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Alhambra Valley Districts
Design Guidelines

These guidelines are excerpted from Contra Costa County’s Alhambra Valley Specific
Plan (1992) and shall serve as the Design Guidelines for the City of Martinez Alhambra
Valley Districts. The guidelines are intended to provide a framework for high quality
residential development that will complement and be compatible with the existing
residential community in the Alhambra Valley and express the desired landscape and
architectural character for future residential development in the valley.

These guidelines are also intended to serve as design criteria for use by planners,
architects, landscape architects, engineers and builders and to provide guidance for the
City staff and Planning Commission when reviewing future residential development
proposals or remodeling of existing residences. These guidelines are also intended to
provide a framework to achieve quality residential development without limiting design
creativity. These guidelines are not meant to discourage unique and inventive design
solutions, nor are they iron-clad rules. Deviations from the guidelines should be allowed
for good reasons and should enrich the various patterns in the Alhambra Valley.

The Design Guidelines have the following two principal goals: to reduce the effective
visual bulk of development; and to reduce the environmental impact of development.

Both goals are to be achieved by the following design principals, shown in Table 1.

Table 1: Design Goals and Principals

Goal 1 — Reduce Effective Bulk
Principals

Cut building into hillside.

Terrace building using slope.

Reduce effective mass with vertical and horizontal articulation.
Follow hillside contours.

Follow contours with horizontal elements.

Avoid downhill cantilevers.

Avoid large retaining walls.

Use materials to reduce bulk.,

AN - A

Use underground spaces.

10. Avoid single form solutions.
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'E:_lble 1 Continned

Principals
1. Use form and materials which blend with texture of environment.
2. Do not use large expanses of single material.
3. Use native materials wherever possible.
4. Use non-reflective materials.
5. Screen foundations and underside of structures.
6. Make the landscape work for the site.

Goal 2 — Reduce Environmental Impact

a. Landscape with foresight.
b. Use natural and planned landscape.
¢. Use earth formations to minimize impact.
d. Use native drought-resistant plants.
7. Avoid sprawling plans.
8. Site building to avoid pronmnence.
9. Height limits.
a. Limit.

b. Variances.

Additional Design Principals

1.

Protection of Ridgeline View — New residential structures should be located and
designed so as to minimize obstruction of any ridge silhouette as viewed from
scenic routes on the valley floor.

Drainage — Each building site should be graded so that concentrated water caused
by improvements does not flow onto an adjacent property, but instead, is directed
into a natural drainage channel, street or storm drainage facility.

Fences — Fences should be designed and located so that they do not block vehicle
and pedestrian sight lines and so that they are compatible with the design of the
residential building and are aesthetically attractive.

Roofs — All roofs on new structures should be of non-combustible materials and
achieve a Class “A” rating or better.

Exterior Lighting — Both construction and permanent exterior lighting should be
designed to eliminate glare and annoyance to adjacent property owners, passerby
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10.

and vehicular traffic. Lighting should be shielded and directed downward. Lamps
should be low wattage and have incandescent light color.

Erosion Control — Landscape plans should include appropriate planting to repair,
reseed and/or replant all grading cuts to prevent erosion.

Driveways — The maximum slope of new residential driveways should not exceed
25 percent; all driveways with a slope of 20 percent or more shall be constructed
with grooved concrete. Driveways should be designed to follow as closely as
practical to the natural contours of the property and to provide safe access,
minimal grading and minimize the need for retaining walls, as practical.

Siting of Leachfields - Placement of leachfields for proposed tentative
subdivision map applicants shall be limited to natural slopes of 20 percent or less.

Interior Sprinklers — All new residences may be equipped with interior sprinkler
systems to aid in the suppression of fires. The use of fire retardant materials is
encouraged.

Drought-Tolerant Landscaping — Landscaping for new residences shall comply
with Zoning Title 22, Chapter 22.35, Water Conservation in Landscape, or as
subsequently updated by State or local mandate.
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