
 

    Alhambra Creek Watershed Council 
  

         A stakeholder group dedicated to protecting and enhancing the health of our watershed by  
         educating ourselves and the public about the watershed, providing a forum for new ideas  
         and projects, and acting as a community resource. 
 

 
 

April 28, 2011 
 
 
 
 
Martinez City Council 
525 Henrietta Street 
Martinez, California 94553 
 
Honorable Mayor and Council Members: 
 
The Alhambra Watershed Council would like to present the attached report to the City Council 
and recognize the opportunities that exist with the city's effort to update their general plan.  We 
appreciate that the city is conducting a community wide and inclusive process for gathering 
input in this effort to update the general plan. 
 
The general plan represents a vision for the future and a blueprint for community design. The 
general plan update is a good time to revisit the community’s vision for Alhambra Creek.  We 
had a vision for the creek in the downtown, Main Street area and downstream to the Carquinez 
Straits, and we have successfully implemented it.  What is our vision upstream of downtown?  
In the past the Army Corps of Engineers has proposed various visions that the community has 
rejected.  These past visions were very disruptive of the Creek environment and were not 
supported.  At this point we have no long-term vision to strive for upstream of downtown, but 
what occurs upstream may have impacts in the downstream floodplain.  Without a vision to 
strive for nothing long-term will be achieved.  The general plan update is an opportunity to 
establish that vision. 
 
Updating the general plan is also an opportunity to structure the plan elements to provide a 
focus on water and watershed related interests, resources and activities.  The way to achieve 
this is to adopt a Water Element as part of the general plan.  Bringing all of the water related 
goals and policies of the general plan together in one element will help the city better plan for 
conservation of its natural and watershed resources.  It would also place the city in a stronger 
position when applying for integrated regional water management planning grants.  The state is 
increasingly requiring integrated water management planning as a prerequisite for obtaining 
grant funds.  A Water Element will help increase awareness of watershed and stormwater issues 
and activities.  For example, to conserve water the city might consider using well water for 
watering city parks adjacent to creeks.  Nancy Boyd Park could be watered with a well which 
derives its groundwater from Nancy Boyd Creek adjacent to the park.  The upstream detention 
basin then becomes not just a flood protection facility but also a recharge facility for 
groundwater in that small catchment area, which feeds the well at Nancy Boyd Park.  A Water 
Element helps organize our planning efforts to recognize and reinforce the function of the 



watershed as a natural system.  A natural system that includes two social-based municipal 
jurisdictions, the city and the county, that can and should work together to improve system 
function. 
  
To help implement the city's vision for Alhambra Creek outlined in its general plan, the city 
could implement a floodplain overlay zoning ordinance.  Such an ordinance would apply to 
areas within the creek’s floodplain and outline conditions specific to development or 
redevelopment within the floodplain.  These requirements could also include items suggested in 
FEMA's community rating system program.  A successfully managed community rating system 
could reduce flood insurance premiums for Martinez residents by 20%. This insurance rate 
reduction could be an incentive to attract new businesses to downtown.  It would also make 
Martinez competitive with nearby towns which already participate in the community rating 
system, and may have lower flood insurance premiums. 
  
The attached report outlines the significant accomplishments the Alhambra Watershed Council 
has performed within the city of Martinez and in the larger watershed. Many of our 
accomplishments were done with a myriad of partners, including in many cases the city.  The 
Contra Costa Resource Conservation District has provided a watershed coordinator to support 
our watershed council since its inception in 1997.  The Resource Conservation District has a 
long history of working on natural resources and watershed issues and could be a valuable 
partner for the City in planning and implementing future projects.  
 
