regional Communications System 

June 6, 2007 
  

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the Council approve the included resolution and approve the Joint 
Exercise of Powers Agreement subject to condition for the East Bay Regional Communications 
System Authority and authorizes the City Manager to sign the final version of the Joint Powers 
Authority Agreement.    
 
It is further recommended that the City Council authorize an expenditure of $10,700.00 as initial 
funding for the Interoperability Radio Project.   
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The issue of radio interoperability among emergency services personnel has been a major concern 
and topic of discussion at the County Police Chiefs’ and Fire Chiefs’ respective associations and 
has periodically been reported in the media when communication lapses occur.  It was not until 
recently that a major emphasis has been put forth to resolve the issue of radio interoperability for 
a common good.   
 
The radio systems currently being used by agencies vary in terms of the radio spectrum assigned.  
Whether an agency is transmitting on VHF (very high frequency) low band, UHF (ultra high 
frequency) or 800MHz, the common denominator is the inability to communicate when resources 
are needed from other jurisdictions.   
 
The event of September 11 highlighted the importance of radio communications as a multitude of 
agencies responded to a tragic event and did not have the ability to communicate with one 
another.  Even locally, the issue of interoperability has surfaced in incidents such as the petroleum 
pipeline fire in Walnut Creek, in various fires and chemical releases at the refineries and heavy 
industrial complexes throughout Contra Costa County, and in the city of Martinez.   
 
In 2001, then County Administrator John Sweeten budgeted monies to contract with a consultant 
to study this issue.  As a result, Will Casey, former Police Chief of the cities of San Francisco, 



Hercules and Pittsburg, City Manager for the City of Pittsburg and currently a Pittsburg City 
Council member, was appointed to study this issue.  This resulted in the formation of a committee 
that included representatives of the Contra Costa Police Chiefs’ Association, County Fire Chiefs’ 
Association, the Contra Costa County Department of Information Technology, and the Contra 
Costa Sheriff’s Office.  The committee was active for an excess of three years.  A similar 
committee was also formed in Alameda County regarding these issues.  
 
More recently, a negotiating committee consisting of police, fire and city and county 
administrators and several city and county elected officials from both counties has worked to 
develop the Joint Powers Authority document attached to this report.   It is very likely that all 
cities and both counties will join the JPA. 
 
It is suggested, however, that the JPA be approved subject to the City Manager, Police Chief and 
Mayor’s determination that more than 50% of the eligible agencies have agreed to join the JPA.  
This will assure that we are part of a larger agency where economies of scale can be realized.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
Should the City Council approve the JPA, the initial deposit funding source will be from the City 
of Martinez vs. Texaco lawsuit settlement.  $100,000.00 has been set aside for emergency 
services.  The funding formula requires that each local entity provide $100 for each emergency 
services radio that the agency possesses.  In total, the City of Martinez owns 107 such radios.  
This will require funding in the amount of $10,700.   
 
Ultimately, the city will have to pay for new radio equipment via bond or lease payments set by 
the Authority based upon what level we choose to participate. With or without the JPA radio 
equipment wears out and we have a regular replacement program. 
 
ACTION: 
 
Adopt resolution included with this report.   
 
 
 

APPROVED BY:    
   City Manager 



RESOLUTION NO.  -07 
 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN THE JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT 
FOR THE EAST BAY REGIONAL COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM AUTHORITY 

 
 
WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Martinez City Council to improve 
communications in emergency and disaster situations; and 
 
WHERAS, all local entities within Alameda and Contra Costa County 
are moving forward to interoperability of emergency services 
communications equipment. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City 
of Martinez herby approve the Joint Powers Agreement subject to 
City Manager, Police Chief and Mayor determination that 50% of 
the eligible agencies have executed the Joint Powers Agreement, 
and authorizes the City Manager to execute such agreement, and 
City Council authorizes initial funding in the amount of 
$10,700.00 for this project.     
 
 

* * * * * * 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of 
a resolution duly adopted by the City Council of the City of 
Martinez at a Regular Meeting of said Council held on the 20th of 
June, 2007, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:   
 
NOES:   
 
ABSENT:   
      
 
 
 
      RICHARD G. HERNANDEZ, CITY CLERK 
      CITY OF MARTINEZ 

  
 


























