
 
 
 

CITY OF MARTINEZ                                CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
May 6, 2009 

 
     

TO:   Mayor and City Council  
 
FROM:  Gary Peterson, Police Commander 
 
SUBJECT:  Proposed motion to adopt a resolution amending the   
   Parking Bail Schedule 2009 
 
DATE:  April 22, 2009 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the City council review the information included herein and adopt the 
resolution approving Amended Parking Bail Schedule 2009.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
On September 26, 2008, Governor Schwarzenegger signed Senate Bill 1407 into law.  SB 1407 
changed the distribution of parking fine revenues to further support the State Construction Fund.  
This law went into effect on January 1, 2009 and increased the fee to the State Construction Fund 
from $1.50 to $4.50 for each paid parking citation.  The net increase of $3.00 amounts to a 70% 
increase for all fees paid parking fines and reduces revenue to the City by that same percentage.  
 
Municipalities are already obligated to contribute $3.50 to the Jail Construction Fund for each 
paid citation.  Thus, the City of Martinez will now contribute $8 to the State of California for 
each paid citation.   
 
In calendar year 2008, the increase under SB 1407 would have amounted to a $22,917 decrease 
in expected revenues generated from parking fines. 
 
Under State law, cities and towns are allowed to recoup this additional fee by raising the bail 
amounts for the various parking fines.  As a result, staff completed a study that compared 
municipalities with similar parking programs in Contra Costa County.  The most common 
violations were compared and are illustrated in Table 1.  The parking bail schedule in Martinez 
for most violations of the California Vehicle Code (CVC) and Martinez Municipal Code (MMC) 
are $26, while the average of other cities in Table 1 exceeds $33, before any adjustments for lost 
revenue under SB 1407.   
 
Our traffic plan supports our businesses by insuring parking space availability and to create a 
safe and orderly parking and traffic environment.  This is accomplished through education, 
information and enforcement. The last change to the parking bail schedule occurred in 2005.   
 

 
 
 



In spite of the nominal increase in the parking bail schedule in 2005, our police assistants still 
average nearly 1000 citations per month.  Staff recommends increasing all parking fines that are 
currently $26 to $35 to reinforce the City’s traffic plan that calls for a turnover in parking spaces 
in time restricted parking areas, so that more people have an opportunity to use allocated parking 
spaces.   
 
The recommended parking fine increases should not have an adverse impact on our residents or 
the businesses located in Martinez, it will only affect those persons who violate the Vehicle Code 
and our Municipal Code parking regulations, which in-turn adversely affects our community as a 
whole.  
 
The increases in the parking bail schedule recommended in this staff report are consistent with 
the parking bail levels in Contra Costa County. 
 
Should the City decide to proceed and adopt the proposed parking bail schedule, the department 
would provide the new schedule to Citation Management, the company that processes the City of 
Martinez’s parking citations.  It is Citation Management’s responsibility to ensure that fines are 
divided up properly between the various agencies, and issue payments accordingly. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 

There is not any negative fiscal impact as a result of adopting the resolution.  If the City Council 
approves the increase in bail amounts as proposed, the additional revenue generated will off set 
the impact of the redistribution plan passed and signed into law under SB 1407.  

ACTION: 

It is recommended that the City Council review the information included herein and motion to 
adopt the resolution approving Amended Parking Bail Schedule 2009, which consistent with 
other cities in the County and illustrated in the Amended Parking Bail Schedule 2009.  

 
Table 1 

Current Penalties by City and Violation 
 

City Municipal Code Meter Violation 
Antioch $20 - $37 $32 
Clayton $35 $35 
Concord $28 $28 – $56 
Richmond $30 $30 
Walnut Creek $35 $35 
Martinez $26 $26 

 
 
 

APPROVED BY:   APPROVED BY:  
 City Manager  Chief of Police 
 














