
 
 
CITY OF MARTINEZ CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
 February 20, 2008 
 
 
TO: Mayor and City Council 

 
FROM:    
 

Tim Tucker, City Engineer 

SUBJECT: 
 
DATE: 

St. Mary’s Street development  

February 8, 2008 
  
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Adopt resolution to authorize the Building Official to issue building permits on lots 69 through 
72 for Tract 2226, St. Mary’s Street, once all approvals and reviews have been successfully 
completed. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
During heavy rainfall in April, 1958 portions of St. Mary’s Street slid.  Soil investigations at the 
time found poorly compacted fill material and heavy storms as the cause of the street failure.  
Near the southerly end of St. Mary’s Street the roadway dropped 10 to 20 feet.  In this location 
the roadway was reconstructed by the City approximately 60 feet closer to the hillside to the west 
on more stable soil.  In the area of the old right-of-way slide material was removed and replaced 
with engineered fill.  
 
In 1973 the Martinez City Council adopted a policy prohibiting the issuance of building permits 
in lots in areas with known hazards (ie soil instability, flooding etc). Then in 1978 the City 
Council adopted Resolution 61-78 allowing certain lots along St. Mary’s Street and Canyon Way 
to be developed however these specified lots would not have an absolute guarantee of safety.  
Lots in the St. Mary’s and Canyon way area were grouped by location and risk.  Conditions for 
development for each group of lots were listed in the 1978 resolution. 
 
Development of any lot requires proper engineering and planning.  Development of hillside lots, 
lots adjacent to slopes or on land with a history of instability requires a higher degree of scrutiny.  
The City has received a request to construct a home on lot 70 of Tract 2226.  Extensive soil 
investigations on lots 69 through 72 have recently been completed.  The studies have been 
reviewed and approved by a Geotechnical Engineer hired by the City to peer review the 
developer’s work.   
 
The Geotechnical Engineer’s (retained by the applicant) investigation confirmed that the slope 
repaired by the City in the area of lots 69 to 72 was done properly.   He determined that complete 
removal of the engineered fill as inferred by the resolution is unnecessary and that these four lots 

 



in their current condition are stable.  The foundation design for the houses calls for piers 
extending into competent and stable soil.   
 
As a standard practice, all development plans must be reviewed by the project geotechnical 
engineer prior to City approval.  Grading and foundation constructions will also be done under 
the observation of the City Construction Division and the applicant’s geotechnical engineer. 
 
In accordance with Resolution 61-78 the applicants and owners of lots 70 and 71, John Mooney 
and Diane Bedsworth, are requesting the City Council to authorize the Building Official, Dave 
Scola, to issue a building permit once all approvals and reviews have been completed.  Based on 
the conclusions of the geotechnical studies, there is no indication that these lots should be treated 
any differently than other sloped lots in Martinez.  They have met or will meet all the 
construction related conditions in the 1978 resolution pertaining to their lots based on studies 
already completed or through the normal project approval and building permit application 
process.  Should the Council adopt the attached resolution the applicant will submit for Design 
Review Commission (DRC) approval and compliance with CEQA.  Once the DRC has 
determined the appropriate design review conditions, construction plans could be prepared and a 
building permit application submitted.  In addition, a hold-harmless agreement, subject to City 
Attorney approval, must be recorded.   
 
Staff is bringing this resolution to the City Council at this point in the project to provide the 
applicants some level of assurance they can obtain a building permit before making a large 
investments of money and time on design review approval and detailed construction plan costs. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
None. 
 
ACTION: 
 
Adopt resolution to authorize the Building Official to issue building permits on lots 69 through 
72 for Tract 2226, St. Mary’s Street, once all approvals and reviews have been successfully 
completed. 
 
 
Attachments: 
Resolution 
Resolution 61-78, Vicinity Map 
Soil investigation and peer reviews on file with City Engineer  
 
 
 

APPROVED BY:    APPROVED BY:    
 City Manager   Assistant City Manager  
    Community  & Economic Development  
 



RESOLUTION NO. -08 
 

AUTHORIZE THE BUILDING OFFICIAL TO ISSUE BUILDING PERMITS FOR  
LOTS 69 THROUGH 72 OF TRACT 2226 ONCE ALL APPROVALS AND REVIEWS 

HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED 
 
 
WHEREAS, on June 24th, 1955 the City Council of the City of 
Martinez approved Tract Map 2226, Montecito Park – Unit No. 3.; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, shortly after the construction of the subdivision road, 
an extension of St. Mary’s Street, the street suffered 
significant failure due to poor construction and significant 
rain; and 
 
WHEREAS, with the use of State flood disaster money the City of 
Martinez realigned and reconstructed a portion of St. Mary’s 
Street in 1958; and 
 
WHEREAS, lots 69 through 72 of said Tract 2226 were part of and 
adjacent of the reconstruction work; and 
 
WHEREAS, on May 17, 1978 the City Council adopted resolution 61-
78 establishing conditions under which building permits for 
houses would be issued along St. Mary’s Street and Canyon Way; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, said resolution was adopted in part because of continued 
land instability along portions of St. Mary’s Street and 
adjoining lots; and 
 
WHEREAS, said resolution was adopted in part because of lack of 
reconstruction compaction testing records; and 
 
WHEREAS, a complete soils and geologic report has been provided 
to the City for lots said lots 69 through 72 and deemed adequate 
through a City peer review process; and 
 
WHEREAS, said report concluded no restorative work is required 
for said lots 69 through 72; and 
 
WHEREAS, said report concluded complete and reconstruction of 
filled areas, including construction of fill keys, subdrainage, 
recompaction or buttressing not appropriate, and 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Resolution 61-78 and standard 
engineering practices for the design of hillside lots, grading 
drainage and foundations shall be designed to the approval of the 
projects soil engineer and subject to City approval. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 
Martinez that the Building Official is authorized to issue 
building permits on lots 69 through 72 for Tract 2226, St. 



Mary’s Street, once all approvals and reviews have been 
successfully completed.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED authorization of said building permit 
issuance is subject to Design Review Commission approval and 
compliance with CEQA; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED authorization of said building permit 
issuance is subject to the property owner executing and 
recording a hold harmless document in accordance with Resolution 
61-78 in a form approved by the City Attorney. 
 
 

* * * * * * 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of 
a resolution duly adopted by the City Council of the City of 
Martinez at a Regular Meeting of said Council held on the 20th day 
of February, 2008, by the following vote: 
 
AYES: 
 
NOES:  
 
ABSENT:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
       RICHARD G. HERNANDEZ, CITY CLERK 
       CITY OF MARTINEZ 
 
