The City and city staff have been an important partner of the Watershed Council over the years. 
We appreciate the city’s support and look forward to continuing our collaborative relationship to 
improve our watershed.  Should you have any questions, please contact me at (925) 313-2203. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Mitch Avalon 
Chair, Alhambra Watershed Council 
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AAllhhaammbbrraa  WWaatteerrsshheedd  CCoouunncciill  

AAssssiissttiinngg  tthhee  WWaatteerrsshheedd  ssiinnccee  11999977  

  

  
  

RReeppoorrtt    
ttoo  tthhee  

MMaarrttiinneezz  CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  
  
  

 
  

MMaayy,,  22001111  



 

Castro at Main Street, New Years 1997 

IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  
  

TThhiiss  rreeppoorrtt  pprroovviiddeess  aann  oovveerrvviieeww  ooff  tthhee  AAllhhaammbbrraa  WWaatteerrsshheedd  CCoouunncciill  aanndd  oouuttlliinneess  iittss  rreecceenntt  
aaccccoommpplliisshhmmeennttss..    
  
AAllhhaammbbrraa  WWaatteerrsshheedd  CCoouunncciill  MMiissssiioonn  aanndd  DDeessccrriippttiioonn::  TThhee  AAllhhaammbbrraa  WWaatteerrsshheedd  CCoouunncciill  
((AAWWCC))  iiss  aa  ssttaakkeehhoollddeerr  ggrroouupp  ddeeddiiccaatteedd  ttoo  pprrootteeccttiinngg  aanndd  eennhhaanncciinngg  tthhee  hheeaalltthh  ooff  oouurr  wwaatteerrsshheedd  bbyy  
eedduuccaattiinngg  oouurrsseellvveess  aanndd  tthhee  ppuubblliicc  aabboouutt  tthhee  wwaatteerrsshheedd,,  pprroovviiddiinngg  aa  ffoorruumm  ffoorr  nneeww  iiddeeaass  aanndd  
pprroojjeeccttss,,  aanndd  aaccttiinngg  aass  aa  ccoommmmuunniittyy  rreessoouurrccee..    TThhee  CCoouunncciill  eennccoouurraaggeess  aaccttiivviittiieess  aanndd  ppoolliicciieess  tthhaatt  
pprroommoottee  bbootthh  aa  hheeaalltthhyy  wwaatteerrsshheedd  aanndd  hheeaalltthhyy  vviibbrraanntt  ccoommmmuunniittyy..    
 
HHiissttoorriiccaall  BBaacckkggrroouunndd  
  
TThhee  ggaallvvaanniizziinngg  eevveenntt::    AAllhhaammbbrraa  WWaatteerrsshheedd  CCoouunncciill  bbeeggaann  iinn  
11999977  aass  tthhee  AAllhhaammbbrraa  CCrreeeekk  WWaatteerrsshheedd  PPllaannnniinngg  GGrroouupp..    TThhee  
sseevveerree  ssttoorrmm  ooff  NNeeww  YYeeaarrss  11999977  bbrroouugghhtt  ffllooooddiinngg  ttoo  MMaarrttiinneezz..    
TThhiiss  fflloooodd  wwaass  aa  ggaallvvaanniizziinngg  eevveenntt  tthhaatt  lleedd  ttoo  aa  ccoommmmuunniittyy  
mmeeeettiinngg  oonn  MMaarrcchh  33,,  11999977..    TThhee  RReessoouurrccee  CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  DDiissttrriicctt  
((RRCCDD))  hheellppeedd  sseett  uupp  tthhaatt  ffiirrsstt  mmeeeettiinngg  aanndd  aarrrraannggeedd  ffoorr  aa  
ffaacciilliittaattoorr  ffrroomm  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa  CCooooppeerraattiivvee  EExxtteennssiioonn  
((UUCCCCEE))..  TThhaatt  mmeeeettiinngg  rreessuulltteedd  iinn  tthhee  ffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  AAllhhaammbbrraa  
CCrreeeekk  WWaatteerrsshheedd  PPllaannnniinngg  GGrroouupp  mmaaddee  uupp  ooff  vvoolluunntteeeerr  
wwaatteerrsshheedd  cciittiizzeennss  aanndd  ssttaakkee--hhoollddeerrss..    AA  ggrraanntt  ffrroomm  tthhee  NNaattiioonnaall  
FFiisshh  aanndd  WWiillddlliiffee  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  ffuunnddeedd  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ffaacciilliittaattiioonn  bbyy  

