
 
 
 
 
CITY OF MARTINEZ CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
 July 2, 2008 
 
 
TO:                         Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM:                  Joann Tool, Deputy Director – Parks & Community Services 
                                Karen L. Majors, Acting City Manager  
 
SUBJECT:              Parks Bond – Amount, Language and Debt Service Method 
 
DATE:                     June 19, 2008 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Approve the recommendations of the Park and Recreation Commission regarding 1) setting the 
bond amount at $30 million, 2) approving the proposed bond language and 3) selecting the 
escalating debt service financing formula. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
BOND AMOUNT: 
 
The Park and Recreation Commission held a special meeting on Wednesday, June 18, 2008, to 
discuss and provide recommendations on the proposed bond amount, the bond language, and the 
financing method used to sell the bonds.   
 
There have been several drafts of the park cost estimates prepared by Borrecco Killian and 
Associates (BKA).  Initially BKA was asked to estimate the costs of park improvements 
necessary for compliance with the American with Disabilities Act and to insure playground 
safety an issue which is common to every park throughout the City.  The three priorities were 1) 
restroom replacement, 2) ADA improvements as outlined in the ADA survey completed by 
Architectural Network and 3) play structure replacement. A signature project in each park was 
also added.  This first level of improvements is estimated to cost approximately $9,274,747.   
 
In the second draft of the report BKA was asked to add in costs associated with the renovation of 
all turf surfaces in each park including an upgraded computerized irrigation system with a central 
monitoring station.  This estimate also includes sports field upgrades featuring a demonstration 
synthetic field at Hidden Lakes Park.  This park was selected for the demonstration synthetic 
field because of the poor soil conditions and high field use at this park. Hidden Lakes Park is 
also in the Contra Costa Water District service area requiring the City to pay for water service 
within this park.  This second level of park improvements is estimated to cost approximately 

 



$8,486,355.  The level one and two improvements total approximately $17,761,107. The 
estimated park improvement costs include design, construction, inspection and contingency 
expenses.  
 
The Parks and Recreation Commission recommends that the proposed Parks and Library Bond 
be sized at $30 million to facilitate a high level of investment in our park infrastructure system 
that will serve several generations of Martinez families and residents.  This recommended level 
of improvements includes new restroom facilities, compliance with the American with 
Disabilities Act, safe and accessible play structures, and new turf and irrigation centrally 
controlled and monitored to conserve energy and water and reduce maintenance costs.  The 
Parks and Recreation Commission  also recommends at least one specific improvement in each 
park such as the installation of restrooms at Holiday Highlands Park, the installation of new 
playground equipment that reflects the natural beauty in Rankin Park and a new artificial turf 
soccer field at Hidden Lakes Park.  All of the proposed improvements are based upon the Parks 
Master Plan.  The estimated cost for all the park improvements is approximately $17,761,102.  
The estimated cost of the proposed pool renovations is $6 million and the cost of the proposed 
library upgrades is $2 million.  Based upon the above estimates, the Parks and Recreation 
recommends that the City Council approve a $30 million bond as follows: 
 
) Library Upgrades                                               $2,000,000 
 
2) Pool  Improvements/Renovations:                   $6,000,000 
 
3) Park Improvements                                         $18,000,000   
 
4) Cost Inflation and Contingency                        $4,000,000     
 
TOTAL                                                                 $30,000,000 
 
BOND LANGUAGE: 
 
The Park and Recreation Commission recommends approval of the following language drafted 
by the Bond Consultant and reviewed by the City’s Bond Counsel and Financial Advisor.  This 
language also meets the 75 word ballot language limitation pursuant to the requirements of the 
County Elections Department.  The proposed language reads: 
  

PARKS, LIBRARY, AND POOL SAFETY AND IMPROVEMENT BOND MEASURE 
 

To repair, renovate and make needed safety improvements to neighborhood parks, 
children’s playgrounds, sporting fields, and the Rankin Pool; renovate and expand the 
Martinez Library with a designated children’s area; provide recreational opportunities 
for youth; and improve disabled access to parks and libraries, shall the City of Martinez 
issue $30 million in general obligation bonds, subject to citizen oversight and 
independent audits with no money for administrators’ salaries? 

 
 



DEBT SERVICE METHOD: 
 
The final recommendation from the Park and Recreation Commission is to direct the City’s 
financial advisor to use the escalating debt service method for structuring the bonds.  The 
Commission compared the escalating debt service scenario to the level debt service scenario and 
concluded that the voters would be more amenable to the escalating debt service methodology as 
it keeps the average annual tax levy at approximately $29.50 per $100,000 of assessed valuation. 
Given an average assessed home value of $250,000, the annual cost to a homeowner in Martinez 
for this proposed Parks and Library Bond would be approximately $73.75 per year for 30 years. 
Additional information regarding the annual bond cost at different assessed values is shown in 
Attachment 2. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
None at this time. 
 
ACTION: 
 
Approve the proposed bond language, the proposed bond amount and the escalating debt service 
for the Parks Bond as recommended by the Park and Recreation Commission. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1) Attachment 1 - Summary of Park Cost Estimates 
2) Attachment 2 - Bond Cost Information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 APPROVED BY:   
  Acting City Manager  
 
 


















