
May 7 
 
 
 
CITY OF MARTINEZ PARKS, RECREATION, MARINA & CULTURAL 

COMMISSION 
          
DATE:  May 17, 2011 
TO:  Parks, Recreation, Marina & Cultural Commission 
FROM:  Mitch Austin, Recreation Manager 
SUBJECT: Shell Settlement Funds   
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

Review report and provide staff with direction. 
 

 

 
BACKGROUND 

On March 17, 2010 the City Council approved use of $5,000 of Shell Settlement money to 
make electrical improvements to the marina. The remainder of the funds was put on hold in 
consideration of the California Delta Research Institute request. Now that the Prop. 84 
NEF grant was not awarded to the California Delta Research Institute, they are no longer 
candidates to use the Zocchi facilities.  
 
The PRMCC has been asked to review the funds again and make recommendations to the 
City Council for use of the funds. Please see the attached City Council report to review 
previous recommendations for use of these funds. 
 
 
 
 
Attachments: March 17, 2011 Council Report 
 

 
 

 



 
 
CITY OF MARTINEZ CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
 March 17, 2010 
 
TO:   Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM: Michael Chandler, Senior Management Analyst 
 
SUBJECT: Shell Settlement Funding Marina Projects 
 
DATE:  March 8, 2010 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION
 

: 

Adopt a resolution allocating up to $35,000 of the Shell settlement funding for paving and 
electrical upgrades at the Martinez Marina. 
 

 
BACKGROUND 

The City received $50,000 from Equilon Enterprises LLC (parent company of Shell) in October 
2008 as part of a settlement ordered by the Superior Court of California – County of Contra 
Costa, for a discharge of vacuum gas oil at the Martinez Refinery into marine waters in January 
2006.  The judgment specifies the settlement is to be used “for improvements or other purposes at 
the Martinez marina or waterfront.”   
 
Public Works staff provided recommendations for use of the funding at the marina to the City 
Manager, who presented the recommendations to the Shell Community Advisory Panel (CAP) on 
February 1, 2010.  Members of the panel presented alternative ideas for spending the money.  
Staff explored the additional suggestions and identified the following possibilities for using the 
funding at the March 2, 2010, meeting of the Parks, Recreation, Marina, and Cultural 
Commission (PRMCC): 
 
 Option #1 (Staff recommended) 

1. $28,000 for paving the gravel pathway leading to the pier approach (ADA and 
accessibility issue); see attached diagram 

2. $5,000 for completing wiring on west end of fishing pier (augments $10,000 
electrical support provided by Local 302) 

3. $11,000 for installation of 2 “sun shelters” with bench seats; see attached picture 
 Option #2 (proposed items are already targeted for Prop 84 grant funding) 

1. Installation of perimeter security fencing at John Muir Amphitheater; or 
2. Installation of wind and sun screens, and/or sound shell to enhance acoustics 

 Option #3 
1. Delta Research Institute (initial support) 
 



The PRMCC considered the various possibilities and recommended by unanimous vote to use the 
funds in support of the paving and electrical work described by staff.  Paving the gravel pathway 
to the pier approach would be a significant improvement and make the popular fishing pier more 
accessible to our residents.  The proposed electrical work involves completing the wiring of the 
west end of the fishing pier.  This upgrade would be in conjunction with an existing project 
funded by a $10,000 grant from Local 302 (and performed by Alhambra Electric) to remove and 
replace the main electrical panel on the pier and install 5 new lights on the east end.  Staff 
estimates both projects can be completed for under $35,000. 
 
The PRMCC also recommended that the remainder of the Shell settlement funding be discussed 
by the Marina Subcommittee of the PRMCC to determine the most suitable use of this money. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT
 

: 

No impact to the General Fund.  Funds are available from a settlement reserve account. 
 
ACTION
 

: 

Motion to adopt a resolution allocating up to $35,000 of the Shell settlement funding for paving 
and electrical upgrades at the Martinez Marina. 
 

Attachments: Marina Projects Diagram 
  Resolution 
 
 

APPROVED BY:  
   City Manager 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO. –10 
 

ALLOCATING UP TO $35,000 OF THE SHELL SETTLEMENT FUNDING FOR 
PAVING AND ELECTRICAL UPGRADES AT THE MARTINEZ MARINA 

 
 

WHEREAS, in October 2008, the City received $50,000 from Equilon 
Enterprises, LLC (the parent company of Shell) as part of a 
settlement ordered by the Superior Court of California – County 
of Contra Costa (hereinafter, the “Shell Settlement Funding”); 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the judgment provides that the Shell Settlement Funding 
is to be used for improvements or other purposes at the Martinez 
Marina or waterfront; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City Council has received from the Parks, 
Recreation, Marina and Cultural Commission (PRMCC) recommendation 
for using a portion of the Shell Settlement Funding for paving 
and electrical upgrades at the Martinez Marina; and 
 
WHEREAS, staff estimates the cost of said paving and electrical 
upgrades at the Martinez Marina can be accomplished for not more 
than $35,000; and  
 
WHEREAS, the PRMCC also recommends that the remainder of the 
Shell Settlement Funding be discussed at a future meeting of the 
Marina Subcommittee of the PRMCC in order to determine the most 
suitable use of the remaining funding. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council allocates up 
to $35,000 of the Shell Settlement Funding for paving and 
electrical upgrades consistent with the description provided in 
the attached staff report. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Marina Subcommittee of the PRMCC 
will discuss at a future meeting additional options for using the 
remainder of the Shell Settlement Funding, and bring forth its 
recommendations to the PRMCC and City Council thereafter. 
 

 
 

* * * * * * 
 
 

 



I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of 
a resolution duly adopted by the City council of the City of 
Martinez at a Regular Meeting of said Council held on the 

 

 day of 
March, 2010, by the following vote: 

AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSENT:    
 
 
     RICHARD G HERNANDEZ, CITY CLERK 
     CITY OF MARTINEZ 
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