UUCCCCEE  aanndd  ccoooorrddiinnaattiioonn  ffrroomm  tthhee  RRCCDD  ffoorr  ffoouurr  yyeeaarrss  ttoo  ddeevveelloopp  
tthhee  AAllhhaammbbrraa  CCrreeeekk  WWaatteerrsshheedd  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  PPllaann..  TThhee  RRCCDD  
ppllaayyeedd  aa  kkeeyy  rroollee  iinn  tthhee  ssuucccceessssffuull  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  PPllaann  bbyy  pprroovviiddiinngg  bbootthh  ssttaaffff  rreessoouurrcceess  aanndd  aa  
ttiimmee--tteesstteedd  ccoonnsseennssuuss  pprroocceessss  wwhhiicchh  aacckknnoowwlleeddggeedd  tthhee  nneeeeddss  aanndd  ppeerrssppeeccttiivveess  ooff  aallll  ssttaakkeehhoollddeerrss..  
TThhee  PPllaann  wwaass  ccoommpplleetteedd  aanndd  ppuubblliisshheedd  iinn  AApprriill  22000011..      
  
  
TThhee  AAllhhaammbbrraa  WWaatteerrsshheedd  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  PPllaann::      TThhiiss  ppllaann  iiss  ddeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  bbee  uusseerr  ffrriieennddllyy,,  

eedduuccaattiioonnaall  aanndd  ttoo  sseerrvvee  aass  aann  aaccttiioonn  gguuiiddee  ttoo  aacchhiieevvee  aa  hheeaalltthhyy,,  
ffuunnccttiioonniinngg  wwaatteerrsshheedd  iinn  wwaayyss  tthhaatt  aallssoo  pprroommoottee  ccoommmmuunniittyy  vvaalluueess  aanndd  
mmaakkee  eeccoonnoommiicc  sseennssee..    CCooppiieess  aarree  aavvaaiillaabbllee  ffrroomm  tthhee  RRCCDD..    
  
TThhiiss  ppllaann::      
  DDeessccrriibbeess  tthhee  ggeeoollooggiicc,,  nnaattuurraall  aanndd  hhuummaann  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  AAllhhaammbbrraa  CCrreeeekk  

WWaatteerrsshheedd..  

  AAnnaallyyzzeess  tthhee  nnaattuurraall  pprroocceesssseess  ooccccuurrrriinngg  iinn  tthhee  wwaatteerrsshheedd..    

  OOuuttlliinneess  tthhee  pprroobblleemmss  aanndd  cchhaalllleennggeess  iinn  oouurr  wwaatteerrsshheedd..  

  PPrroovviiddeess  rreeccoommmmeennddaattiioonnss  ffoorr  mmaannaaggiinngg  aaqquuaattiicc,,  
rriippaarriiaann  aanndd  uuppllaanndd  wwaatteerrsshheedd  aarreeaass..  

  SSeettss  oouutt  nniinnee  ggooaallss  ttoo  iimmpprroovvee  wwaatteerrsshheedd  hheeaalltthh  wwiitthh  
ssppeecciiffiicc  oobbjjeeccttiivveess  aanndd  aaccttiioonn  sstteeppss  ffoorr  eeaacchh  ggooaall..        

 

 
 
 
 The Watershed Plan is easy reading.  

For people seeking more technical information, a 
Watershed Resource Inventory and extensive 
Appendices were also developed.  



 

GOALS OF THE ALHAMBRA WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PLAN 

1.   Reduce flood damage and conserve stormwater. 

2.   Prevent excessive erosion and conserve soil resources. 

3.   Protect and improve water quality. 

4.   Reduce wildland fire damage. 

5.   Encourage coordination of City and County General and Specific Plans 
  with each other using the watershed as a planning unit. 

6.   Support economically and environmentally sustainable land uses while 
  protecting private property rights. 

7.   Promote a sense of watershed community. 

8.   Restore and maintain fish and wildlife habitat and native plant  
  communities consistent with environmentally and economically  
  sustainable land use. 

9.   Maintain and enhance the quality of life by providing increased  
  opportunities to appreciate and enjoy watershed resources. 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
EEvvoolluuttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  AAllhhaammbbrraa  WWaatteerrsshheedd  CCoouunncciill::      
UUppoonn  ccoommpplleettiioonn  ooff  tthhee  WWaatteerrsshheedd  PPllaann,,  tthhee  ggrroouupp  bbeeggaann  wwoorrkkiinngg  
ttoo  aacchhiieevvee  tthhee  wwaatteerrsshheedd  ggooaallss  lliisstteedd  aabboovvee..    SSoommee  ssttaakkeehhoollddeerrss  
ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ttoo  ppaarrttiicciippaattee  aanndd  nneeww  ppaarrttnneerrss  jjooiinneedd..  NNeeww  ssppiinn--ooffff  
ggrroouuppss  wweerree  iinnccuubbaatteedd  aass  ssppeecciiffiicc  pprroojjeeccttss  wweerree  ddeevveellooppeedd  aanndd  
iimmpplleemmeenntteedd..    TThhee  oorriiggiinnaall  ppllaannnniinngg  ggrroouupp  eevvoollvveedd  iinnttoo  aann  aaccttiioonn  
ggrroouupp,,  aanndd  tthheenn  ttoo  aa  ffuullllyy  ffoorrmmeedd  WWaatteerrsshheedd  CCoouunncciill..  
  
BBeenneeffiittss  PPrroovviiddeedd  BByy  TThhee  WWaatteerrsshheedd  CCoouunncciill  
  

Ovveerr  tthhee  yyeeaarrss,,  tthhee  AAllhhaammbbrraa  WWaatteerrsshheedd  CCoouunncciill  mmeemmbbeerrss  hhaavvee  aaccqquuiirreedd  aa  ddeepptthh  ooff  kknnoowwlleeddggee  
aabboouutt  oouurr  wwaatteerrsshheedd’’ss  cchhaarraacctteerriissttiiccss  aanndd  pprroocceesssseess..    WWee  ppaarrttiicciippaattee  iinn  llooccaall  pprroobblleemm--ssoollvviinngg,,  ssuucchh  
aass  tthhee  MMaarrttiinneezz  FFlloooodd  TTaasskk  FFoorrccee..    WWee  hhaavvee  ccoommmmiissssiioonneedd  sscciieennttiiffiicc  ssttuuddiieess,,  ppaarrttiicciippaatteedd  iinn  llooccaall  
rreesseeaarrcchh,,  aanndd  ddeevveellooppeedd  ssttrroonngg  wwoorrkkiinngg  ppaarrttnneerrsshhiippss  wwiitthh  mmaannyy  ccoommmmuunniittyy  aanndd  rreeggiioonnaall  
oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnss..  TThhee  lloonngg--tteerrmm  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  ooff  mmeemmbbeerrss  wwiitthh  ddiivveerrssee  bbaacckkggrroouunnddss  iiss  aann  aaddddeedd  
ssttrreennggtthh,,  bbuutt  tthhee  CCoouunncciill  aallwwaayyss  wweellccoommeess  nneeww  mmeemmbbeerrss  aanndd  nneeww  ssttaakkeehhoollddeerr  ggrroouuppss..    OOuurr  
aapppprrooaacchh  ttoo  iimmpprroovviinngg  tthhee  wwaatteerrsshheedd  iinncclluuddeess  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg::    

••  WWee  sseeeekk  ttoo  bbrriinngg  aa  wwaatteerrsshheedd  ppeerrssppeeccttiivvee,,  aanndd  aa  wwaatteerrsshheedd  aawwaarreenneessss  
ttoo  ppllaannnniinngg  eeffffoorrttss  aanndd  aaccttiivviittiieess  bbeeiinngg  uunnddeerrttaakkeenn  bbyy  ootthheerr  
oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnss  aanndd  iinnddiivviidduuaallss  wwiitthhiinn  oouurr  wwaatteerrsshheedd  bboouunnddaarriieess..          

••  WWee  pprroovviiddee  aa  rreessoouurrccee  ffoorr  vviissiioonniinngg  aanndd  ppllaannnniinngg  eeffffoorrttss  iinn  tthhee  
wwaatteerrsshheedd,,  aanndd  bbuuiilldd  ccaappaacciittyy  ffoorr  ootthheerr  ggrroouuppss  ((ssuucchh  aass  tthhee  AAllhhaammbbrraa  
VVaalllleeyy  CCrreeeekk  CCooaalliittiioonn))  ssttrruugggglliinngg  ttoo  iimmpplleemmeenntt  aa  pprroojjeecctt      

••  WWee  oofftteenn  sseerrvvee  aass  aann  iinnccuubbaattoorr  ffoorr  ootthheerr  pprroojjeeccttss  iinn  tthhee  wwaatteerrsshheedd  tthhaatt  
tthhee  CCoouunncciill  hheellppss  ttoo  ffaacciilliittaattee  bbuutt  ddooeess  nnoott  aaccttuuaallllyy  iimmpplleemmeenntt..      

••  WWee  pprroovviiddee  aa  ffoorruumm  ffoorr  ddiissccuussssiioonn  ooff  iissssuueess  aatt  aa  wwaatteerrsshheedd  lleevveell  ((ssuucchh  
aass  ffllooooddiinngg,,  eerroossiioonn,,  hhaabbiittaatt  pprrootteeccttiioonn  oorr  ppoolllluuttiioonn  pprreevveennttiioonn))..    

AWC members celebrate project successes. 



 

AAWWCC  PPrroojjeeccttss  aanndd  AAccccoommpplliisshhmmeennttss  22000077  --  22001111  
  

Our projects for the past three years are listed below, along with partnering organizations.   
  

Botanical & Creek Trail  (ongoing since 2009)  This project will  create a walking/biking route from the AmTrak station to John 
Muir Historic Site by engaging local landowners to create showcase gardens of native plants as a patchwork along this route,  This will add bird 
and pollinator habitat within Martinez.  So far we have a planning grant from NPS, and gardens installed at both ends of the trail.  PARTNERS:  
Friends of Alhambra Creek (FoAC); Calif. Native Plant Society; Mtz. Chamber of Commerce; City of Martinez Pub. Wks; National Park 
Service; New Leaf Collaborative; Contra Costa Resource Conservation District (CCRCD).   
 

Native Plant Garden Guide Coloring Book (2009) Local artists created realistic line-drawings of native plants growing 
at the John Muir Historic Site (JMHS).  Their  work forms an explanatory garden guide and coloring book.  One hundred copies were given 
away; additional copies are sold at JMHS.  PARTNERS:  Martinez Arts Association, CCRCD, Friends of Alhambra Creek. 
 
Assessment of Fish Resources in Alhambra Creek (2008-09) A grant was obtained to have a professional fish 
biologist assess what fish are now living in Alhambra Creek, and what species the creek could support with habitat improvement.  PARTNERS: 
Urban Creeks Council,  CCRCD, Alice Rich, Ph.D. (Fishery Biologist) 
 
Creek and Illegal Dumping Cleanups (2010) Besides participating in the annual Coastal Cleanup Day, we led two 
additional clean ups of illegal dumping sites on Arroyo Del Hambre Creek, Franklin Creek and McHarry Creek.  An estimated 5 tons of debris 
was removed.  PARTNERS:  CCRCD, Friends of Alhambra Creek, Martinez LDS Church, Contra Costa County Watershed Prog. & Pub. 
Wks. Dept.; Allied Waste Services; City of Martinez; Alhambra Valley Homeowners Association. 
 
Water Quality Monitoring Station (ongoing since 2010)  We are developing a year-round water quality monitoring station 
at the Martinez Adult School  to 1) provide information on watershed health, 2) educate students in the New Leaf Collaborative and 3) assist the 
City with its clean water goals.  PARTNERS so far:   County Watershed Program, City of Martinez Clean Water Program; high school 
students in the New Leaf Collaborative Program, Friends of Alhambra Creek.  
 
Pollution Prevention Training (ongoing since 2010)   We have trained 15 high school students in the New Leaf Collaborative 
how to give pollution prevention demonstrations to elementary school students using the County’s watershed diorama.  They have already 
educated 350 elementary students at 2 schools. .  PARTNERS:  CCRCD, New Leaf Collaborative; City of Martinez; Contra Costa County 
Watershed Program; John Swett Elementary; Morello Park Elementary School. 
 
Invasive Plant Awareness and Removal (ongoing since 2009) The bamboo-like plant Arundo can choke creek 
channels creating flooding hazards.  It is also highly flammable.  We have informed all creekside property owners about this hazardous plant 
via a postcard with website link, and we have begun working methodically to remove this plant beginning with the tributary along Alhambra 
Avenue.  PARTNERS: City of Martinez, Friends of Alhambra Creek; Resource Conservation District; New Leaf Collaborative 
 
Watershed Awareness Poster for Martinez Kiosks (2010).  A large map of Alhambra Creek Watershed with a 
few interesting facts will occupy the large lighted kiosks as a public information when there is not paid advertising to occupy this space.  
PARTNERS:  Main Street Martinez; Contra Costa Watershed Program; CCRCD. 
 
Alhambra Valley Creek Coalition (ongoing since 2006) We facilitated the formation of a group of private landowners who 
seek to halt erosion and restore the physical and biological functioning of a 1-mile section of Alhambra Creek.  Since 2007 we have held 3 
meetings to explore restoration options and have obtained a small grant to fund a biological assessment of the habitat value of this section of 
the riparian corridor.  PARTNERS:  AVCC; Urban Creeks Council, Rose Foundation; CCRCD. 
 
Strentzel Meadow Butterfly & Pollinator Habitat (ongoing since 2008) We obtained funding to plant over 75 
varieties of native plants and grasses at Strentzel Meadow to create butterfly and pollinator habitat.  This habitat restoration project is also used 
as an environmental education project for school groups and scout groups.  PARTNERS:  CNPS, FOAC; CRCD, New Leaf Collaborative; 
John Swett Elementary School;  local Girl Scout Troops, EarthTeam; De La Salle High School Football Team. 
 
Creek Monitoring and Mapping:   (ongoing since 2001)  Aquatic insects are captured from creek mud and identified by 
professional entomologists.  Since some types of insects can only live in unpolluted water, this tells us the ongoing health of the creek. A 
separate, related program maps the physical features of the creeks with handheld GPS units. PARTNERS:  Friends of Alhambra Creek; New 
Leaf Collaborative; AVCC, Contra Costa Watershed Program, Shell Oil Company employees.  



 

PPaarrttnneerr  RReellaattiioonnsshhiippss  ffoorr  CCuurrrreenntt  AAWWCC  PPrroojjeeccttss  
  

TThhee  AAWWCC  iimmpplleemmeennttss  mmaannyy  ooff  iittss  pprroojjeeccttss  aanndd  iinniittiiaattiivveess  tthhrroouugghh  ppaarrttnneerrsshhiippss..      
TThhiiss  ddiiaaggrraamm  sshhoowwss  tthhee  nneettwwoorrkk  ooff  ppaarrttnneerr  rreellaattiioonnsshhiippss  ffoorr  oouurr  ccuurrrreenntt  oorr  rreecceenntt  pprroojjeeccttss..  
  
  

  
  
  

AAccrroonnyymm  KKeeyy::                                                                        
 

AVCC - Alhambra Valley Creek Coalition  
AVIA - Alhambra Valley Improvement Association  
CNPS California Native Plant Society  
CCRCD - Contra Costa Resource Conservation District 
EBRPD - East Bay Regional Park District  
FOAC - Friends of Alhambra Creek  
MSM - Main Street Martinez   
New Leaf Collaborative for Sustainable Living (An alterative high school program of Mtz. Unified Sch. Distr. 
NPS - National Park Service  
 



 

SSppeecciiaall  TThhaannkkss  ttoo  tthhee  CCiittyy  ooff  MMaarrttiinneezz  
  

WWee  eessppeecciiaallllyy  tthhaannkk  tthhee  CCiittyy  ooff  MMaarrttiinneezz  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  aanndd  ssuuppppoorrtt  ooff  tthhee  
ffoolllloowwiinngg  pprroojjeeccttss::  
      
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
Creek Clean-ups  (city crews provided safety for volunteers and removal of debris.) 

 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Invasive Plant Removal 
(Arundo) 

(Provided safety, debris removal 
and follow-up spraying) 

Watershed 
Awareness Map for 

downtown Kiosk       
(funded printing costs) 

 

Postcard 

Pollution Prevention 
Training 

(diorama provided to educate 
elementary school students)  

Invasive Plant  
Education. & 
Awareness  

(provided mailing list & 
printing of postcard to 
creekside residents). 

 
 

Creek Monitoring of Aquatic 
Insects  

(provided funding for analysis of 
additional samples) 

 

Water Quality Monitoring 
Station 

(project guidance for setting up 
the program) 

 



 

SSppeecciiaall  TThhaannkkss  ttoo  tthhee  CCiittyy  ooff  MMaarrttiinneezz      ((CCoonnttiinnuueedd))  
  

Development of a Creek and Native Plant Trail   
This will eventually be a walking/biking route showcasing 
native plant gardens from the AmTrak station to the John 
Muir House. (The city is providing irrigation for gardens at 
city-owned sites.)  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
AAddddiittiioonnaall  WWaatteerrsshheedd  PPaarrttnneerrsshhiippss  

  
IInn  aaddddiittiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  ppaarrttnneerrss  sshhoowwnn  oonn  tthhee  ddiiaaggrraamm  aabboovvee  wwee  hhaavvee  ccoollllaabboorraatteedd  wwiitthh  
aa  mmuullttiittuuddee  ooff  ootthheerr  llooccaall  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnss  ttoo  aacchhiieevvee  ccoommmmoonn  ggooaallss..    
  

Alameda-Contra Costa Weed Mgmnt. Area 
Allied Waste Services * 
Alhambra Valley Improvement Assoc.  * 
CA Dept of Conservation * 
Contra Costa County Flood Control and 
Water Conservation District * 
Contra Costa Resource Conserv. District * 
Contra Costa Watershed Forum 
Central Contra Costa Sanitary District * 
California Native Plant Society * 
Contra Costa County Community 
Development & Resource Conservation 
Contra Costa County Public Works *  
Contra Costa Fire Protection District 
Contra Costa Fish & Wildlife Committee*  
Contra Costa Water District 
Contra Costa Television 
Diablo Firesafe Council 
Diablo Valley College Horticulture Program 
Environmental Alliance 
EarthTeam * 
East Bay Conservation Corps 
East Bay Regional Park District * 
Farm Bureau of Contra Costa County 

Friends of Alhambra Creek * 
Friends of Five Creeks 
Friends of the Creeks (Walnut Creek) 
John Muir Association  
Kids For the Bay 
Latter Day Saints Church of Martinez* 
Martinez Arts Association 
Martinez Chamber of Commerce * 
Muir Heritage Land Trust * 
Martinez Historical Society * 
Main Street Martinez *  
Martinez Unified School District 
Mountain View Sanitary District 
New Leaf Collaborative for Sustainable 
Living * 
National Park Service * 
Natural Resources Conservation Service * 
SF Regional Water Quality Control Board * 
San Francisco Estuary Project * 
Shell Oil * 
The Watershed Nursery 
The Watershed Project * 
UC Berkeley Environmental Sciences 
Teaching Program

 
AAnn  aasstteerriisskk  ((**))  iinnddiiccaatteess  tthhiiss  ppaarrttnneerr  hhaass  aallssoo  pprroovviiddeedd  ffuunnddiinngg  oorr  iinn--kkiinndd  sseerrvviicceess.. 



 

AAllhhaammbbrraa  WWaatteerrsshheedd  CCoouunncciill  AAccttiivviittiieess  &&  PPrroojjeeccttss        11999977  --22001100  
  
The following is a comprehensive list of AWC’s activities and projects since its inception.   
 
PLANNING AND SCIENTIFIC STUDIES 

1997 - 2001  Alhambra Watershed Plan   (240 pages with a 300+ page appendix). 
2005 Resident Survey and Action Plan for Alhambra Valley Creek Coalition Project 
2005 - 2006  Creek Bank Conceptual Design Options for AVCC Landowners (9 designs) 
2002 - ongoing  Benthic Macroinvertebrate Monitoring (1 to 3 sites per year) 
2004 - ongoing  GPS Mapping of Alhambra Creek features.  
2008 - 2009  Fish Resources Study of Alhambra Creek (83 page report) 
2009  AWC-AVCC meetings to discuss funding and easement options  for AVCC 
2009 - ongoing Creek and Botanical Trail through Martinez  
2010 - ongoing Water Quality Monitoring Station developed with New Leaf Collaborative  
2010 - 2011 Biological assessment of AVCC riparian corridor (grant obtained  

 
RESTORATION and STEWARDSHIP 

2003   Strentzel Creek Flood Protection and Drainage Improvement  
2003   Brookside / Adult School Creek Bank Stabilization Project 
2004 - ongoing  Community-based restoration of Alhambra Creek at Martinez Adult School 
2005 - ongoing  Strentzel Meadow Restoration begun 
2005 - 2007 Sky Ranch Restoration Project  
2009 - 2010 Butterfly & Pollinator Habitat demonstration area begun in 2009 
2009 - 2010 Arundo Removal along Nancy Boyd Creek 
2010 Cleanup of illlleeggaall  dduummppiinngg  ssiitteess  ((AArrrrooyyoo  DDeell  HHaammbbrree  &&  MMccHHaarrrryy  CCrreeeekkss)) 

 
OUTREACH and EDUCATION 

2001 Watershed Festival to celebrate Watershed Plan publication 
2003  Flooding & Downtown Revitalization Fact Sheet 
2003 Alhambra Creek Watershed Map Publication 
2003 Alhambra Creek Watershed Celebration with Watershed Tours 
2003 Outreach flier: Native Plants for the Alhambra Creek Watershed  
2004 Alhambra Watershed Council Brochure 
2005 John Swett Elementary Ecoliteracy Program (ongoing) 
2005 Workshops on Creek Stewardship and Native Plant Propagation 
2006 Martinez Flood Task Force flier, “Living with Creeks in the Alhambra Creek Watershed” 
2006 Alhambra Watershed Hike Descriptions  
2006 Plant morphology & pollination activity. Alhambra Creek Community Planting Day 
2006 Presentations given: Sky Ranch Restoration; Stewardship Ethic; and Native Plants 
2006 - ongoing Oral History Project  
Annual Outreach booth at the John Muir Birthday-Earth Day Festival 
2006 -2009 Watershed Murals 
2008 -2009 California Native Plant Coloring Book and Garden Guide 
2009 Guided Watershed Hike in Briones Regional Preserve 
2009 -2010  Guest speakers arranged for New Leaf Students on various resource issues 
2010 Arundo Awareness Outreach Post Card to Creekside Residents 
2010 Watershed Poster for Downtown Martinez Kiosks  
2010  Pollution Prevention Outreach Training (high schoolers teach elementary students)  
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	Creek Monitoring and Mapping:   (ongoing since 2001)  Aquatic insects are captured from creek mud and identified by professional entomologists.  Since some types of insects can only live in unpolluted water, this tells us the ongoing health of the creek. A separate, related program maps the physical features of the creeks with handheld GPS units. PARTNERS:  Friends of Alhambra Creek; New Leaf Collaborative; AVCC, Contra Costa Watershed Program, Shell Oil Company employees. 


